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Abstract

This article employs a comparative-analytical approach to examine the concept of the
Faustian situation in Nima Yushij’s epic The House of Serivili. The main research question
is how Nima, in his poetic confrontation with one of the most significant allegories in
western literature, Goethe’s Faust, redefines the human-devil conflict and transcends the
cliché of human temptation. Through and intertextual reading and based on narrative
elements such as the devil’s entry, dialogue structure, and the moral relations of the
characters. It is demonstrated that Faust succumbs to temptation in his quest for meaning
and falls before Mephistopheles, while Serivili, with existential awareness and ethical
resistance, not only avoids being deceived but also challenges the devil’s words. The
research method is qualitative-interpretive, and the analysis is based on the comparison of
the narrative situation in both works. Metaphysical themes and the philosophical discourse
of resistance to evil. The finding of this study suggest the Nima implicitly draws upon the
Faustian model and rewrites its conceptual framework, establishing a Faustian position of
resistance, a situation where the Eastern man is not conquered by temptation but becomes
the master of his dialogue with evil. This article aims to contribute to the intercultural re-
reading of modern Persian literature in relation to classical Western narratives, focusing in
the fundamental similarities and differences between the tow works
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Introduction

The figure of Faust has long functioned as a central paradigm in Western literary
and philosophical discourse for articulating the tension between human aspiration,
moral transgression, and the pursuit of meaning. From medieval morality plays to
Goethe’s Faust, the encounter between the human subject and the devil has
typically been framed as a narrative of temptation culminating in compromise, fall,
or deferred redemption. In these traditions, the devil appears as a catalytic force that
exposes the limits of human knowledge and the fragility of ethical resolve.

Nima Yushij’s long poem The House of Serivili engages this tradition not
through direct adaptation but through a critical reconfiguration of the Faustian
encounter. The poem stages a meeting between Serivili and a demonic visitor who
arrives at his house on a stormy night, requesting shelter and eventually offering
promises of wealth and fame. At first glance, this scenario evokes the canonical
structure of the Faust myth. However, the outcome of this encounter diverges
sharply from its classical Western counterparts. Rather than succumbing to
temptation or entering into a pact, Serivili resists the devil’s proposals and subjects
them to sustained ethical scrutiny. The central problem addressed in this study is
therefore not whether The House of Serivili contains Faustian elements, but how
Nima transforms the Faustian situation into a different ethical and existential
configuration. More specifically, the article investigates how the poem redefines the
encounter with the devil as a test of moral awareness rather than as a gateway to
experiential or epistemological transgression. By doing so, Nima shifts the locus of
the Faustian drama from metaphysical ambition to social responsibility and ethical
judgment. This research situates The House of Serivili at the intersection of
comparative literature and existentialist thought. While the archetype of the devil’s
visitation provides a historical and intertextual frame, the primary analytical lens is
existentialist, drawing on concepts articulated by Sgren Kierkegaard and Albert
Camus, particularly anxiety, alienation, ethical choice, and conscious resistance.
The article argues that Serivili embodies a form of modern subjectivity that neither
imitates Western modernity nor retreats into traditionalism, but instead articulates a
mode of ethical agency grounded in critical awareness and social conscience.
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Method

The study employs a qualitative, interpretive methodology based on close textual
analysis and comparative reading. Rather than approaching the poem through
abstract thematic generalization, the analysis begins from specific narrative
moments and dialogic exchanges within the text, particularly the scene of encounter
between Serivili and the devil. From these textual elements, broader conceptual and
theoretical implications are derived.

The comparative dimension of the research operates on two levels. First, it draws
structural and functional comparisons between The House of Serivili and Goethe’s
Faust, focusing on the role of the devil, the nature of temptation, and the ethical
positioning of the protagonist. Second, it situates Nima’s poem within a broader
literary tradition of devil narratives, including medieval morality plays, without
reducing the poem to a mere reiteration of archetypal motifs. The theoretical
framework is primarily existentialist. Kierkegaard’s reflections on anxiety and
ethical choice provide tools for understanding Serivili’s pre-encounter disposition
and his refusal to instrumentalize temptation. Camus’s notion of conscious revolt
informs the interpretation of Serivili’s resistance as an active ethical stance rather
than a passive rejection. Importantly, these theoretical concepts are not imposed
upon the text a priori; they are mobilized only insofar as they illuminate patterns
that emerge from close reading. By proceeding from text to theory rather than from
theory to text, the methodology aims to address concerns regarding analytical
precision and to ensure that interpretive claims remain grounded in textual
evidence.

Discussion and Analysis

The analysis begins with the narrative situation that frames the poem: the arrival of
the devil at Serivili’s house on a stormy night. This scene establishes a liminal space
in which interior and exterior, safety and threat, self and other converge. The
threshold becomes a site of ethical testing, where dialogue replaces immediate action.
Unlike Faust, who actively seeks out transcendence beyond human limits, Serivili
does not initiate the encounter; the devil arrives uninvited. This narrative reversal is
significant, as it positions Serivili not as a seeker of forbidden knowledge but as a
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subject compelled to respond to an external challenge. From the dialogue that unfolds
at the door, Serivili’s psychological and ethical disposition can be reconstructed. His
prior withdrawal from society is not represented as escapism but as a critical response
to social injustice, envy, and moral corruption. This withdrawal corresponds to an
existential condition marked by anxiety and disillusionment, yet it does not culminate
in nihilism. Instead, it prepares the ground for ethical discernment. Serivili recognizes
the devil immediately and addresses him with clarity rather than fear or fascination.
This recognition undermines the conventional logic of temptation, which relies on
deception or ignorance. The devil’s strategy in the poem emphasizes persuasion
through empathy and patience. He presents himself as understanding Serivili’s
suffering and alienation, thereby attempting to establish proximity. Only after this
relational groundwork does he introduce the core temptation: promises of wealth,
fame, and recognition. These promises, however, are framed in explicitly social
terms. Fame is linked to poetic authority, and wealth to power over others. Serivili’s
response directly challenges this logic by invoking the material suffering of peasants,
the absence of basic means of life, and the violence inflicted upon the young.
Through this response, temptation is reframed as complicity with structural injustice.
In Goethe’s Faust, the pact with Mephistopheles enables Faust to experience life in its
extremes, and ethical reckoning is deferred. In contrast, Serivili refuses deferment.
Ethical judgment occurs within the moment of temptation itself. The dialogue thus
becomes a site of rational evaluation rather than emotional surrender. This shift marks
a fundamental transformation of the Faustian situation: the devil is no longer the
arbiter of experience but the object of moral critique. The conclusion of the encounter
further reinforces this transformation. Serivili ultimately allows the devil to enter the
house and stay the night, yet no pact is formed. This gesture has often been misread
as a sign of concession; however, within the logic of the poem, it signifies a
distinction between hospitality and moral alliance. Serivili remains awake by the fire
until morning, symbolically maintaining vigilance. The devil’s departure at dawn
confirms the failure of temptation. The encounter ends not with transcendence or
tragedy, but with ethical continuity. Through this structure, Nima constructs a subject
who engages with evil without internalizing it. The poem thus articulates a model of
modern subjectivity grounded in conscious resistance and ethical responsibility.
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Rather than reenacting the tragedy of Faust, The House of Serivili proposes an

alternative outcome: the possibility of confronting temptation without surrender.

Conclusion

This study has argued that The House of Serivili constitutes a critical
reconfiguration of the Faustian paradigm within modern Persian literature. By
analyzing the poem through close textual reading and existentialist theory, it has
demonstrated that Nima Yushij transforms the archetypal encounter between human
and devil into a scene of ethical evaluation rather than metaphysical ambition.
Serivili’s resistance to temptation does not stem from moral absolutism or religious
dogma, but from conscious awareness of social suffering and ethical consequence.
Unlike Faust, whose trajectory necessitates transgression in order to attain
knowledge, Serivili achieves ethical clarity precisely by refusing transgression. This
refusal does not negate action; rather, it affirms responsibility. The implications of
this transformation extend beyond comparative literature. Nima’s poem suggests
that modernity need not be defined by imitation of Western models or rejection of
tradition, but can emerge through critical engagement with inherited narratives. In
redefining the Faustian situation as a moment of resistance, The House of Serivili
offers a model of ethical subjectivity attuned to historical injustice and collective
responsibility.

Ultimately, the poem demonstrates that the encounter with evil does not
inevitably culminate in fall or redemption. It can also function as a moment of
discernment, in which the human subject asserts agency through refusal. This
repositioning of the Faustian encounter marks Nima Yushij’s distinctive
contribution to modern literary thought and affirms the relevance of existential
ethics within the context of Persian modernism.
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