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Abstract

This article presents a comparative study of rhyme in Persian and Russian poetry. Rhyme,
as one of the fundamental elements of poetry, plays a crucial role in creating harmony,
verbal musicality, and conveying poetic concepts. The present research aims to provide a
deeper understanding of rhyme functions in both languages, while demonstrating its
importance in poetic structure, by comparing definitions, types, and roles of rhyme in
Persian and Russian poetry. The research method is descriptive-analytical and based on
comparison. The findings indicate that despite general similarities in the perception of
rhyme, there are differences in its function and usage between the two languages. In
Russian, there is a greater emphasis on the semantic aspect of rhyme and its relationship
with tone, emotion, and poetic genre, whereas in Persian poetry, rhyme plays a significant
role in determining poetic form. Additionally, structural differences between the two
languages, such as the role of stress in Russian and the importance of consonants and
vowels in Persian, influence the formation and application of rhyme. This research
demonstrates that a comparative study of rhyme can contribute to a better understanding of
the linguistic and literary characteristics of both cultures. Recognizing the differences in
"the other" can lead to a better understanding of one's own poetic features and can also be
instrumental in the field of poetry translation between the two languages.

Keywords: Rhyme, Persian poetry, Russian poetry, Comparative study.

* Corresponding Author's E-mail: z.sadeghi@alzahra.ac.ir



€ L Consonance in Two Realms: ... Zeinab Sadeghi Sahlabad
R

Literature Review

Research on rhyme in Persian and Russian poetry is relatively limited compared to
the central role of this device in both traditions, and genuinely comparative studies
are rare. In Persian scholarship, works by Modarreszadeh, Fazilat, Dadjou,
Mohammadi & Ghasemi, Shamisa, Vahidian Kamyar, Natel-Khanlari and
especially Shafii Kadkani have examined rhyme mainly within the Persian system,
focusing on its stylistic value, historical evolution, phonological aspects and
multiple aesthetic functions, but almost always in a monolingual framework.

In Russian literary theory, rhyme has been widely discussed within versification
studies: classical reference works and Zhirmunsky’s Rhyme: Its History and Theory
define rhyme as phonetic identity at line endings and address spelling vs.
pronunciation and degrees of exactness, while Lotman and others stress the tension
between sound similarity and semantic difference; Onufriyev and later scholars
classify rhyme by stress position, rhyme scheme and phonetic richness and relate
these parameters to genre, tone and emotional coloring. Russian poets such as
Mayakovsky and Aleksei Tolstoy have also reflected on rhyme as an organizing
and semantic device rather than mere ornament.

A few studies touch on the reception of the Persian ghazal and radif in Russian
poetry and on the issue of “lyric translatability”, but they generally treat these topics
at a broad cultural level and do not offer a detailed technical comparison of the two
rhyme systems. Consequently, three main gaps remain: the lack of systematic
side-by-side comparison of definitions and typologies, the absence of a joint
functional analysis of rhyme in quantity-based vs. stress-based prosodic systems,
and the lack of a coherent framework connecting cross-cultural influences such as
radif and the ghazal to precise structural and aesthetic features in both traditions.

Research Objectives and Questions
The main objective of this study is to compare rhyme in Persian and Russian poetry
in order to identify their principal structural and functional similarities and
differences, and to show how the phonological systems and literary conventions of
each language shape the way rhyme is formed, classified and used.

More briefly, the study aims to:
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o clarify how rhyme is defined and positioned within the poetic structure in
both traditions;

« compare the main types and classifications of rhyme in Persian and Russian;

o examine how rhyme interacts with quantitative meter in Persian and
stress-based meter in Russian;

« analyze the main aesthetic and semantic functions of rhyme and their relation
to poetic form and genre;

The core question is how Persian and Russian rhyme differ and overlap in their
phonological basis, musical effect and aesthetic role, and to what extent these
patterns are conditioned by the linguistic and literary characteristics of each culture.
The working hypothesis is that, while rhyme in both systems is central to poetic
music and meaning, it is more tightly bound to formal patterning and verse form in
Persian and more strongly associated with semantic and affective nuance in
Russian.

Main Discussion

The discussion addresses three dimensions of rhyme in Persian and Russian poetry:
(1) phonological and prosodic structure, (2) typology and classification, and (3)
poetic function and cross-cultural influence. Together, they show how two
Indo-European languages with different prosodic systems have developed distinct
yet comparable uses of rhyme.

Phonological and prosodic structure. Persian verse is based on quantitative
meter, where patterns of short and long syllables underlie rhythm, and rhyme is
defined by the recurrence of specific consonants and vowels at line endings,
traditionally described in terms of “saken” (consonantal) and “motaharrik” (vocalic)
elements. Perception of rhyme depends on segmental identity and orthographic
uniformity, so homophonous letters with different spellings (e.g. 3/ ¢ ,o=/ ) are
normally not accepted as rhyming. Russian verse, by contrast, rests on stress-based
(accentual-syllabic) meter; rhyme is first classified by stress position—masculine,
feminine and dactylic—and theory focuses on the stressed vowel, preceding
consonants and degrees of phonetic exactness, as well as on the interaction of
spelling and pronunciation.




€ L Consonance in Two Realms: ... Zeinab Sadeghi Sahlabad
R

Typology and classification. In Persian, classical manuals present a stable
typology based on the internal arrangement of consonants and vowels, with a
secondary scheme distinguishing full, partial, proximate and distant rhyme
according to phonemic overlap; in practice, strict rhyme patterns are common and
are often reinforced by radif, which strengthens sonic and visual cohesion in forms
such as the ghazal. Russian versification, meanwhile, combines stress-based
categories with rhyme schemes—paired (aabb), cross (abab), enclosing (abba)—
each associated with characteristic rhythmic and emotive effects, and also
distinguishes grammatically homogeneous rhymes from heterogeneous ones, where
sound similarity links words with different grammatical roles and creates tensions
between form and meaning.

Poetic function and aesthetic role. In both traditions, rhyme has musical,
structural and semantic functions, but their relative weight differs: in Persian, rhyme
is closely tied to verse form and often serves as the main formal marker of genres
such as ghazal, gasida and masnavi, with recurring rhyme (and often radif) creating
circularity and emotional intensification. In Russian, rhyme more flexibly shapes
tone, mood and semantic emphasis—masculine rhyme yielding a firm cadence,
feminine rhyme a softer flow, and dactylic rhyme more meditative effects—and
poets such as Mayakovsky stress that rhyme is a semantic focal point rather than a
mere ornament, meant to avoid cliché and carry lexical weight. Both traditions see
rhyme as generating expectation and satisfaction, enhancing memorability and
guiding the reader’s attention, yet Persian poetics tends to foreground its stabilizing,
form-defining role, whereas Russian poetics more often highlights its dynamic,
sometimes disruptive potential through unexpected or “imperfect” rhymes.

Cross-cultural influence. A revealing comparative field is the reception of
Persian lyrical forms in Russian poetry, especially in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, when Russian poets experimented with the ghazal and radif-like
repetition within a stress-based system. Severyanin and Gumilev explicitly engaged
with Sa‘di’s ghazals and praised the musicality of Persian end-rhymes, and in
poems by Ivanov and Gumilev, repeated vocatives such as “o fairy” function as
radif-like elements that intensify emotion and create refrain-like effects, blending
Persian structural principles with Russian sound patterns. These selective
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borrowings show both the adaptability of rhyme across languages and the
constraints imposed by differing prosodic systems.

Conclusion

This comparative study shows that rhyme, while fundamental in both Persian and
Russian poetry, is shaped by the specific phonological systems and literary
conventions of each language. In Persian, where quantitative meter and the
interplay of consonants and vowels underlie prosody, rhyme is closely tied to fixed
verse forms and orthography and often reinforced by radif as a primary marker of
genre and structure. In Russian, stress-based versification foregrounds lexical stress
and line-final cadence, yielding typologies centered on masculine, feminine and
dactylic rhyme and on schemes whose emotional coloring ranges from playful to
contemplative.

Despite these differences, both traditions attribute to rhyme convergent musical,
structural and semantic functions: organizing the verse line, creating expectation
and closure, highlighting key words and contributing to memorability and cohesion,
though Persian poetics emphasizes formal and visual regularity, whereas Russian
poetics stresses semantic nuance, tonal modulation and innovation, including
“imperfect” or unexpected rhymes. Cross-cultural encounters, especially the
reception of the Persian ghazal and radif in Russian poetry, do not simply transfer
fixed forms but trigger adaptive processes shaped by local prosodic constraints, as
seen in Severyanin’s, Ivanov’s and Gumilev’s experiments with Persian-inspired
repetition and rhyming patterns. Overall, the findings indicate that comparative
analysis of rhyme is a sensitive tool for exploring how different poetic systems
encode rhythm, music and meaning, negotiate the tension between constraint and
freedom, and illuminate issues of lyric translatability, intercultural influence and the
role of sound patterning in shaping poetic thought.
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