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The Problem of Scientific Language Development:
Literary Criticism in Iranian Academic Research as a
Case Study
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Abstract

It is widely acknowledged that the growth and development of
societies lead to the development of language; however, far less
attention has been paid to the reverse relationship—namely, the
impact of linguistic development on social progress and on the
expansion and refinement of thought. One of the domains in which
this reciprocal relationship becomes most visible is scientific
language. Beyond clarity and the avoidance of value-laden expression,
scientific language must be generative. An underdeveloped scientific
language within a discipline can hinder or even obstruct thinking in
that field, since thought requires adequate conceptual tools.
Accordingly, academic disciplines actively intervene in the formation
of their linguistic practices in order to foster the development of
scientific language, thereby enabling the dynamism of conceptual and
linguistic fields and, consequently, the expansion of thought within
the discipline. By examining the characteristics of scientific language,
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this study addresses the challenges arising from the absence of a
coherent conceptual field in the language of Iranian literary criticism.
It argues that, in the absence of a discourse capable of identifying and
articulating research needs, academic literary criticism in Iran either
relies on a translational language that lacks generative capacity and
fails to open new horizons for understanding Persian literature, or
gravitates toward an ambiguous and laudatory mode of expression—
resembling the language of traditional biographical anthologies—
which ultimately constrains critical thinking and the production of
knowledge in the field.

Keywords: Language development, academic literary criticism,
scientific discourse, conceptually generative language, language and
social development

1. Introduction

This study addresses the question of the development of scientific
language, focusing on the language of literary criticism in Iranian
academic research. The central premise is that language is not merely
an instrument for conveying thought, but an active force in shaping,
expanding, and delimiting intellectual horizons. From this perspective,
the scientific advancement of any discipline depends upon the
dynamism and generative capacity of its scientific language. Although
the quantitative expansion of higher education and scholarly
production in Iran is evident, the qualitative dimension of scientific
language in certain areas of the humanities—particularly literary
criticism—faces fundamental challenges. This article examines the
relationship  between linguistic development and knowledge
production and argues that the absence of a coherent conceptual field
in the language of literary criticism has constrained theoretical
innovation and analytical depth. The primary question guiding this
research is whether the language of academic literary studies in Iran

161



Quarterly Literary criticism
E-1SSN:2538-2179

Vol. 19, No. 73
Spring 2026
Research Article

has attained a level of conceptual coherence, density, and
terminological productivity that would justify describing it as
“developed.”

2. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of this study rests on three main pillars:
theories of scientific language, the Humboldtian conception of
language as a formative force of thought, and field theory in
linguistics. Within the Humboldtian tradition, language is understood
as a generative activity (energeia) that shapes the horizon of
understanding and constructs a worldview; each historical language
thus embodies a specific conceptual configuration. This perspective
was later expanded in philosophical hermeneutics, where language is
regarded as the horizon within which understanding becomes possible.
In the humanities, this horizon manifests itself in the form of a
specialized conceptual field—a structured network of concepts,
distinctions, and theoretical relations that enables analysis and theory
construction. Field theory further elaborates this idea by
demonstrating that meaning is organized not through isolated lexical
items, but through conceptual networks and linguistic blocks. From
this standpoint, the development of scientific language depends on the
vitality and internal coherence of these fields. Accordingly, the article
proposes five criteria for assessing the development of scientific
language: conceptual density, terminological productivity and
redefinition, intersubjective communicability, level of analytical
abstraction, and coherence of the conceptual field. The study also
distinguishes between formal clarity and conceptual generativity,
emphasizing that scientific language is defined not merely by syntactic
transparency but by its capacity for conceptualization and theoretical
architecture. In addition, dependency theory is employed to analyze
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the consequences of conceptual consumption within academic
discourse.

3. Findings and Analysis

A historical examination indicates that Persian scientific language has
encountered significant challenges during two major periods: first, in
the transition from the classical translation tradition, and second, in its
encounter with modern sciences in the era of the Dar al-Foniin. In the
contemporary period, although efforts have been made toward
terminological coinage, language planning has largely prioritized
lexical equivalence at a general level, rather than the conceptual
architecture required in the humanities. Structurally, Persian also faces
certain limitations in derivational productivity, particularly in relation
to the restricted range of simplex verbs and the reliance on compound
verbal constructions.

An analysis of academic literary criticism in Iran reveals the
persistence of a biographical-encyclopedic (tadhkira-like) discourse
characterized by evaluative and laudatory language. Many articles
substitute genuine conceptualization with general description,
impressionistic judgment, or thematic extraction. Even in studies that
adopt contemporary theoretical frameworks, key terms are often
reduced to a superficial layer of reference, and analyses remain
confined to descriptive paraphrase. The absence of conceptual
coherence and the inability to generate indigenous terminology have
resulted in a predominantly consumptive engagement with translated
theories rather than the production of original conceptual
contributions. Consequently, low conceptual density, limited
abstraction, and weak intersubjective articulation emerge as dominant
features of this academic discourse. The core problem, therefore, is
not merely a lack of formal clarity, but the absence of a coherent and
dynamic conceptual field.
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4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the development of scientific language
cannot be assessed solely in terms of clarity or avoidance of
ambiguity; rather, it depends upon conceptual productivity, the
coherence of conceptual networks, and the capacity for theoretical
generation. Despite the quantitative growth of research output, the
language of academic literary criticism in Iran has not yet achieved a
level of conceptual generativity sufficient to sustain independent
theory production. The consequence is a form of academic
dependency and ongoing conceptual consumption. Overcoming this
condition requires deliberate disciplinary language planning, the
strengthening of specialized terminological systems, and a shift from
textual commentary toward conceptual production. The development
of a coherent conceptual field in literary criticism is therefore not
merely a linguistic concern, but a precondition for the expansion of
thought and the production of knowledge in the discipline.
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