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The Body of ""Dash Akol"': A Political Reading

Moein Kazemifar™!

Abstract

Dash Akol, the enduring protagonist of Sadegh Hedayat’s short story, is not
merely a literary figure but a site of ideological struggle over identity,
heroism, and political memory in contemporary Iran. Drawing upon the
theoretical frameworks of body studies, disciplinary power, and Michel
Foucault’s biopolitics, this article offers a comparative analysis of two
conflicting accounts of Dash Akol: Hedayat’s dominant narrative and the
oral traditions of the people of Shiraz, where the historical figure once
resided. The central thesis is that Dash Akol’s metamorphosis from a
"maimed outlaw" in folk traditions into a "flawless hero" in Hedayat’s
rendition constitutes an ideological appropriation that becomes meaningful
within the discursive context of modernity and nation-building during the
First Pahlavi era. This process necessitated a systematic depoliticization of
the hero’s body—ranging from his physical scars and non-normative
sexualities to his political death—to refashion him into a "respectable”
symbol aligned with the ideals of an emergent national identity. This article
illustrates how Dash Akol’s body functions as a living historical archive and
a cultural text inscribed with social powers, nationalist norms, and repressed
sexual desires, arguing that a comprehensive understanding of this character
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requires a critical engagement with both the dominant and alternative
narratives.

Keywords: Dash Akol, Sadegh Hedayat, Dominant Narrative, Body Studies,
Michel Foucault, Biopolitics.

1. Introduction

Dash Akol, the legendary protagonist of Sadegh Hedayat’s 1932 short
story, serves as a significant site for ideological struggle over identity,
heroism, and political memory in contemporary Iran. While Hedayat’s
narrative has become the dominant literary archetype of the "Luti"
(traditional man of honor), it stands in stark contrast to the oral
traditions of Shiraz—the historical birthplace of the figure known as
Akbar Dayi Mohammad. This research posits that Dash Akol’s
identity is not a stable unity but a battlefield where two conflicting
narratives strive to inscribe their meanings: the literary version that
idealizes the hero and the folk tradition that remembers a physically
broken, politically resistant rebel.

2. Methodology

The study utilizes Michel Foucault’s theoretical frameworks,
specifically disciplinary power and biopolitics, to analyze the
mechanisms of body regulation and normalization in the story.
Disciplinary power is examined as a tool for producing "docile
bodies,” which is essential for understanding the behavioral codes of
the Javanmardi (chivalry) culture. Furthermore, the article draws upon
the Subaltern Studies approach of Ranajit Guha to recover
marginalized voices and "alternative narratives" that have been
obscured by elite historiography and the aesthetic dominance of
modern literature.
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3. Results

The comparative analysis reveals that Dash Akol’s metamorphosis
from a "maimed outlaw" in folk traditions into a "flawless hero™ in
Hedayat’s rendition constitutes a profound ideological appropriationm
Key findings include:

o Somatic Depoliticization: In oral history, Dash Akol bore
scars of state torture—including a severed hand and a maimed
leg—which served as a physical archive of resistance against
the Qajar government. Hedayat replaced these political
wounds with aesthetic facial scars, effectively severing the
connection between the hero's body and its history of political
punishment.

o Aesthetic Purification: Under the influence of European
Romanticism and the Pahlavi-era nation-building discourse,
Hedayat transformed the "grotesque™ body of the subaltern
into a symbol of "noble tragedy”. This process involved
erasing non-normative sexualities and political motives to
refashion the character into a "respectable™ national icon.

o Narrative Dominance: The success of Hedayat's version,
further reinforced by Masoud Kimiai’s 1971 cinematic
adaptation, led to the systematic silencing of the "alternative
body" preserved in the collective memory of Shiraz.

4. Conclusion

Ultimately, the article concludes that the literary Dash Akol is a
monument built by the victors of the modern cultural struggle. The
"purification™ of his body—cleansing it of rebellion, physical defects,
and heterodox desires—rendered him "safe" for the modern national
archive but at the cost of erasing the subaltern truth. A comprehensive
understanding of this character requires reading "against the grain™ to
rediscover the rebellious and physically scarred history that was
masterfully excised from the literary text.
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