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Five Frames for the future of Al Law and Policy

Abstract

Law and policy discussions concerning the impact of artificial
intelligence (Al) upon society are stagnating. By this, we mean
that contemporary discussions adopt implicit assumptions in their
approaches to Al, which presuppose the characteristics of entity,
externality, and exclusivity. In other words, for law and policy
purposes: Al is often treated as something (encapsulated by Al
personhood proposals); as the other (discernible from concerns
that human beings are the decision subjects ofAl applications);
and as artificial (thereby concentrating on the artefactual
characteristics of Al). Taken together, these form an overly
narrow model of Al and unnecessarily constrain the palette of law
and policy responses to both the challenges and opportunities
presented by the technology. As a step towards rounding out law
and policy responses to Al,with a viewto providing greater
societal resilience to, and preparedness for, technologically-
induced disruption, we suggest a more integrated and open-
minded approach in how we model Al: influence, where human
behaviour is directed and manipulated; immersion,where the
distinctions between physical and virtual realities dissolve;
intensity, where realities and experiences can be sharpened,
lengthened, or otherwise altered; integration, where the
boundaries between Al and human are being blurred; and
interaction, where feedback loops undermine notions of linearity
and causality. These pivots suggest different types of human
relationships with Al, drawing attention to the legal and policy
implications of engaging in Al-influenced worlds. We will
ground these conceptually driven policy framing pivots in
examples involving harm. These will demonstrate how
contemporary law and policy framings are overly narrow and too
dependent on previous comforting pathways.Wewill suggest that
further problem-finding endeavours will be necessary to ensure
more robust and resilient law and policy responses to the
challenges posed by Al.

Keywords: Extended Reality (XR), Virtual Reality (VR),
Augmented Reality (AR), Immersion, Manipulation, Virtual
Violence, Legal Disruption, Virtual Environments, Law and Policy
Responses
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