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Abstract

This study examines the socialization process of Georgian migrants in Safavid Iran.
It seeks to analyze their interaction with Iran’s social, cultural, and political
structures, employing Anthony Giddens’ structuration theory and John Berry’s
acculturation model. The migration of Georgians to Iran, largely a consequence of
forced displacement and military-security policies, resulted in significant
demographic and cultural shifts within Iran’s central regions. Findings indicate that
despite the particular circumstances of their migration, Georgians successfully
integrated into the Safavid power structure and actively contributed to the
maintenance of social order. By focusing on both structure and agency, this article
demonstrates that the socialization of Georgians was shaped not only by state
policies but also through cultural and identity-driven pathways. The application of
Giddens’ and Berry’s theoretical frameworks facilitates a multi-layered analysis of
this process, contributing to a deeper understanding of the migration experience
within its historical context.

Keywords: Iran, Safavid, Georgian migrants, migrant socialization, migrant
community-building, ethnic identity
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