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This study analyzes and critically reassesses Allameh Tabataba'1’s
interpretive framework concerning the mutashabih (ambiguous) verses
of the Noble Qur’an. As a foundational step, his relevant discussions—
primarily presented in his commentary on verse 7 of Siirat Al ‘Imran—
were extracted and systematically organized. According to Allameh’s
hermeneutical principles, mutashabih verses are those possessing
multiple apparent meanings and the capacity to convey more than one
possible interpretation, particularly those pertaining to metaphysical
realities. Because the subjects of these verses lie beyond the realm of
sensory perception, their initial reception tends to generate material or
anthropomorphic conceptions in the mind of the reader. From the
exegete’s perspective, however, the true meaning of these verses
becomes discoverable through their referral to the corpus of muhkam
(clear and decisive) verses. Additionally, Allameh Tabataba 1 classifies
certain abrogated verses as mutashabih, although this category falls
beyond the scope of the present investigation. In this research,
ambiguous verses are classified under two thematic categories: (1)
verses concerning divine attributes and actions, and (2) verses
pertaining to the unseen realm (al-ghayb) and eschatology. Allameh
regards the interpretive return of mutashabih verses to muhkamat as the
primary criterion for resolving ambiguity. Nevertheless, in cases such
as the verses relating to the “Balance” (al-mizan) and the “Preserved
Tablet” (al-lawh al-mahfiiz), he relies exclusively upon transmitted
reports (riwayat) as interpretive tools. Furthermore, in his treatment of
the “Shin” (al-sag), he interprets the verse on the basis of common
human behavior in moments of distress. This study thus reveals that
while Allameh’s hermeneutical framework provides a systematic
approach to mutashabih verses, its application in certain instances
exhibits inconsistencies with his stated methodology.
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