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Sahib al-Safinah, The The Noble Qur’an presents its narratives with varying degrees of
Vessel, Qur'an 29:15, specificity—sometimes detailing events with precise particulars, and at
Stirah al-‘ Ankabiit, other times offering general references that demand scholarly
Exegetical Analysis elucidation. Among the latter is the phrase “the companions of the
Received: 17 November 2025; vessel” (ashab al-safinah) in Qur’an 29:15, the implication and referent

Accepted: 15 April 2026 : . . :
coeplet: > Apn of which remain ambiguous and contested among commentators. This

Article type: Research Paper study aims to explicate this expression through an analytical-

DOI: 10.22034/i.2026.2078089.1061 descriptive method. The findings indicate that: (a) While exegetes have
identified “the vessel” (al-safinah) in Strah al-‘ Ankabtt with the Ark
of Noah (peace be upon him), the Qur’an employs the term fulk (ark)
specifically for Noah’s narrative, rendering safinah incompatible with
the established referent. (b) The “vessel” in this context pertains to the
boat of the poor in the account of Moses (peace be upon him); thus,
“the companions of the vessel” are not the associates of Noah but rather
destitute individuals who earned their livelihood through their own
boat. (c) Deliverance constitutes a miracle, yet neither Noah’s Ark nor
the boat of the poor qualifies as miraculous; rather, they function as
signs (ayat), since the Qur’an equates the function of animals—
carrying humans and cargo—with that of the Ark, which transports
humans, animals, and cargo. (d) The movement of the vessel is
described with the verb “to move” (zajri); thus, water serves as a
metaphorical device to evince the grandeur of the vessel. Furthermore,
the people’s mockery of Noah (peace be upon him) was predicated
upon the absence of water. (e) The grandeur of certain divine
creations—such as the expanse of waters and the sending of winds—
surpasses the grandeur of the vessel. Had the winds not stirred a storm
causing waves to rise like mountains, the mere presence of the boat and
water would have been insufficient.
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