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Abstract

Tagiyyah, as one of the important teachings of Imami jurisprudence, has a special place in
Quranic, narrational, and jurisprudential sources, and in certain circumstances, such as fear
of personal, financial, or religious harm, has been prescribed or even considered obligatory
as a rational and religious strategy to protect religion and believers. However, in
contemporary discourse, tagiyyah is sometimes confused with concepts such as submission,
passivity, and cultural self-denial; in such a way that this restrictive and expedient
jurisprudential ruling is incorrectly introduced as a means of justifying retreat or
abandonment of social and religious responsibilities. The present study, to explain the
jurisprudential limits of tagiyyah and distinguish it from similar concepts, seeks to answer
the main question: “What is the relationship between legitimate tagiyyah and submission and
self-denial in Imami jurisprudence?” The research method is descriptive-analytical and relies
on Imami jurisprudential, interpretative and narrative sources. The research findings show
that tagiyyah is a temporary matter, subject to necessity and in line with preserving the
supreme interest of religion, and is in no way synonymous with concepts such as
submission, fear, or cultural self-defeat. Based on the analysis of jurisprudential sources and
the character of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.), tagiyyah can be considered an honorable strategy that,
in certain circumstances, replaces open confrontation with hidden resistance and enables the
survival and spread of truth. A clear understanding of this concept is of strategic importance.
Keywords: Tagiyyah, Submission, Cultural Self-Defeat, Resistance, Negation of the
Mustache, Cultural Independence.
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