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Abstract

With the emergence and spread of Islam in Iran, many of the ancient Persian
customs and traditions underwent significant changes. Following the traditions of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as a noble example gradually replaced pre-Islamic
practices in many areas, including the institution of marriage. However, in recent
years, a growing number of Iranian youth, seeking a return to their ancestral
traditions, have attempted to replace the Islamic marriage contract (Nikah) with the
so-called Arian marriage contract, based on ancient Iranian customs—outside the
conventional religious and legal frameworks. This phenomenon has, in turn, raised
various challenges in terms of legitimacy, legal consequences, and social
implications, making it one of the emerging issues in contemporary social relations.
This study, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, concludes that the
tendency to perform the Arian marriage contract instead of the Islamic Nikah is
problematic not only due to concerns regarding the legal validity of the marriage and
ambiguities in determining the rights and obligations of the spouses, but also
because it involves several other issues. These include blind imitation of ancestral
traditions, undermining Islamic rulings, introducing religious innovations (bid‘ah) ,
inclinations toward racial superiority, and diminishing the significance of the
comprehensive nature of Islam and the necessity of following the Prophet’s example
as a model for society. Over time, this trend is likely to evolve into a cultural-
religious challenge. The present study examines existing jurisprudential and legal
perspectives and offers solutions to address the religious and legal obstacles related
to this type of marriage.
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