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Abstract

In recent years, social media has emerged as one of the most significant
arenas for the reproduction and contestation of political discourses in lIran.
Drawing on Laclau and Mouffe’s theoretical framework, this article examines
the role of new social media in constraining state power. The main research
guestion addresses how social media can function as a field of discursive
struggle, challenging the hegemony of the official state discourse. The study
employs critical discourse analysis and investigates selected instances of media
actions on social networking platforms. Findings indicate that social media
facilitates the formation of alternative discourses through the creation of
equivalential chains, highlighting empty signifiers, and redefining key concepts.
This process not only limits state power at symbolic and semantic levels but also
enhances social mobilization and public advocacy. The study concludes that,
despite structural constraints and limitations, social media in Iran has become
a platform for redefining the relationship between the state and society.

Keywords: social media, state power, discourse, Laclau and Mouffe,
hegemony.
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