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Abstract

The expansion of Islamism in the Middle East and the rise of radical
movements employing violence have transformed the region’s security and legal
landscape. Among these movements, the Islamic State (ISIS) stands out as a
prominent example of “sectarian violence, ” relying on a takfiri ideology to carry
out actions ranging from mass Kkillings and targeted purges to sexual
enslavement and the destruction of cultural heritage.This article adopts a
descriptive—analytical approach based on library research. First, it examines
the intellectual and ideological foundations of takfir and the emergence of ISIS
in Irag and Syria. Then, relying on the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, it assesses the group’s actions under three legal categories:
“genocide” (Article 6), “crimes against humanity” (Article 7), and “war
crimes” (Article 8). The study demonstrates that there is significant evidence
indicating specific intent toward certain religious—ethnic groups, particularly
the Yazidis; that the “widespread and systematic” requirement for crimes
against humanity can be established; and that numerous examples of Article 8
offenses have occurred in the context of non-international armed conflicts.
However, due to ISIS’s non-state character, the applicability of the “crime of
aggression” (Article 8 bis) is excluded.The findings highlight the relationship
between takfiri ideology and sectarian violence, while emphasizing evidentiary
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challenges, including proving specific intent in cases of genocide, as well as
implications for regional criminal policy and transitional justice.

Keywords: ISIS, sectarian violence, genocide, crimes against humanity, war
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