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The expansion of cyberspace and the removal of geographical constraints have
enabled communication to be established in the shortest possible time, leading to
the widespread attraction of users. Notwithstanding these advantages, a number of
challenges have emerged in this domain, prompting governments to move toward
increased oversight, criminalization, and the restriction of behaviors that threaten the
public interest. One of the most serious challenges of cyberspace is the incitement
of vulnerable individuals—particularly children and adolescents—to suicide; a phe-
nomenon that not only endangers the life of the individual but also inflicts irrepa-
rable psychological and physical harm on others and deprives society of its future
human capital. Effective confrontation with this phenomenon through criminaliza-
tion requires the selection of foundations that are most consistent with governmental
perspectives and prevailing social norms. Accordingly, the present study, employing
a descriptive—analytical method, examines the principles of criminalization across
three dimensions: social, political, and legal. These foundations include the harm
principle, social acceptability, and public offense in the social dimension; the princi-
ples of legal paternalism and expediency in the political dimension; and the protection
of legal moralism, privacy, the principle of minimal criminalization, and the harmoni-
zation of cyberspace legislation with international approaches in the legal dimension.
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1. John Stuart Mill.
2. The principle of utility.
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