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Private property, alongside individual liberty, has long been ot

regarded by many thinkers as one of the foundational pillars in Vol. 2 | No. 4 | Fall 2025 Winter

2026

the emergence of civilized and autonomous human societies. (Original Article)

Within the framework of International Humanitarian Law (IHL),

https://jrpl.illrc.ac.ir

the protection of civilians’ private property in occupied territories DOI:

. L . . 10.22034/jrpl.2025.2072273.1181
is a core obligation of any occupying power. Employing a

descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing upon library
research, international legal instruments, and a comparative
assessment of the events of the Gaza War (2023-2025), this study
examines the scope of these obligations and evaluates Israel’s
compliance with them. The findings show that the Four Geneva
Conventions of 1949, the Hague Regulations of 1907, and
customary international law impose three principal duties upon
the occupying power: the prohibition of its permanent

appropriation, and  the  prohibition  of  pillage. Yy
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Destruction or limited seizure is permissible only in situations
of “absolute military necessity,” and even then must be temporary,
proportionate, and strictly justified.Widespread violations of
private property in occupied territories often intersect with other
grave offenses, such as forcible transfer, persecution, and cruel or
degrading treatment, and may form part of broader patterns of
collective punishment or ethnic cleansing. The review of events
in the Gaza War demonstrates that the Israeli military has
breached these legal obligations through the systematic and
deliberate destruction of residential areas, infrastructure,
agricultural lands, and both movable and immovable property, as
well as through the organized pillaging of civilians’ belongings.
Many of these actions lacked legitimate military justification and
appear to have been carried out for purposes including collective
punishment, demographic engineering, and long-term political
objectives. Accordingly, these acts constitute not only serious
violations of IHL but also prosecutable war crimes and crimes
against humanity within the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court (ICC). The study concludes that the systematic
infringement of private property rights in Gaza has produced
devastating humanitarian and economic consequences, and
underscores the responsibility of the international community to
ensure accountability through legal mechanisms such as
sanctions, criminal prosecution, and support for the

documentation and investigation of violations.

Keywords: Ballast Water, Invasive Species, International
Maritime Organization, Marine Environment, Ballast Water

Management Convention.
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