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The tension between two fundamental rights, liberty and .
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security, remains one of the most prominent and controversial
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issues in political philosophy and public law. This conceptual . .
(Original Article)

opposition has gained renewed urgency in light of emerging
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global crises, including terrorism, pandemics, migration waves,
DOI:

and the resurgence of authoritarianism. This study conducts a 10.22034/jrp|.2025.2067630.1171

comparative analysis of the place of liberty and security in the
political thought of Niccol0 Machiavelli, focusing on his two
seminal works: The Prince and Discourses on Livy. Using a
qualitative, content-based methodology centered on key
political-legal themes, the research seeks to determine whether
Machiavelli promotes an absolute hierarchy between these rights
or conceives of their relationship as contextual, fluid, and

regime-dependent.
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The findings demonstrate a clear distinction across his works.
In The Prince, Machiavelli presents security as the foundation of
political authority and the primary condition for survival during
crises, portraying liberty as subordinate to political stability and
largely dependent on the consolidation of power. Conversely, in
the Discourses, liberty is treated not only as a civic virtue but also
as a structural necessity for sustaining a republican order. Here,
Machiavelli emphasizes the role of institutional balance, citizen
participation, and the rule of law in securing a functional
equilibrium between liberty and security.From Machiavelli’s
perspective, liberty and security are not inherently antagonistic
but exist in a dialectical and situational relationship. While the
primacy of security may be justified in unstable or corrupt
regimes, liberty becomes integral to long-term security in legally
grounded and participatory systems. This reading challenges
reductive interpretations of Machiavelli as a purely authoritarian
thinker, positioning him instead as a realist strategist of political
order concerned with designing sustainable models of
governance that harmonize restrained liberty and participatory
security. By bridging the theoretical gap between Machiavelli’s
two major works, this article offers a more nuanced and balanced
interpretation of his legacy, opening the way for applying
classical political insights to contemporary debates about

governance, crisis management, and democratic resilience.

Keywords : Machiavelli, Right to Liberty, Right to Security,
Prince, Political Philosophy.
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