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Abstract

This study aims to identify the ethical and functional foundations of human rights
within the framework of the Eastern approach by analyzing a set of perspectives,
philosophies, and intellectual traditions that have developed in the East, particularly in the
Asian continent. By identifying a range of ethical foundations through thematic structuring
of sociological and legal sources, the present research employs thematic analysis as one of
the widely used methods in qualitative research. Detailed datasets related to the ethical and
functional foundations of human rights within the Eastern approach were extracted, and
key patterns were vividly identified. The findings of the study indicate that the ethical
foundations of human rights in the Eastern approach are primarily grounded in ethical and
religious philosophies such as Confucian philosophy, Indian philosophical traditions,
Buddhism, and Islamic human rights. These foundations possess both distinctive and, at
times, overlapping features, which are analytically examined in this article. At the same
time, the implementation and practical realization of each of these foundations encounter
various challenges, including cultural differences, the influence of governmental policies,
and social and economic inequalities. The practical analysis of these foundations requires
careful consideration of cultural and historical differences within the Eastern approach
so that, through an understanding of such differences, the existing challenges can be
effectively addressed and resolved. Human rights, as one of the fundamental concepts of
the contemporary world, encompass a set of inherent, inalienable, and non-derogable rights
and freedoms belonging to all human beings. These rights exist regardless of gender,
religion, race, language, or nationality and are characterized by features such as
inviolability, legal enforceability, protection and guarantee, universality, and inherent
nature. Given that the Eastern approach to human rights embodies multidimensional
perspectives shaped by culture, religious thought, history, political considerations, and
social conditions across different periods, the ethical and functional foundations of human
rights within this framework require careful and meticulous examination and reflection
upon cultural and historical differences. Taking into account such diversity and complexity
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enables this approach to provide a more comprehensive and contextually appropriate
interpretation of human rights. Furthermore, the distinctive orientation of the Eastern
approach toward human rights—based on the aforementioned characteristics—represents a
noteworthy perspective. One of its prominent features is the emphasis on community and
social responsibilities. In contrast to the Western approach to human rights, which places
greater emphasis on humanism and individualism, the Eastern perspective seeks to achieve
a balanced outcome between the individual and the collective, thereby offering a more
effective conceptual framework for the analysis of human rights.

Keywords: Eastern Approach, Eastern Ethical Philosophy, Human Rights, Solidarity,
Justice and Equality, Human Dignity.
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1. Exestanseal

2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). Article 22: Everyone, as a member of society, has the
right to social security and is entitled to realization of the economic, social, and cultural rights
indispensable for their dignity.

3. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): Article 1: All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another
in a spirit of brotherhood. Article 2: Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or
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other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall
be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to
which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other
limitation of sovereignty.

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). Article 7: All are equal before the law and are entitled
without any discrimination to equal protection of the law.

2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). Article 3: Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and
security of person. Article 19: Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

3. United Nations Convention against Corruption (2003). Article 10: States are required to enhance
transparency in their public administration. Article 13: The participation of civil society and access to
information are essential for combating corruption.

https://phlg.bou.ac.ir/



YAV | (Bt il > piu o> (53 las g (IUST o

Mol dnss Gl a5 e Lagludl 45 0l AST ol cpl s dnansd 5 Sy s Jaes 03 33 535 D]
LM 4 o s e il 13555 Sl bS5 5 ol (S5 31 615 3 5 e
JB e s 0 55 sy s Jilas )3 CIe 4y o 2end 5 (6 S el )3 g0 508 LS s
3 ey s 5355 S Gl 3 S Ol an Conb ol aSplzeen Tl LSS
g By 9l 93} gl 555 gl JSS 9 0 sl e3le paliad o812 ol 5 5 (6345 (Sekias )
Lo o)L 53 gl aadlel 57Ul Jlayp sy Il Sy Jame 31 4S 305 G ) (6358
G S5 N ol 3 esMe pldl 48 U8 o ST el ol 55 el S
L s 1y 35 Sy a3 (S5 enlin Ll 51 (5513055

Lacde 5lays 58 s (e 5 Shmet g o A6 tamalom 3Ly Koo 5 slous]
(Sl e 53 S0 Bsi ) Solem s s 5 6l

G (83,0 2 S sdb U ST Lol opl i Bai anedlel )31 Kia b 5 (6,50 slacyls b d
b S5y 53 asblil JISE 4 KI5 e eimmen T3 gd dies s cade 5 ol ¢S (gl 31 3l
e 53130, a G 45 Kb oo dgate L9350 (G g 3l AL azils CS) s anol>
5 3bad s I la et Ls NS e a8 (3055 arad (ks ¢ Kb sl 53 S5
Olse g0l (pSiaie o B Sler 4ol (opmasay 2 G Mol sl il S
Dy g S 53 Calises (glaysdiS 53 fh Gsi Cunios L)) ln ol

g0 orl e Ol (B8 by iy a5 3 Al 180 Cdlay g 3 Sl Bsd SN Gl
b glacKin b5 b5 deed CIB s S ol Laaieds 5 baalu ) 3l (glassoms By o il
et 13l 5o e lple s S Bl 4y 5 4l 7S Ll o3 »lopar Gl 3,5
B M| Sl s A ol (s 58S 55 ol [SKin b slas S0 s 5 Laadu il
e33demn ol 53 sl Oy )15 45T s 5 3T slaainds  Btes ¢ 3,3 Cila, s Lo
8755 JB oS 5 S35l a5 e 93 45 (Sid 5 usemshS (Slaatalls 5 LS a8 g0z
Sl el (B8 Cdlny Gasloan (St 3 (K04 ol (0SB rzeen 5 Llosg 1oy

1. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992).

2. Principle 1: Human beings are at the center of concerns for sustainable development and are entitled to
a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. Principle 10: Access to information, public
participation in decision-making, and access to justice in environmental matters are essential.

. European Convention on Human Rights (1950)

. Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment (1972)

. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)
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