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International Law, International and Comparative Business Law and Public Policy 4 (Brill Nijhoff,

2023), p. 570. Nicolas Cornell and Kevin Werbach, “Contracts Ex Machina”, Duke Law Journal 67,
No. 2 (November 21, 2017, p. 352.
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1. Jonathan Rohr, “Smart Contracts in Traditional Contract Law, Or: The Law of the Vending

Machine”, Cleveland State Law Review 67, no. 1 (2019): 67-88, p. 68 .Weiqin ZOU et al., “Smart
Contract Development: Challenges and Opportunities”, IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering,
Vol. 47, No. 10, 2021, 2084-2106, p. 2 .Shafaq Khan et al., “Blockchain Smart Contracts:
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OlasMe (B yr g diadgn 3138 (5)9ld b )b (cw) P o s (0 9 2B (i doste (s (Jeslonl )y
Yoo VY ol &l Bats

2. Khan et al., Ibid. p. 2901. Rohr, Ibid. p. 68. ZOU et al., Ibid. p. 2.

3. Merit Ko“lvart, Margus Poola, and Addi Rull, “Smart Contracts”, ed. Tanel Kerikma“e and Addi

Rull, Springer, The Future of Law and eTechnologies, 2016, p. 134.p. Rohr, Ibid.p. 68. ZOU et al.,
1bid. p. 2. Khan et al., Ibid. p.2901.
4. Sara Hourani, “Cross-Border Smart Contracts: Boosting International Digital Trade through Trust
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Sustainable Development: Proceedings of the Congress of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law Vienna (UNCITRAL Congress on ‘Modernizing International Trade Law to
Support Innovation and Sustainable Development, Vienna: United Nations, 2017, 118-19, p. 1.
5. Bikramaditya Singhal, Gautam Dhameja, and Priyansu Panda, Beginning Blockchain: A
Beginner’s Guide to Building Blockchain Solutions, 2018, p. 26.
6. J. Dax Hansen, Laurie Rosini, and Carla L. Reyes, “More Legal Aspects of Smart Contract
Applications (Token Sales, Capital Markets, Supply Chain Management, Government and Smart
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7. Primavera De Filippi and Aaron Wright, Blockchain and the Law: The Rule of Code, 2018, p. 77.
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1. Daniel Kraus, Thierry Obrist, and Olivier Hari, eds., Blockchains, Smart Contracts,
Decentralised Autonomous Organisations and the Law (Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, MA:
Edward Elgar Publishing, 2019, p. 57.

2. Khan et al., “Blockchain Smart Contracts: Applications, Challenges, and Future Trends.”, p. 2916.

(b 62 WAY Jlo Cgae glpl (Sg sl )b (6 o3le gl 2 ¥
4. “ELI Principles on Blockchain Technology, Smart Contracts and Consumer Protection”, 2023, p. 20.
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Abstract
“Smart contracts” are among the achievements of the rapid advancement of

technology in various fields of human life, particularly in the domain of legal
relations in recent decades. These contracts are self-executing agreements based on
blockchain software systems, with their terms expressed in computer code. Smart
contracts are characterized by features such as inflexibility and automatic
execution. Given these characteristics, it might be assumed that there is no room
for the existence or exercise of options (khiyarat) especially those granted by law
within such modern forms of contracts. This article addresses the potential issues
and challenges related to the termination of smart contracts due to the exercise of
legal options, critically analyzing the possible views surrounding this matter. It
concludes that, under Iranian civil law and Imamiya jurisprudence, the
aforementioned features of smart contracts do not preclude the establishment or
exercise of either legal or contractual options. No fundamental or significant
difference can be found between smart contracts and traditional contracts with
respect to termination through options. However, this does not rule out the
possibility that, in some smart contracts and depending on the specific
circumstances of each transaction, the parties may have implicitly waived some or
all of their options — a phenomenon that is natural in any transaction.
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