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The judicial reviewability of appointments to political- Iranian Law and Legal Research
Institute
administrative positions constitutes a central and evolving issue
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in delineating the jurisdictional boundaries of the Administrative 2026
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Justice Court in Iran. This question gained particular prominence

following the issuance of General Board Ruling No. voww. Analysis.lirc.ac.r

L. g DOI:
14023190000920600, a decision that sparked extensive legal 10.22034/analysis. 2025.2071507.1112

debate due to its farreaching implications. In this ruling, the

General Board annulled the decree appointing the Vice President
and Head of the Administrative and Recruitment Affairs
Organization, thereby opening a new chapter in the discourse on
judicial oversight over senior governmental appointments.
Recognizing the significance of this development, the present
study employs a descriptive-analytical method grounded in
authoritative legal literature and judicial documents to examine

the layers and consequences of this unprecedented decision.
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The petitioner advanced two substantive arguments. The
first centered on the employment status of the appointed
official, who was serving as a faculty member at Imam Sadiq
University—a nongovernmental institution. Under Article
47 of the Civil Service Management Act, individuals
employed by nongovernmental bodies may not be appointed
to official governmental posts; thus, the appointment was
alleged to be unlawful. The second argument concerned the
incompatibility of concurrently holding academic and
governmental executive positions, which the petitioner
claimed violated the Law on the Prohibition of Holding More
Than One Occupation. These claims form the substantive
core of the dispute and are assessed in detail within the article.
Beyond these material considerations, the study devotes
substantial attention to the procedural and jurisdictional
dimension of the rulingnamely, whether the General Board
possessed the authority to adjudicate and ultimately annul a
high-level executive appointment. By outlining both
supportive and critical perspectives, the article explores
competing interpretations regarding the scope of the Court’s
supervisory jurisdiction and its legitimacy in entering the
domain of political appointments. Through this analysis, the
research highlights the broader legal and administrative
implications of the ruling and contributes to a deeper
understanding of the expanding role of judicial oversight in

Iran’s administrative governance.
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