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1.INTRODUCTION

In the contemporary world, developmental violence, often embedded within the processes of development itself
through phenomena such as environmental degradation and climate crises, has made the integration of human
rights into economic policies essential. Over the past decades, the concept of the green economy has emerged
in response to these challenges, aiming to balance economic efficiency with environmental protection while
aligning with human rights standards. These two domains intersect: the green economy seeks development
with minimal environmental harm to human life, whereas international human rights law mandates environ-
mental respect and sustainable development. Incorporating human rights into economic policies thus promotes
a model of development that safeguards human dignity while fostering clean technologies and the sustainable
use of natural resources.

While economic development has undoubtedly advanced human well-being and transformed lifestyles, it has
also produced serious environmental challenges, notably climate change. Rapid economic expansion, particu-
larly in major emerging economies, has heightened environmental pressures through large-scale greenhouse
gas emissions and overexploitation of natural resources. These trends demonstrate that growth pursued with-
out sufficient environmental and human safeguards can undermine the foundations of human welfare.

The concept of developmental violence underscores that national and international economic activities often
impose significant environmental and social burdens. Development projects may degrade renewable resources
such as water and soil, particularly within local ecosystems, and may even trigger social tensions and conflicts.
Large-scale initiatives, including industrial agriculture, dam construction, and mining, frequently disregard the
needs of local communities, depriving them of essential resources. Communities heavily dependent on these
resources may perceive development not as progress but as dispossession, exacerbating social inequalities and,
in some cases, fueling violent conflict.

Environmental crises, including climate change, air pollution, and resource depletion, now constitute some of
the most urgent threats to human life, particularly for future generations. Effective responses, especially the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, require international cooperation and global commitments across trade,
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transportation, contractual relations, and sustainable development. Consequently, environmental considera-
tions are intrinsically linked to human rights standards. International institutions have increasingly integrated
human rights principles into environmental law, fostering synergy between these fields and enhancing decision-
making at both national and international levels.

2.PURPOSE

Against this backdrop, the green economy has emerged as a strategy to advance sustainable development by
minimizing the environmental impacts of economic activities while promoting social and economic well-being.
It is intrinsically linked to human rights, aiming not only to respect them but also to facilitate their effective
realization. Principles of international human rights law thus form a foundational pillar of the green economy,
influencing both economic domains, such as labor rights, and environmental spheres, including air and water
quality. Through this interaction, the green economy and human rights collectively enhance socio-economic
welfare and environmental protection.

This study hypothesizes that integrating international human rights principles, such as intergenerational equity
and climate justice, into economic policymaking strengthens the green economy. Such integration establishes a
balanced relationship among environmental objectives, economic goals, and human rights commitments within
the sustainable development framework.

Existing scholarship highlights the interdependence between human rights and environmental protection, em-
phasizing the necessity of equality, including gender equality, in green economy strategies and employment
policies. Research has also explored human rights-based approaches to development, the role of the green
economy in international environmental law, protection of future generations’ rights, and the interaction of
green economy policies with international trade law to safeguard both the environment and human rights.
Building on this literature, the present article adopts a comprehensive approach, examining international green
economy standards through the lens of international human rights law. It clarifies the concept and objectives of
the green economy, explores its convergence with human rights law, and analyzes the influence of key human
rights principles on the development and consolidation of the green economy.

3. METHODOLOGY

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study explores the convergence between the green economy and
international human rights law, highlighting how concepts such as climate justice, equity, and access to in-
formation reinforce sustainable economic practices. Intergenerational equity, emphasizing fair distribution of
resources and environmental responsibilities, provides a framework to integrate social and climate justice into
economic policies, ensuring benefits for present and future generations.

Formally recognized at the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20, 2012), the green economy is
central to sustainable development and poverty reduction. It harmonizes economic, social, and environmental
objectives, prioritizing environmental human rights, clean and resource-efficient activities, and green employ-
ment. By promoting carbon reduction, resource efficiency, and biodiversity conservation, it enhances human
well-being and social justice, guiding policymaking at national and international levels.

The green economy embodies sustainable development, defined as meeting present needs without compro-
mising future generations. Achieving this requires environmentally compatible economic models, structural
reforms, green technologies, sustainable financing, and protection of vulnerable groups. In addition to environ-
mental benefits, it generates economic growth, innovation, competitiveness, and employment in sectors such
as renewable energy and sustainable agriculture, reconciling economic growth with environmental protection.
Conceptually, the green economy and international human rights law converge: both prioritize minimizing en-
vironmental harm, sustainable resource use, and social justice as prerequisites for human dignity. Integrating
human rights into green economy policies fosters development that simultaneously advances economic welfare,
equity, and environmental protection, evident in poverty reduction, sustainable employment, equitable access
to resources, public health, and rule of law.
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Human rights across all generations play a pivotal role in reinforcing the green economy. Civil and political rights,
especially the right to life, link directly to environmental protection, while economic, social, and cultural rights
provide a foundation for social justice, fair labor, social security, and access to education and health, key elements
in advancing green economy objectives. Third-generation rights, including the right to a healthy environment
and the right to development, establish a framework in which economic growth, social equity, and environmental
protection are pursued concurrently, ensuring both intergenerational and intragenerational fairness.

The convergence of the green economy and human rights relies on principles such as sustainability, resilience,
inclusive growth, climate justice, equitable food systems, and public participation. Policies must consider long-
term environmental impacts and involve diverse social groups, particularly vulnerable populations. International
agreements increasingly recognize the necessity of embedding human rights into sustainable development and
green economy frameworks.

A green economy can effectively advance sustainable development only when human rights principles guide
policy design, implementation, and monitoring. This approach mitigates environmental harm, strengthens so-
cial justice, protects labor rights, reduces inequalities, and improves living conditions, forming a coherent path
toward a just and sustainable world. Justice-oriented policies are essential in sectors such as energy, trans-
port, food, and housing, where environmental improvements can also create employment, lower costs for low-
income communities, and enhance access to essential services. Conversely, ignoring justice risks exacerbating
poverty and inequality.

Inclusive green policies that address structural inequalities, poverty, and discrimination promote participa-
tory growth and strengthen the green economy. “Environmental democracy”, emphasizing access to informa-
tion, meaningful participation, and environmental remedies, enhances transparency, accountability, and public
awareness, particularly benefiting marginalized groups. Experiences from the EU and developing countries
demonstrate that integrating participatory rights with green economy objectives can simultaneously advance
employment, renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, poverty reduction, and environmental protection.
Climate justice, emphasizing common but differentiated responsibilities, addresses historical inequalities in
climate impacts and protects vulnerable populations. Without justice-based approaches, climate policies may
generate new inequalities. The international human rights system, grounded in dignity, participation, and state
accountability, provides a rule-based framework for embedding social and climate justice into the green econo-
my. Ultimately, a just green economy, at both national and international levels, can reduce economic disparities,
advance social justice, generate sustainable employment, and ensure effective environmental protection within
the broader framework of sustainable development.

4-1. Climate Justice and Environmental Democracy

Climate change poses significant and far-reaching threats to human rights, disproportionately impacting vul-
nerable communities. The green economy promotes climate justice by supporting adaptation measures and
ensuring that the burdens and benefits of climate change are fairly distributed, aligning policies with human
rights principles and safeguarding human dignity.

Emerging from social and environmental justice discourses, climate justice has gained recognition as an inde-
pendent framework for addressing global climate crises. Events like Hurricane Katrina (2005) illustrate how
structural inequalities, such as poverty, racial discrimination, and limited access to public services, intensify
vulnerability to climate hazards, showing that social disparities precondition susceptibility to environmental
disasters. Integrating climate justice into carbon taxation, mandatory emission reductions, and the transition to
green jobs reflects its central role in forward-looking policy, complementing social justice by promoting equi-
table distribution of environmental responsibilities and benefits.

Environmental democracy, as a legal approach, emphasizes public participation in environmental protection
and natural resource management. It comprises three fundamental rights: access to environmental information,
meaningful participation in decision-making, and remedies for environmental harm. Protecting these rights,
particularly for marginalized and vulnerable groups, advances justice and sustainable development. By enhancing
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transparency, accountability, and civic engagement, environmental democracy improves policymaking effective-
ness, ensures compliance with international obligations, and fosters public awareness of environmental policies.

4-2. Intragenerational and Intergenerational Equity

Intragenerational and intergenerational equity constitute two fundamental dimensions of the principle of eq-
uity in international law, each grounded in human rights. Intragenerational equity concerns equality within
the present generation, whereas intergenerational equity emphasizes fairness between generations, obligating
the current generation to respect the rights and interests of future generations in the utilization of natural re-
sources and environmental protection. This principle is founded on the notion of the Earth as a shared heritage
of past, present, and future generations, requiring the equitable distribution of resources and environmental
responsibilities.

Intergenerational equity provides a comprehensive framework for linking social and climate justice. It encom-
passes distributive justice, ensuring fair allocation of resources and obligations; restorative justice, through
compensation for environmental harm and ecosystem restoration; and procedural justice, by guaranteeing eq-
uitable participation in decision-making processes. These dimensions illustrate that intergenerational equity is
not only forward-looking but also serves as a mechanism for achieving justice in the present, particularly by ad-
dressing environmental inequalities that disproportionately impact vulnerable communities. Integrating these
principles into climate policies strengthens social justice, mitigates environmental disparities, and promotes
responsible, sustainable development.

Climate change represents one of the most pressing ethical and legal challenges of our era, transcending both
geographical and generational boundaries. Effective responses require a global strategy grounded in equity,
focusing on mitigating climate change, reducing its adverse effects on human communities and ecosystems,
and facilitating the transfer of resources and capacities for adaptation, especially to vulnerable countries and
populations. Embedding these principles in binding legal frameworks at international, national, and local levels
is essential to ensure effectiveness and safeguard the rights of future generations. The Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals further reflect both intergenerational and intragenerational equity by emphasizing fair access to
resources, shared benefits, and the responsibility to address social and environmental inequalities.

4-3. Access to Information

Access to information is a fundamental prerequisite for the effective implementation of green economy poli-
cies. Ensuring transparent and equitable access to environmental information enhances public participation,
accountability, and trust, enabling stakeholders to monitor and evaluate policy outcomes effectively. This, in
turn, fosters collaboration between communities and policymakers, thereby improving the overall efficiency and
legitimacy of environmental governance.

4-4. The Right to a Healthy Environment

The right to a healthy environment is intrinsically linked to sustainable development and is increasingly recog-
nized as a fundamental human right, closely associated with the rights to life, health, and an adequate standard
of living. Although its status in customary international law remains debated, it is widely regarded as a collec-
tive, or third-generation, human right, reflecting the shared nature of environmental harms and responsibili-
ties. International jurisprudence has affirmed this right as both individual and collective, recognizing a healthy
environment as a global heritage for present and future generations. Safeguarding this right is crucial in the
transition to a green economy, particularly through the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and the mitiga-
tion of climate change.

4-5. Labor Rights and Green Jobs

Green jobs are a core element of the green economy, designed to reduce environmental harm while enhanc-
ing resource efficiency, energy use, waste management, and climate resilience. Spanning both traditional and
emerging sectors, these jobs contribute not only to environmental protection but also to addressing economic
and social challenges. Crucially, green employment must adhere to decent work standards, including fair wages,
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safe working conditions, labor rights, and social protection. While such employment provides opportunities for
income generation and poverty reduction, particularly in developing countries, gender inequalities persist, as
women often occupy lower-skilled and lower-paid positions. Nevertheless, the green sector also offers a plat-
form to challenge gender barriers and foster more inclusive labor markets.

Integrating equity, access to information, environmental rights, and labor standards into the green economy en-

hances its ability to promote sustainable development, social justice, and long-term environmental protection.

The close relationship between economic standards and international human rights law within the green econ-
omy framework illustrates a meaningful convergence between these two fields. This convergence is vital not
only for achieving sustainable development and social justice but also for advancing long-term economic and
environmental objectives. International human rights law exerts both direct and indirect influence on the de-
velopment, sustainability, and growth of the green economy. By aligning the green economy with sustainable
development principles, human rights norms guide economic activities toward the efficient use of natural re-
sources, the reduction of environmental harm, and the creation of economic and social opportunities.

Core principles of international human rights law, including climate justice, environmental democracy, com-
mon but differentiated responsibilities, intergenerational and intragenerational equity, access to information,
the right to a healthy environment, and labor rights in green employment, establish a substantive connection
with the green economy. Together, these principles ensure that sustainable economic development proceeds
alongside the protection of natural resources and ecosystems. Human rights thus provide a legal and ethical
framework for fair and inclusive economic development, making the integration of human rights considerations
essential for realizing green economy objectives.

To enhance this synergy, several strategic measures should be considered. First, international legal mechanisms
must be strengthened to protect natural resources, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, combat desertification,
and preserve biodiversity. Second, national and international green economic policies should be grounded
in human rights principles, emphasizing human dignity, social justice, and quality of life through sustainable
resource use, responsible trade, and expanded access to clean and renewable energy. Third, investment in
research, innovation, and technology development should be promoted, alongside knowledge and technology
transfer to facilitate the global adoption of green solutions. Fourth, cooperation among governments, interna-
tional organizations, and civil society should be reinforced to ensure effective implementation of green econo-
my policies while respecting human rights. Fifth, education and public awareness initiatives should be expanded
to highlight the positive impacts of the green economy on human rights and environmental protection.
Designing and implementing policies in harmony with human rights requires an integrated approach involving
governments, international institutions, civil society, and the private sector. International treaties and policy in-
struments demonstrate the growing recognition of the importance of combining sustainable development with
human rights protection, fostering global cooperation and platforms for sharing knowledge and best practices.
Accordingly, the green economy, by minimizing environmental harm while maximizing public welfare, rein-
forces its commitment to international human rights principles in pursuit of sustainable development and col-
lective action against climate change. The convergence of human rights and the green economy, particularly
through concepts such as climate justice and intergenerational equity, represents a pragmatic response to
global challenges, offering the potential for more equitable economic standards, fairer development patterns,
and enhanced societal well-being through social welfare and environmental protection.

Keywords: Green Economy, International Human Rights Law, Intragenerational and Intergenerational Equity,
Climate Justice, Sustainable Development.
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12. Sustainability
13. Resilience
14. Inclusive Growth
15. Fair and Healthy Food Systems
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21. Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, A/RES,/70/1, 25 September 2015.
22. Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, 16 September 1987.
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