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Abstract

Governance in the contemporary world is one of the most fundamental concepts in the
field of political science, management, and social studies, and diverse models of it have
been posited in the form of the modern state, centralized bureaucracy, good governance,
and other prevalent formulations. Nevertheless, many of these models, in their theoretical
foundation, define the human being not as a creature possessing intrinsic dignity (karamah),
will, and the capacity for transcendence, but rather as an element within the mechanism of
power, management, and control. The current research has also commenced from this very
problem and has endeavored to demonstrate that in modern models, particularly within the
framework of the Hobbesian state and bureaucratic structures, the human being is reduced
from an active agent to a passive instrument, and his true relationship with economic,
familial, and social life becomes disrupted. Based on the formulation of this article, even
certain centralized readings of power in the religious world, when reread in the format of
the modern state, might reproduce this very reductionism and distance the human being
from his authentic position. Therefore, the fundamental problem of the article is finding a
model of governance that, while avoiding the reduction of the human being to a subject of
administration and control, can preserve his genuine position within the context of social,
political, and moral life, and present a conceptual and theological alternative vis-a-vis
modern paradigms. The main objective of the article is the rereading and formulation of a
Quranic model of human-centered governance vis-a-vis modern models of governance.
This research has endeavored, by relying upon the scientific authority of the Quran, to
present a theoretical framework for governance whose subject, ultimate end (ghayah), and
mechanisms are organized not around the structure of power or merely the provision of
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interests, but rather around the "Quranic human being". This objective, on the one hand, is
directed at critiquing prevalent modern models, and on the other hand, is an effort to extract
and compile an alternative model of governance wherein the human being is recognized as
a creature endowed with dignity (karamah), divine trust (amanah), volition, the possibility
of choice, and the ability to participate in constructing his own destiny. In other words, the
article seeks to elevate governance beyond the level of an administrative system or a
mechanism of political management, and transform it into a constellation of guidance,
growth, equity (qist), and the actualization of human potentials. Within this framework, the
Quran is perceived not merely as a moral source for reforming the behavior of rulers, but as
the origin of an independent theory regarding governance. The pivotal question or problem
of the article is what human-centered governance is from the perspective of the Quran, and
what characteristics it possesses that distinguish it from modern models of governance.
At the heart of this question, several subsidiary problems are also posed: first, what
relationship is established between the human being, power, and the system of governance
in the logic of the Quran; second, how can a model of governance be designed that does not
render the human being an instrument of power, but rather considers him an active agent
and a role-player; third, what kind of epistemic and normative alternative does this model
present in encountering modern paradigms. The article also raises the concern that if
religious and seminary (hawzawl) thought does not enter the arena of the knowledge of
governance in a timely manner, the concepts and language of this field will be completely
placed at the disposal of secular and modern formulations, and any subsequent effort to
append religious expressions to them will practically be digested within that same modern
logic. Hence, the issue is not merely describing an ideal model, but defending the
possibility and necessity of religious theorization in the domain of governance. The
research method has been analytical-documentary and is founded upon extracting the
semantic system of the Quran. This research, with a conceptual and text-centered approach,
has approached the fundamental concepts in the Quran that are linked with the position of
the human being, his relationship with God, society, and history, as well as the mechanism
of guiding and regulating collective life. Instead of field, statistical, or purely descriptive
methods, this research endeavors to arrive at a theoretical model of governance through the
internal analysis of Quranic concepts and examining the relations among them. This
method enables the researcher to construct a coherent semantic network from concepts
such as dignity (karamah), divine trust (amanah), volition, vicegerency (khilafah), the
unified community (ummah wahidah), the prophetic mission for rising with equity (bi‘thah
for qiyam bi-al-qist), the negation of coercion, and the centrality of choice, and to formulate
the model of human-centered governance on that basis. In fact, this research goes beyond
the level of scattered citation of verses and attempts to extract a conceptual system from the
Quran that possesses the capacity for theorization in the domain of governance. The results
indicate that human-centered governance in the logic of the Quran is a trilateral model: for
the human being, with the human being, and because of the human being. Being "for the
human being" means that governance must be in the service of the transcendence and true
good of the human being, not in the service of reproducing power, bureaucracy, or reduced
interests. Being "with the human being" denotes that the human being in the Quranic logic
is not merely the addressee of the rulers' decisions, but rather an active partner in decision-
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making, management, and social change; as based on the article's citation of verses such as
"And consult them in the matter" (wa shawirhum fi al-amr) and "Indeed, Allah will not
change the condition of a people until they change what is in themselves" (inn Allaha 1a
yughayyiru ma bi-qawmin hatta yughayyiri ma bi-anfusihim), social change and reform
are not possible without the conscious and volitional presence of the human being. Being
"because of the human being" also means that all decisions and mechanisms of governance
must ultimately culminate in the preservation of human dignity, his growth, and his
existential elevation. In addition to this, the results demonstrate that this model is founded
upon four theological foundations: the precedence of human values, the teleological view
of human existence, the priority of growth and equity (qist), and the agency of the human
being in changing destiny. On this very basis, concepts such as dignity (karamah), divine
trust (amanah), volition, vicegerency (khilafah), the unified community (ummah wahidah),
rising with equity (qiyam bi-al-gist), the negation of coercion, and the centrality of choice
constitute the conceptual pillars of this theory. The fundamental difference of this model
with modern models lies in the fact that modern models—when they speak of participation,
rights, or welfare—ultimately reduce the human being to the level of material interests and
functions, whereas Quranic governance emphasizes the precedence of human values and
the existential guidance of the human being. In sum, human-centered governance from the
perspective of the Quran is not merely a religious version of modern humanism; rather, it is
an independent, theological, and coherent model of governance that is founded upon the
divine primordial nature (fitrah), existential guidance, the intrinsic dignity of the human
being, and his active role in constructing individual and collective destiny. This model
presents a profound and distinct alternative vis-a-vis the Hobbesian state, modern
bureaucracy, and other formulations that render the human being a subject of control and
administration; an alternative wherein the human being is not an instrument, but the axis
and ultimate end (ghayah) of governance. From this perspective, optimal Quranic
governance must simultaneously be the preserver of the human being's dignity and
responsible freedom, provide the ground for equity (qist) and growth, and be realized with
the active participation of human beings. Therefore, if an Islamic and Quranic theory
regarding governance is to be formed, it must transcend the level of formal adaptation from
modern models, and construct an indigenous, authentic, and human-centered model upon
the foundation of the semantic system of the Quran.

Keywords: Human-Centered Governance, Governance Model, Theology of
Governance, The Noble Quran, Modern Governance.
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