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Abstract

In the administration of societies, security governance is a foundational component
and, simultaneously, an interdisciplinary domain with political, social, cultural, and legal
dimensions whose foundations rest upon the worldview and ruling thought of the political
structure. In today’s world, the emergence of schools and models of security is influenced
by diverse philosophical, religious, and scientific perspectives: secular and liberal
worldviews in the West, socialist and authoritarian approaches in the East, and a
monotheistic worldview in Islamic systems have delineated different pathways for
defining, goal-setting, and methodizing security governance. Nevertheless, the scholarly
literature contains few comprehensive, dedicated studies on the “principles governing the
thought offsecurity governance,” especially those grounded in Islamic foundations. This
theoretical gap persists even as twenty-first-century states face phenomena such as novel
threats, hybrid warfare, transformations in human security, and tensions between security
values and individual freedoms. Within this context, the need to define precisely the
“thought of security governance” and its governing principles on the basis of Islamic values
and worldview foundations is increasingly palpable. The principal question of this study is:
what are the fundamental principles of the thought of security governance, and how can
these principles—emphasizing Islamic value-based foundations—be identified and applied
across the layers of security governance so as to meet contemporary security needs while
avoiding the trap of purely materialist models? This research aims to identify, classify, and
explicate the principles governing the worldview and thought of security governance,
particularly within the framework of Islamic governance. Along the way, it pursues several
subsidiary objectives: to provide a clear definition of the concept “thought of security
governance” and distinguish it from adjacent concepts; to examine similarities and
differences among Eastern, Western, and Islamic worldviews in the realm of security
governance; to identify foundational principles and contemporary challenges facing
security governance; to analyze the place of the three layers—“security governance over
society,” “in society,” and “with society”—in the Islamic model and the role of the people
in securing sustainable security; and, finally, to present a theoretical framework for
employing religious values in formulating security policies and practices. The ultimate end
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is to develop an intellectual foundation for security governance that combines practical
effectiveness with value-based and cultural legitimacy. Methodologically, the study is
exploratory with a descriptive—analytical approach. Data were collected through library
research, examination of classical sources in political and security thought, religious texts,
and works of contemporary scholars. First, by means of content analysis, key concepts
and components were extracted from the texts. Next, through comparative analysis,
the differences and commonalities of Western, Eastern, and Islamic models of security
governance were examined. Thereafter, using a worldview-centered theoretical framework,
the study explained how doctrinal and value-based foundations shape the principles of
security governance. Finally, it defined a three-layer structure for security governance and
analyzed each layer—considering its specific functions, relations, and requirements—in the
light of the Islamic worldview, a method that enabled the linkage of theoretical levels
(foundations and principles) with practical levels (policies and actions). The findings
indicate that the thought of security governance is a macro-level, strategic concept that,
absent recognition of fundamental principles and the prevailing worldview, becomes
fragmented, incoherent, and vulnerable to emergent threats. Comparative examination
shows that the Western worldview, grounded in secularism, humanism, and the primacy of
profit and power, largely treats security as an instrument for preserving national interests
and the dominance of the ruling structure; the Eastern worldview, while emphasizing social
stability and collective cohesion, often tends toward centralized authoritarianism and
stringent control of social institutions; by contrast, the Islamic worldview—relying on
monotheism (tawhid), Sharia (Islamic law), social justice, and human dignity—defines
security simultaneously in material and spiritual dimensions and regards the people as both
partners in and pivots of the security-provision process. From the Islamic perspective,
security governance rests upon three complementary layers: (1) security governance over
society: focusing on security organizations and institutions to engage justly and rationally
with the target society; (2) security governance in society: organizing inter-organizational
relations and coordination to achieve synergistic use of security capacities; and (3) security
governance with society: eliciting public participation and transforming the people into
active agents in securing safety and upholding justice. In Islamic thought, these three layers
must be accompanied by principles such as justice-centeredness, responsible transparency,
balance between national security and human security, and the integration of material
power with spiritual strength. Key challenges identified include intrinsic tensions between
centralization and populism, the preservation of confidentiality versus the necessity of
transparency, and confronting complex threats that blur the line between internal and
external security. The study emphasizes that the success of Islamic security governance is
contingent upon balancing these dualities. It concludes that designing the thought of security
governance on an Islamic worldview not only yields an indigenous model consonant with
the nation’s culture and social structure but—Dby combining spirituality with rational
policy-making—can also provide an effective model for other Islamic societies. Such a
model, while safeguarding religious values, enhances the capacity to confront emergent
threats and contributes to sustainable security, political legitimacy, and social cohesion.

Keywords: Governance Thought, Security Governance, Principles of Governance,
People-Centered Governance, Islamic Security Governance.
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1. Human Security
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1. Proactive Prevention

2. Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration
3. Strategic Flexibility

4. Balance of Power

5. Identity-Centric Security

6. Data Sovereignty

7. Big Data
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