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Abstract

This study aims to explain the identity-building components of an Islamic
seminary student aligned with the Islamic Revolution based on the
intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader of Iran and to analyze the
dynamic interaction among these components. Considering the unique
role of the clerical institution in realizing the ideals of the new Islamic
civilization and the necessity of redefining the identity of seminary
students in response to the challenges of the contemporary world, this
research seeks to systematically analyze the Supreme Leader’s statements
from 1989 to 2025 to present a coherent model of the seminary student's
identity structure. The main research question is: What are the key
components shaping the identity of a revolutionary seminary student in
the thought of the Supreme Leader, and how do they interact as a cohesive
system? Using the thematic analysis method, data was collected from the
public speeches, meetings with seminary students, and religious scholarly
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sessions of the Supreme Leader. After open and targeted coding of the
data, five overarching themes were identified: 1. Intellectual and scholarly
identity. 2. Ethical and spiritual identity. 3. Political and insightful
identity. 4. Organizational and institutional identity. 5. Social and cultural
identity. Findings indicate that these components interact in an
evolutionary and complementary manner to form a "composite identity"
of the seminary student in line with the Islamic Revolution, such that
strengthening each dimension enhances the others. This model, in
addition to offering a framework for reengineering seminary training
programs, provides a benchmark for evaluating the performance of
seminary students based on the expectations of the Islamic system.

Keywords
Identity, Revolutionary Seminary Student, Thought, Supreme Leader of
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