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ABSTRACT

With the advancement of technology, virtual learning environments have
gained significant importance, and the absence of physical interactions in
these settings has underscored the necessity of addressing metaethical issues.
Therefore, the purpose of the current research; explaining the components
of metaethics in the virtual learning environment. To achieve this goal,
Google Scholar, Web of Science, Scopus, Magiran and ScienceDirect
databases and review studies were searched. Finally, out of 61 articles
obtained, 20 articles were verified, and their results were reviewed. The
results show that compliance with the principles of metaethics and ethics by
the human force helps to implement virtual learning strategies in the
education system as best as possible. Also, the research showed that ethics is
the most important factor in the continuity of life and the successful
continuation of virtual learning environments and plays an important role in
the growth and development of the educational system. In this article,
according to the SWOT analysis, the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities,
and threats of the metaethical components in the virtual learning
environment were examined. Therefore, the implementation of meta-ethical
components in the virtual learning environment can improve the
relationships between participants, increase the quality of providing
educational materials, and strengthen people's trust.
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Introduction

In today’s world, virtual learning environments have emerged as significant
platforms for education, leveraging modern technologies to provide an effective
alternative to traditional teaching methods. These environments demand
particular attention to ethical and metaethical considerations. The concept of
metaethics refers to the ability to distinguish right from wrong and to act based
on moral values. In virtual settings, metaethics encompasses respect for cultural
and social diversity while fostering human connections between educators and
learners. This concept is regarded as a fundamental form of intelligence that
guides other cognitive abilities toward meaningful and valuable activities. A
metaethical individual applies ethical principles to their behavior and objectives,
responding to challenges in a respectful and appropriate manner. Therefore,
examining and enhancing metaethics within virtual learning environments is
essential for creating an ethical and impactful educational framework.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of its objective, qualitative in terms of data
nature, and textual analysis in its methodology. Document analysis was used for
data collection. A narrative review method was employed to gather and describe
relevant articles, and the research population consisted of articles and academic
documents related to the components of metaethics and virtual learning
environments. To achieve this goal, databases such as Google Scholar, Web of
Science, Scopus, Magiran, and Science Direct were searched for relevant studies.
Ultimately, from the 61 articles retrieved, 21 articles were selected based on the
43-item BETEN criteria and POP software. Data were collected using a data
extraction tool, and data analysis was carried out in four stages: description,
analysis, inference, and interpretation. During the screening stages, studies were
included based on their title and abstract. In the full-text screening stage, studies
that did not meet the stated criteria or were not reviews were excluded. All
screening stages were conducted by two researchers, and in cases where there
was a disagreement on a study, it was excluded.

Conclusion

The present study was conducted with the aim of exploring the components of
metacthics in virtual learning environments. According to Borba's perspective,
metaethics refers to the ability to distinguish right from wrong, meaning having
strong moral beliefs and acting according to them in a manner that ensures the
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person behaves correctly and respectfully. The findings indicate that individuals
with high metaethical awareness are better able to understand their strengths,
weaknesses, and limitations, and recognize how much they depend on others’
abilities. Individuals must enhance their capacity for forgiveness, acknowledge
their own and others' mistakes, show respect for others, and act based on ethical
principles and values. This would help improve the learning environment for
individuals and accelerate virtual learning in education and organizational
processes. Adhering to metaethical principles and ethics contributes significantly
to the effective implementation of learning in virtual learning environments.
Ethical values have a profound impact on the behavior and decisions of
managers and employees. The presence of an ethical atmosphere in virtual
learning environments leads to more effective learning. There is also a
relationship between ethics and reduced workplace stress, as well as increased
peace in the learning environment. Despite the advancements in technology and
virtual learning methods, teachers, staff, and administrators still play a crucial
role and must possess metaethical qualities to achieve organizational goals and
effective outcomes. Ultimately, adhering to metaethical principles and ethics is
vital for better implementation of virtual learning strategies in organizations.
Ethics in the post-pandemic era and in virtual learning environments is
recognized as a key factor for the continuity and success of organizations.
Therefore, exploring the components of metaethics in virtual learning
environments is of high importance. Key components in this area include
discipline, mutual respect, transparency, responsibility, and empathy. Mutual
respect and empathy can create a healthy foundation for educational
interactions. Transparency and responsibility can enhance ethics in the
educational environment and help prevent inappropriate and unethical behavior.
Implementing these components in virtual learning environments can improve
relationships between participants, increase the quality of educational content
delivery, and build trust among individuals, allowing educational systems, both
formal and informal, to benefit from this valuable capacity.
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