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Abstract

Animal sacrifice is a ritual that has been prevalent throughout various periods
of human life, with people offering animals to higher powers in an attempt to
gain their favor. The present descriptive-analytical study seeks to analyze the
permissibility or prohibition of animal sacrifice and the drinking of Haoma in
the Zoroastrian religion. The results indicate that, according to the abundant
evidence in Avestan texts, bloody sacrifices are among the certainties of this
religion, because in the end times, the Hadayosh bull is sacrificed for the
immortality of people. Moreover, in the collection of Zoroastrian deities, a
deity is dedicated to sacrifice (Haoma), and this same deity demands the
tongue, jaw, and left eye of the sacrificial animal. The existence of such
fundamental beliefs refutes the general opposition of Zoroaster to sacrifice. It
seems that the teachings of Zoroaster were opposed to the primitive and major
form of sacrifice, which caused poverty among the people and the destruction
of farmlands. Furthermore, the Haoma ritual and the mixing of its extract with
the blood of a bull was an ancient custom performed for the immortality of
body and soul, and Zoroaster was against holding sacrifice ceremonies
contrary to the ritual, revelry accompanied by savagery, and drunkenness
resulting from drinking Haoma extract and bull's blood. In order to weaken
the Mithraic religion, in which the sacrifice of the bull was a fundamental
pillar, he tried to eliminate the superstitious and violent aspects of sacrifice
and the drinking of bull's blood with Haoma, replacing it with milk, and
taking a step towards moderating animal sacrifice.
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