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A Reflection on the Concept of “Name” as the

“Source of Language” in Persian Poetry
Yahya Ataei'

Abstract

In the opening lines of the Shahnameh, Ferdowsi employs the striking
and thought-provoking expression “Khodaavand-e Naam” (“Lord of
the Name”) alongside “life,” “wisdom,” and “place.” Despite
numerous commentaries, this expression still lacks a comprehensive,
non-allegorical explanation. The present study investigates the
linguistic and epistemological dimensions of the word naam (“name”)
in this foundational verse, focusing on why Ferdowsi chose “name” as
the initial and central element among all linguistic categories and what
deeper meaning this choice conveys. Drawing upon major
commentaries by Khaleghi-Motlagh, Aydenloo, Khatibi, and Kazazi,
this paper adopts a descriptive—analytical and interdisciplinary
approach, grounded in cognitive linguistics- particularly prototype
theory- and the mythological archetypes of language across ancient
cultures. In mythic thought, language is a sacred, divine phenomenon
whose origin lies in the act of naming. In sacred texts such as the
Torah and the Qur’an, the teaching of “names” to humankind signifies
humanity’s fundamental distinction from angels. Cognitive linguistic
analysis further reveals that “naming” constitutes the prototype and
foundation of both child language acquisition and the historical
evolution of human language. Thus, Ferdowsi’s phrase “Lord of the
Name” may be interpreted as “the Lord who created language itself.”

Keywords: Name, origin of language, Persian poetry,
categorization, Ferdowsi.
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! Ralph Waldo Emerson

2The Poet

3“For poetry was all written before time was.”

4 John Milton

5 Paradise Lost

6 “What in me is dark / Illumine, what is low raise and support; / That to the height
of this great argument / | may assert eternal providence / And justify the ways of
God to men.”

" William Wordsworth

8 Prelude

® “The voice of song from distant lands and ages, / Resounding words whose very
sound was song, / And the deep power of joy, we see through words.”
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