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Abstract

With the entry of the works of Greek philosophers into the Islamic
world, Greek names and terms appeared in various scientific texts of
the Islamic civilization. This process, was accompanied by changes in
the pronunciation and recording of these names and terms in Arabic,
which in turn led to the multiplicity and diversity of the written forms
of these names and terms. The present study, examines the method of
transliterating these terms in Arabic texts of the Islamic period from a
linguistic point of view. The results of the present study shows that
changes in the pronunciation and consequently writing Greek names
in Arabic have resulted from the difference in the set of stops and
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fricative consonants. The results of this study show that the changes
in the pronunciation and writing these names were mainly due to the
differences in the phonetic systems of Greek and Arabic, the
characteristics of the Arabic writing system, the unfamiliarity of the
scribes with the pronunciation of Greek names, and their mistakes in
recording the names. However, the problems of the Arabic writing
system, such as the lack of letters for short vowels, the presence of
dots, the serrations of some letters, and the mistakes of scribes in
recording names, have made it difficult in some cases to identify the
Greek original name or term. By examining various examples of
proper names and philosophical terms, this study has identified
specific patterns in the Arabization of Greek names

1. Introduction

This article examines the different written forms of the proper names
of Greek philosophers and sages, as well as certain Greek terms when
translated into Arabic during the translation movement in the Islamic
world. The aim of the article is to understand the reasons behind
different written forms of these names and terms and to provide a basis
for predicting their original form when the written form in Arabic is
ambiguous.

2. Literature Review

Ibn al-Baytar (1989), Eshkevari (1999), Al-Razi (2001), Ibn Abi
Usaybi'ah (2001), and Al-Nuwayri (2002) have briefly and
sporadically addressed the change in Greek names and terms when
converted into Arabic. They have mentioned the inadequate
knowledge of the translators and scribes of the grammar of Greek as



273 | Modarresi Ghavami & Anvari

one of the sources of the multiplicity of written forms of Greek terms
in Arabic texts. At the same time, they have briefly discussed certain
changes that occur in Greek terms when adapted to the phonology of
Arabic. The present article examines Greek proper names and terms
to determine the main reasons for their different written forms in
Arabic texts. Moreover, an extensive linguistic analysis of the
processes involved in the adaptation of Greek proper names and
loanwords into the phonological system of Arabic is provided.

3. Methodology

A list of the proper names of Greek philosophers and sages as well as
philosophical terms that have more than one written form in Arabic
texts was compiled. Data was examined and categorized into different
sets: a) written forms of names and terms resulting from the
carelessness of the scribes, b) written forms of names and terms
resulting from the translators’ lack of adequate knowledge of the
grammar of Greek, and c¢) written forms of names and terms resulting
from the characteristics of the Arabic script, mainly the lack of letters
for representing short vowels and the presence of dots.

In the process of converting Greek names and terms into Arabic, their
written form shows changes that result from the adaptation of their
pronunciation into the phonological system of Arabic. The phonetic
and the writing systems of the two languages were compared, and data
was analyzed based on this comparison with the aim of understanding
the adaptation process and to be able to predict the original Greek
names and terms when the written form in Arabic is ambiguous. Since
most of the translators of Greek sources into Arabic were fluent in
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Syriac, there was a hypothesis, that is, the changes in the written form
of Greek names and terms in Arabic might be the result of interference
from the phonology of Syriac. Thus, the phonology of Syriac was also
compared with the phonology of Arabic.

4. Discussion

The study of the written form of Greek proper names and terms in
Arabic philosophical texts shows that the features of the Arabic
writing system is one of the main reasons behind different written
forms of such terms in Arabic terms. The Arabic writing system
mainly represents consonants and uses optional diacritics to represent
short vowels. In the absence of diacritics, a letter representing a
consonant such as <2> can be read [du], [di], [da] if the reader is not
familiar with the original pronunciation of the word in which it
appears. This writing system also uses dots to differentiate letters
representing consonants. Dots can appear above or under a letter and
their number can vary from zero to three, as in <3< «; > that represent
the consonants [b, j, t, 8] respectively in Arabic. These features
together with the carelessness of the scribes and their unfamiliarity
with the original pronunciation of Greek terms have resulted in the
multiplicity of the written forms of such terms in Arabic texts.
Moreover, the phonological system of the Indo-European Greek
language and that of the Semitic Syriac and Arabic languages are not
compatible. Syriac and Arabic have very similar phonological systems
and the fact that many of the scribes and translators of Greek texts
were speakers of Syriac, seems to have had no effect on the
transliteration of Greek proper names and terms in Arabic texts.
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The phonology of Greek has undergone certain changes during
centuries. Some recordings of Greek names and terms represent older
and others more recent pronunciations. Moreover, Greek consonants
are pronounced differently in different phonetic contexts and
transliterating letter for letter by some translators unfamiliar with
these allophonic variations has resulted in multiple recordings of
Greek terms and proper names.

In the process of transliteration, the pronunciation of the names of
Greek philosophers and sages and terms is adapted into the
phonological system of Arabic mainly when it comes to stop and
fricative consonantal inventory and syllable structure.

5. Conclusion

The study of Greek proper nouns and terms in Arabic philosophical
texts presented in this article reveals that many of these words have
been recorded in various forms across different texts, which can
sometimes confuse researchers when recording and trying to use the
correct form of Greek proper nouns and terms in this language. We
have seen that the multiplicity of written forms of these names and
terms has several reasons, including the unfamiliarity of the scribes
and translators with the pronunciation of these names and terms in
Greek, their unfamiliarity with the grammar of Greek, and the features
of the Arabic writing system. In the meantime, we know that proper
nouns and terms adapt their pronunciation to the phonological system
of the target language when transitioning from one language to
another, and awareness of these adaptation methods can help
researchers record such words more accurately.
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In this article, we have discussed the phonological correspondences of
Greek names and terms in Arabic. The Greek equivalents of many of
these names and terms are unclear due to the factors we have
mentioned, which makes it difficult to guess their Greek equivalents
despite the clear phonological correspondences between the two
languages.

Keywords: proper names, Arabic language, Greek language,
translation movement, phonology.
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1. phonetic system



YA | )l sl 5 ol 58 guyihe

s34 baojly pl Ls gy sda slaojls el e oo BT x5 udgs > ol el

ol o 53) 4§l g laeSls o pme Lao3ls ik oo ooned (U goee) W g 5 O pmn s

WL s oo 0L 3yl SNl LL 5 dol Gygw 4 &S Lsg (SUy dlas
il 0 aT 4SSl L(FF DV FAY

by Slds” oles d.slma\f;}.iadu' el 67\.‘..15 S Slds s
Olea 4 SUs LU I (g b cujai ol IS )3 Sz oo 9 AL

Lkile L [baer 5 53] o
Y XNl )

3538 s wmlol,y o8 45 Bll SU a5 > &5 Slgy LW &) s
FFr b S S ol s Gl p sl s s o0 05 4 Sbs 0L
ST U bl LS 5 ot e QSIS Sl 5 Jast SSKs 1 (5L 3] 5o
o 1y Sbs Opacvuoyog (Thrasymachus) (asle sul 51 (Jls (gl . Lzdls
NIV b ) (w55 Lo gl 50 c(YEF NV (SIS 1) (mr be gl ) Sl ) 50
(o 180D (s bo udl ¢ pmm Lo sl o ¢ sl o ¢ Lo sl o o 55 Lo gnl 5) (40
i 035 a ol Jle 55 &S Ol Lad S [ e s laasl 5] 5 (YAZ 2Y/V PP
labis Ol 5 sluws ;a5 b aST Sl oo st 035 Hlaabads JI A0 Sl s ol
el 03 S slowl ) galul ol 51 sdlides Sla ) 5o
Sl odh e Sl ol Slapal b st s OB G LETU ¢ man
Wile (ol gy ol 28 & Mgy G w1y plul I S DBl A8
(b s (630 &)y g 4 1y OT o8 8" ANpOkprrog (DEMOKTILOS) (el jias 3
Slze & o ,5 5345) (330 503 OT y3 a5 Wlazs g (bl jae 530 5 (bl iay 30 5

(83U bl b 5 a3l e st bl opl )3 1) (Les (Lo

Ao Qs g 5l 5 g 5 Hilodd jaedia aly S JHls g8 jeolan 0520 50 DLalST (Dol dlie oyl )3 .Y
Azees odalin LB WWW.NOOMTTDLE ol s o3l (g szt b LIS o) wlio . ilois S5 16T s



VEeF Ol 5 5wl | VY oylad VY Jlo | 0L oo | YA

oS S Llah g (Gudis ph Sy ge 4 o8 |, Eunedorifig (Empedokles)
el (eBs) 5 oo (el IS e
5230 Dbl 1 a6 Uy SbMhawl 5 slel 25 s Sle sl 5 &
b Uy O 0135 5 55 & GIaSS bl el S L5 S stms 31 OLE 5 Oler e
5 0Pl bl i 0d g0 b o 8 (Dl Sl 5 le s el S e O
355 ish a5, 505 SL5 4 0L &G 148 SloMawl 5 o)l wal SlMaws
Asklepios b el dle ol s o BLLil ediasply 0L st el L1,
ol s (o aedol) Oy g 4 gos 8 O g0 )3 0,0 OL) @ Q\:;ﬁ 3 AokAnmdc
g 4 Fhidr O 53 b Ol 4 018 5 5 ol ped S Sose 2
S Q\;;ﬂ)><g> L<T> O > O"-“u’ijé.l" JRERGPNE LS (w5l
C|}J\u1¢>)\ggf3w)uop;,:/plc\jSw\d\w,ugufﬁ,,gp,
ot o Sl I pms 0 05 53 gls 5SS L 5 o SIS 50 3

4‘“‘-’-}"&5‘ “O‘}A.:::’") r..w‘ S)y9e 9> UJS//%[F?W tdtﬂ Q‘}...G LY !

Cenl [(N] o8 2l 5 05 gmSn 5 52 L8 s S 3 53 ol 0 oo
33 1y sl cpl eyl sgmy sl OLEOLS 43 Osr IS s Ol el g
o o) AT 55 a8 Gl 5. 63,8 o [0 4] s Olisbass 5
@ ‘) = U’l‘ (o e QL&:-P) S ((V.;.al) Gl’ﬁ Ql{j)b J.-,a‘ BE) S|
65 ol 0LLy L 55 &S Hsboles 0T b 5855 o bis 0

345 Ol (bl 4w O g ,e 0L 5o LL Cad> js (ol

(YAALYAY SNA/VEYY (6 s 5)

&JC« BE) Lfbﬁ C)\D-)MQ«&\ 9 Lhr.w‘ Q)Lﬂ.’l.a 6\#&)},,0 b)‘}n g_;"'_,” B
g 4 (GBI el (Je (g1l B 53 s dnl b eSSBS ol
(b 9 (835N c w g3ediibn Sl s s L Cnl 0ds S5 5 (wd83Lah)
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