-- Language Science Studies - ——------
Fall & Winter 2025, 12(22), 121-152 () ATU
Is.atu.ac.ir Diad

DOI: 10.22054/1s.2025.81496.1674

Incorporating Complex Predicates in Coastal Baluchi

Abdolkhalil Tabasideh MA in Linguistics, Chabahar Maritime
University, Chabahar, Iran

Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Chabahar

Nahid Yarahmadzehi* Maritime University, Chabahar, Iran

Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Chabahar
Maritime University, Chabahar, Iran

Mehdi Safaie-Qalati

Abstract

This study investigates the incorporation of complex predicates in the
Coastal Baluchi dialect spoken in Chabahar, focusing on the structural
components and formation of these predicates. Initially, complex
predicates were collected from the first volume of Jahandide’s Baluchi
to Persian Dictionary. Using semi-structured interviews, the data
were analyzed descriptively based on the intuitions and judgments of
30 native dialect speakers. The analysis results indicate that Coastal
Baluchi employs incorporation processes in the formation of complex
predicates. In this predicate type, the direct object or a reduced
prepositional phrase merges with the verb, losing certain grammatical
markers while allowing the verb to retain its lexical identity and
semantic clarity. Further analysis reveals two main distinctions
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between Persian and Coastal Baluchi regarding incorporation: first,
although the preposition is omitted, the incorporated noun retains its
oblique marker; second, the presence of subject enclitics does not
render the incorporating compound verbs ungrammatical. These
findings suggest that Coastal Baluchi may be in a transitional phase,
exhibiting both incorporating and non-incorporating structural
features

1. Introduction

Iran is home to diverse ethnic groups, each with distinct languages and
dialects. These languages make a focus for linguists aiming to
document and describe their unique features. Baluchi, a Northwestern
Iranian language, is one of these languages, though it has received
relatively limited scholarly attention. Coastal Baluchi, the
southernmost dialect of this language, is spoken along the Makoran
coast in Sistan and Baluchestan Province of Iran, southwestern
Baluchistan province of Pakistan, and parts of Oman and the UAE.
Although there has been one study on the verbal components of
compound verbs in Baluchi (Rabani Irandegani, 2020), no studies
have specifically addressed incorporating compound verbs in this
language, particularly in the Coastal variety. Consequently, this study
focuses on analyzing and describing the types of incorporating
compound verbs found in Coastal Baluchi spoken in southern Iranian
Baluchestan. The analysis is based on the structural components and
features of these verbs, forming the primary research objective.

Research Questions

1. Do incorporating compound verbs exist in Coastal Baluchi (based
on the characteristics outlined in the works of Dabir-Moghaddam
(1997) and Shaghaghi (2007))?
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2. If such verbs do exist, what are their formation patterns and
characteristics in Coastal Baluchi?

2. Literature Review

Aside from Rabani Irandegan's (2020) thesis, there are no other
studies available on the types of compound verbs in Coastal Baluchi.
Rabani Irandegani extracted 162 verbs from the first volume of the
Baluchi-Persian dictionary compiled by Jahandideh (2018) and
conducted a descriptive-analytical study of the collocations associated
with these verbs, focusing on their structural characteristics, the type
of infinitives they form, their multi-component nature, and the
presence of Iranian or non-Iranian elements in their components. The
findings indicated that the majority of collocations involve the verb
kardan ‘to do’, predominantly used in the construction of transitive
infinitives with non-active elements (nouns, adjectives, adverbs,
prepositions) of Iranian origin. However, the study did not examine
the lexical component of these verbs or address incorporating
compound verbs.

With the increase in educational attainment among citizens, the lack
of teaching for native languages, the influence of mass media, and the
penetration of modern information technology, many local languages
and dialects in Iran, including Coastal Baluchi, have been unwittingly
affected by standard Persian. Today, we witness that many words and
grammatical patterns from the official language have replaced
authentic vocabulary and other grammatical structures in Baluchi.
Given that there are no formal educational programs for the Baluchi
language, the continuation of this trend may eventually lead to the
transformation or, in more severe cases, the extinction of the language.
Thus, gathering, recording, and documenting its vocabulary and
grammatical structures has become increasingly important.
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Moreover, despite being influenced by Persian, Baluchi is among
those Iranian languages that have undergone minimal changes over
different periods due to the geographical and cultural conditions in the
region of Baluchistan, retaining many characteristics of ancient and
middle Iranian languages (Aranski, 1999: 132-136). Therefore,
examining it can pave the way for studies in the realm of Old, Middle,
and Modern Iranian languages and dialects.

3. Methodology

This descriptive, qualitative, and analytical study aims to collect
linguistic data on the Coastal Baluchi dialect and analyze it to
investigate the formation of compound incorporating verbs in this
language variety. First, the target data, which includes compound
verbs in Coastal Baluchi, was extracted from the first volume of the
Baluchi-Persian Dictionary (Jahandide, 2018) and organized
alphabetically. A purposive sample of 30 native Coastal Baluchi
speakers from Chabahar (15 women and 15 men, aged 30-65)
participated in the study. The participants, whose education levels
varied, confirmed the dialect authenticity of the collected data during
interviews.

To address the research questions, three linguistic tests were
conducted: (1) restructuring of infinitive components, (2) insertion of
enclitic pronouns within the compound verbs, and (3) omission of
simple verbs in the second clause based on the presence of an
incorporating verb in the first clause. During semi-structured
interviews, participants answered the test questions with the
researcher guidance. Their responses were compared against
incorporation criteria set by Dabir-Moghaddam (1997) and Shaghaghi
(2007), with the findings used to address the study’s questions.
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4. Results and Conclusion

This study on the structure of incorporating complex predicates in
Coastal Baluchi demonstrates notable similarities and minor
differences compared to the findings of Dabir-Moghaddam (1997). In
Coastal Baluchi, as highlighted in his research, the explicit object, when
attached to the transitive verb, loses all grammatical markers, thereby
converting the transitive verb into an intransitive one. The attached
noun typically represents a gender noun and is referentially indefinite,
maintaining semantic clarity alongside its non-attached counterpart.
Similar to Persian, the omission of the independent verb in the second
clause, contingent upon the presence of the incorporating compound
verb in the first, is not feasible in this dialect. Furthermore, some
prepositional phrases with locative adverbial roles are affected by the
attachment process, leading to the omission of the preposition while
retaining the non-agentive state marker /-a/ on the noun. This differs
from Persian, where the attached noun loses its grammatical markers,
indicating that the incorporating structures in Baluchi preserve some
features of non-attached verbs, suggesting a transitional phase in their
evolution.

Shaghaghi (2007) proposed tests to differentiate combinational
compound verbs from incorporating ones, showing that while the
presence of affixed pronouns does not render the sentences awkward,
these constructions exhibit lower acceptability and frequency among
speakers. This further supports the notion that incorporating structures
in Baluchi function differently from those in Persian.

Overall, the incorporating complex predicates in Coastal Baluchi
exhibits all eight characteristics identified by Shaghaghi and Dabir-
Moghaddam. Future research could expand to other Baluchi dialects
and explore comparative studies with other Iranian languages.
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Limitations in spatial and resource access highlight the need for larger,
collaborative studies to enhance the generalizability of these findings.

Keywords: complex predicates, coastal Baluchi, incorporation,
combination.
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