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ABSTRACT

Objective: The goal of the research was to determine the perceived social impacts of

championship sports and the degree of relationship with the desire to support.

Methodology: The research method was descriptive correlational. The statistical population
was students of universities in Rasht, of which 456 students were selected as a sample based on
the Morgan table using a stratified random method. The data collection tool was standard
questionnaires. The face and content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by sports
management professors and reliability was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha (a=0.87).

Friedman test and logistic regression were used to analyze the data using SPSS20 software.

Results: According to the results of the Friedman test, the highest perceived social impact was
related to international credibility and political power with an average rank of (7.21) and the

lowest was related to the ability and quality of life of athletes with an average rank of (2.52).

Also, the results of logistic regression showed that there is a significant relationship between the
dimensions of perceived social impact (dimensions of good feeling and enthusiasm, sports

participation and health) and support in the form of willingness to spend taxes paid in

championship sports. Also, there was a significant relationship between the dimensions of

perceived social impact (dimensions of equality and social inclusion, good feeling and

enthusiasm and local consumption and living conditions) and support in the form of willingness
to follow sports news and information; Similarly, there was a positive and significant

relationship between the dimensions of perceived social impact (dimensions of equality and

social inclusion, good feeling and enthusiasm, sports participation and health, local consumption
and living conditions) and support in the form of willingness to watch sports competitions and

events on television.
Conclusion: Therefore, it is concluded that the dimensions of feeling good and enthusiasm,

sports participation and health, equality and social inclusion, local consumption and living

conditions, respectively, cause support for championship sports. Therefore, paying attention to
these effects at different levels is a basis for paying attention to championship sports and
government investment in championship sports based on the intended goals.

Keywords: Feeling Good and Passionate; Equality and Social Inclusion; Advocacy and
Attraction.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
he objective of the study was to assess the perceived social impacts of elite
sports and the extent of their correlation with the desire to support.. The social
effects of elite sports can be assessed through several factors, such as the degree
of interest in elite sports, the level of involvement with these sports, and the
presence of a champion athlete serving as a role model (De Rick & De
Bosscher, 2020). Understanding the perceptions and attitudes of people within
society, who are the primary beneficiaries of sports events, is crucial for
assessing the level of their support for such events. Duan et al (2021) demonstrated that resident
support for non-major sporting events begins with the formation of positive perceptions of the
impact of the event, and the quality of life of residents plays a mediating role between
understanding the impact of the event and supporting the event. Also, De Ryck et al (2019)
investigated public perceptions of the social effects of elite sports and showed that the Belgian
population considers elite sports to have mostly positive social effects and an opportunity to
publicly express values, beliefs, pride, unity and national identity. Also, Zamanian et al (2024)
identified the most important motivations of fans' participation in club virtual pages as 1)
entertainment; 2) income and rewards; 3) empowerment; 4) identification, solidarity and social
interaction and support for the club; 5) interest and demand for the brand; 6) obtaining
information. Therefore, this study determines the perceived social effects of elite sports and the
degree of relationship with the desire to support among students in Rasht universities.

Methodology

The current research was a descriptive-correlation research, applied in terms of purpose and
field data collection method. The research's statistical population encompassed all university
students in the city of Rasht, which includes Gilan University, Azad University of Rasht, Payam
Noor University of Rasht Branch, the University of Medical Sciences, Technical, and
Vocational University, as well as various non-profit institutions. The statistical sample consists
of 456 students who were chosen using a convenience sampling method. The research utilized a
questionnaire as its measurement instrument, which encompassed demographic variables
alongside the perceived social impacts identified by Di Rik and De Bouscher (2019) based on
five-point Likert scale and willingness to support Hallman et al. (2016) including four The
question (willingness to spend taxes on championship sports, willingness to follow news and
information about championship sports events from the media, willingness to watch
competitions on TV and willingness to support via virtual space) that were binary (yes/no). To
ensure the validity of the research instrument, the questionnaires were initially distributed to a
group of 12 professors and doctoral candidates specializing in sports management at Gilan
University., and after collecting opinions related to face and content validity and consulting with
the research team, points of view were applied. To assess the reliability of the questionnaire, a
random selection of 30 completed questionnaires was made, and the internal consistency was
evaluated using Cronbach's alpha method, resulting in a reliability coefficient of a=0.87, which
confirmed its reliability. Also, data was collected through 274 questionnaires in person and 182
via an online platform, A total of 456 questionnaires were gathered and subsequently analyzed.
Finally, Friedman test and logistic regression were used to analyze the data using SPSS20
software.



Results

Friedman's test was used to rank the dimensions of the social effects of elite sports; And the
results showed that there is a significant difference between the perceived social effects of elite
sports among university students in Rasht. Also, the comparison of the average ratings showed
that the dimension of international prestige and political power with an average rating of 7.21 is
the highest perceived social effect of elite sports. After that, the dimensions of collective
identity and pride, financial sponsors and commercial activity, favoritism and attractiveness,
local consumption and living conditions, good feeling and passion, equality and social
inclusion, sports participation and health, ethics and fair play were the most important
respectively . And also, the dimension of ability and quality of life of athletes with an average
rating of 2.52 was the least social impact of elite sports.

Also, the results of the logistic regression test showed that there is a positive and significant
relationship between the perceived social impacts of elite sport and the willingness to spend
taxes on elite sports in the dimensions of good feeling and enthusiasm and participation in
sports and health, and in the dimension of the ability and quality of life of athletes, the social
effects of sports., there is a negative and significant relationship between perceived social
impacts of elite sport and the willingness to spend taxes in championship sports. Also, there is a
positive and significant relationship between the dimensions of equality and social inclusion,
good feeling and enthusiasm, and local consumption and living conditions of elite sports with
the desire to follow championship sports news and information from the media. Likewise, there
is a positive and meaningful relationship between the dimensions of equality and social
inclusion, good feeling and enthusiasm, sports participation and health, and local consumption
and living conditions of championship sports with the desire to watch matches on television.
Finally, there is a positive and meaningful relationship between the dimensions of equality and
social inclusion, favoritism and attractiveness, sports participation and health, and local
consumption and living conditions of championship sports with the desire to support
championship sports in virtual space.

Discussion and Conclusion

The two primary dimensions that have the greatest social impact are at the international and
political levels. The second dimension, identity and social pride at the national level, can have
an important function for policymakers.The third and fourth dimensions refer to the economic
function of elite sports. The fifth to eighth dimension includes local consumption and living
conditions, good feeling and passion, equality and social inclusion, and sports participation and
health refers to the social function - health, which can directly affect the people of the society.
Also, morals and fair play refer to the cultural dimensions of elite sports, which are not in a
good condition, or at least it can be said that it is not possible to expect a favorable cultural
change from elite sports in the current situation. Finally, the last dimension related to the athlete,
it can refer to the problems and difficulties of sports life at the championship level, and financial
support in this field can compensate for some of these problems and be issues. The commonality
of all the effects and relationships in the investigation between the social effects of elite sports
on support is good feeling and enthusiasm, sports participation and health, equality and social
inclusion, local consumption and living conditions, which cause support for championship
sports. Therefore, these effects at different levels are the crucial and it can be convincing reason
to support elite sports and the government's investment in elite sports based on the intended
goals.
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Research Limitations/Implications

Understanding public opinion on the potential social impacts emanating from elite sport is important
because the public is both the main supporter of elite sport development programs and the influential
customers of the community that benefits from development programs; therefore, public opinion offers
valuable suggestions to policymakers and sports organizations that need public support.
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Table 1. Friedman test results for dimensions of social impacts of championship sports (in order of

priority)
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Table 2. Relationship between the social impacts of championship sports and Desire to spend taxes on
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Table 3. The relationship between the social effects of championship sports and the willingness to follow
news and information about championship sports events from the media.
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Table 5. Relationship between the social effects of championship sports and the willingness to support
championship sports in cyberspace
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