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ABSTRACT

Objective: The objective of this study was to presenting a conceptual model of influencing

factors on entrepreneurship education in universities (study of sports science students).

Methodology: The research method was qualitative and based on grounded theory. The
statistical population of the research included faculty members of entrepreneurial management
faculties of state universities, faculty members of sports science faculties of state universities
across the country with entrepreneurship expertise, special and selected members and lecturers
of the employment and entrepreneurship working group of the Ministry of Sports and Youth,
and selected sports entrepreneurs of the country. Sampling was determined by snowball method.
Data was collected from library sources and previous researches and semi-structured interviews.
Next, 19 experts were interviewed, and opinion saturation was reached in 15 people. Then the

interview data was analyzed by MAXQDA software.

Results: It was analyzed within the framework of five components: causal conditions,
contextual conditions, intervening conditions, the core phenomenon (sports entrepreneurship
education), strategies, and consequences. The approaches were extracted across behavioral,
business-oriented, creativity-centered, human resource development, communicative quality,

personal development, and social domains.

Conclusion: Conclusion: According to the results of the research, it can be concluded that the
changes towards the global and knowledge-based economy have created new opportunities and
threats for entrepreneurial businesses. Exploitation of entrepreneurial opportunities helps the
efforts of sports entrepreneurs in shaping sustainable competitive advantage and wealth
creation. It is also possible for sports entrepreneurs to identify and exploit opportunities that
lead to creating a temporary advantage instead of creating a sustainable competitive advantage.
Therefore, the programs should be directed towards creativity and innovation and by combining
theoretical and practical knowledge related to sports entrepreneurship, they should move from a

knowledge-oriented university to an entrepreneurial university.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
oday, one of the most important issues and concerns of the country's economic
officials is the issue of emplyymttt ddd ett rppreeerriii p (Crisnn et 11,, 2022).
the unemployment of university graduates that will have irreparable
consequences in social, economic and political dimensions (Hemme et al.,
2016). Meanwhile, entrepreneurs are mentioned as one of the most important
factors in sustainable development. Taking on the mission of entrepreneurship
in higher education centers is one of the transformations in universities according to the current
conditions (Breznitz & Zhang, 2019). For this purpose, universities should change the
traditional paradigm of education to a new paradigm in order to become an entrepreneurial
university (Sanchez-Oliver et al., 2021; Lara-Bocanegra et al., 2022). In the current situation,
when our country's economy is facing important problems and inadequacies such as brain drain,
unemployment, lack of specialized manpower, reduction in government investment, lack of
mobility and sufficient economic growth, it is of double importance to training entrepreneurs in
universities (Sanchez-Oliver et al., 2021). According to researches, business education and
entrepreneurial culture, expansion of entrepreneurship research and development centers,
holding digital entrepreneurship training workshops, etc. are ways to create employment and
improve the unemployment crisis of the society (Costa &amp; Miragaia, 2022). Examining the
process of economic and social development of developed countries in recent decades shows
that in most of them entrepreneurship has been considered as one of the strategic issues in the
field of policy making. They have found that the economy is influenced by entrepreneurship
(Mohd Noor et al., 2021) and entrepreneurs play a significant role in economic and social
development (Rajput, 2015; Artakhov Anton, 2022).

Methodology

The general approach of the current research is qualitative type. Semi-structured interview was
used to collect data. And after a lot of research and studies and with the help of experts, the final
interview questions and interviews were started and continued until the theoretical saturation of
the data.

The statistical population of the research is made up of faculty members of entrepreneurship
management faculties of state universities across the country, faculty members of physical
education and sports science faculties of state universities across the country with
entrepreneurship expertise, special and selected members and lecturers of the employment and
entrepreneurship working group of the Ministry of Sports and Youth of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the selected sports entrepreneurs of the country which was used to select the research
sample using the targeted way with the selection criteria of experts (having an education related
to the research topic, having more than 3 years of work experience in the field of sports
entrepreneurship, at least having a managerial, executive, specialized or expert position). A total
of 15 interviews were conducted and recorded in this study. the data collected was analyzed. In
this research, the method of agreement between two coders based on Cohen's kappa coefficient
was used to determine reliability, and the results of the kappa coefficient (0.79) indicate the



rejection of the assumption of independence of the extracted codes and confirmation of their
dependence on each other. Therefore, it can be claimed that the coding process had sufficient
reliability.

Results

In this section, each of the dimensions of the paradigm model is discussed and the categories
related to each are introduced. In open and axial coding, a paradigm model of sports
entrepreneurship education was developed, a model that includes causal conditions, main
phenomenon, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, strategies and consequences. As
you can see, in figure (1) the theoretical model of "sports entrepreneurship training"” can be seen
according to the dimensions of the paradigm model.

figure 1. Paradigmatic Model of the Dimensions of Sports Entrepreneurship Education

Discussion and Conclusion

According to the findings of the research, for the purpose of sports entrepreneurship education,
the need to provide minimum conditions for sports science students is felt. Today, businesses
are able to survive that are dynamic and able to show adaptability, flexibility and proper
reaction at any point of time and in front of changes. To realize this issue, it seems necessary to
pay attention to sports entrepreneurship. In this regard, sports entrepreneurship education
programs in universities should be directed towards creativity and innovation, and by combining
theoretical and practical knowledge related to sports entrepreneurship, they should finally move
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from a knowledge-oriented university to an entrepreneurial university. It is hoped that the
results of this research can be used in the entrepreneurship education to stimulate the spirit of
entrepreneurship and improve the knowledge, attitude and skills of physical education and
sports science students in the field of entrepreneurship, as well as be used in the policies of
higher education and physical education and sports in the country in order to facilitate the
transfer of a more responsible population to the market.

Originality/Value

Considering the main goal of this article, which is to present a conceptual model of the factors
affecting entrepreneurship education in sports science faculties, as well as the existence of
significant research shortcomings and deficiencies in this field, it is possible to identify and
examine the most important influential components and structures with a more comprehensive
view in order to create a deep and practical insight into the field of sports entrepreneurship
education.

Research Limitations/Implications

Although it seems that the selection of qualitative research provided the most appropriate results
in relation to the subject of the present study, the aforementioned method faces some limitations
in relation to assessing the accuracy of the results obtained. Since the method used in this study
was grounded theory and in which the researcher himself analyzed the data, the results obtained
may not have the necessary reliability and another researcher may not have obtained similar
results. In addition, the results are less clear than quantitative research and cannot be generalized
to other societies before testing the theory extracted from the data. Despite many attempts to
interview some members of the academic staff of universities and sports entrepreneurs,
unfortunately, due to their busy work or lack of belief in research work, it was not possible to
conduct interviews. Given that the concept of sports entrepreneurship education is an emerging
concept in the science of management and entrepreneurship, and so far, few studies in the
country and abroad have addressed this issue and its related indicators, the researcher was faced
with limited resources in this field, which led the researcher to enter the research field with
relative knowledge about the concept of sports entrepreneurship education.
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Figure 1. Paradigmatic Model of the Dimensions of Sports Entrepreneurship Education
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