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ABSTRACT

Objective: The use of sport to address various social issues, including peace, has been widely
welcomed. Accordingly, with the increasing popularity and pervasiveness of sport around the
world, the subject of sport and peace in scientific discourses has fascinated many researchers.
The purpose of this study was to analyze the thematic discourse on the role of sport in world
peace.

Methodology: The present study was of qualitative type and was conducted by systematic
review of documents. The researchers selected, coded and analyzed 35 documents related to the
research objectives by reviewing the articles in the period 2015-2021.

Results: Document analysis by coding method 172 code; 25 concepts and 10 categories were
identified. The contexts identified for the development of sport-based world peace included
budget, educational sport, culture, competence, politics and religion, communities, sport
efficiency, peace capabilities, effectiveness and leadership.

Conclusion: These findings provide a basis for researchers to distinguish the next steps. At the
same time, it will lead to a stronger literary base and challenge the lack of discourse in this area.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
eace is not only essential for human security and well-being but is also a
prerequisite for social, cultural, and economic development. According to
Galtung (1996), the founder of peace theories, the creation of peace is a
continuous process of improvement and development that can be used to move
beyond precarious ceasefires to sustainable and positive peace (Clarke, Jones, &
Smith, 2021). Sports are recognized worldwide as an expanding and significant
industry, distinguished by characteristics such as the influence of sports stars, the connections of
sports teams with communities, and their levels of impact compared to other organizations.
Therefore, sports can be referred to as an international language, with the ability to transcend
cultures, enabling sports-related programs to bridge social and ethnic divides. As a result, sports
can serve as a powerful tool for promoting peace both symbolically on a global scale and
practically within communities (Ndiwa, 2016).

Furthermore, sports, as a global collective entertainment, leverage all their capacities,
including sporting events, athletes, fans, and more, to create the broadest avenues for
communication and dialogue worldwide. Sporting events have the potential to identify a large
number of people across the globe and are considered effective platforms for social mobilization
and public education (Griinenfelder, 2020). Athletes also utilize various sports activities as a
medium to raise awareness about racial bias. These events bring together athletes from diverse
nationalities and religious backgrounds. Additionally, sporting events enable fans to recognize
and respect individuals with differing perspectives on life, traditions, and norms, thereby
reducing the likelihood of conflict.

Methodology

The present research is of a qualitative and systematic review type. In this study, the systematic
gualitative method (Boland, Cherry, & Dickson, 2017) was used. Initially, the purpose of the
research was clarified through planned discussions among three researchers. Subsequently,
questions related to the objective were posed, and to find published articles regarding peace and
sports, reputable and accessible databases such as IranDoc, Google Scholar, Taylor & Francis,
ScienceDirect, and ProQuest were utilized. Keywords and key terms related to the subject, as
well as thematic titles associated with peace and sports (sports, peace, diplomacy, and
development), were employed to collect articles from these databases for the years 2015-2021.
In the screening phase, 135 articles were selected by two researchers using the keywords, and
after evaluating the full texts, 60 articles remained. To assess their relevance to the research
questions, findings and conclusions from the articles were utilized, ultimately leading to the
selection of 35 articles for final coding. The findings of the present study were extracted through
open coding, categorizing concepts, and themes from the data. To enhance the validity of the
research, the method proposed by Sandelowski (M & J, 2007) was employed, which includes
the following steps: 1) reviewing various studies, 2) preparing a list of selected works based on
content and objective relevance, 3) creating a checklist for extracting findings, 4) conducting
coding and extracting findings, 5) ensuring the reliability and consistency of results by



aggregating findings obtained at each stage, 6) re-evaluating the codes by the researchers, and 7)
reviewing deficiencies at each stage. To measure reliability, the Kappa statistic (the degree of
agreement among researchers) was calculated using SPSS 26 software, resulting in a Kappa
value of 0.643, which is considered to be at a valid level of agreement.

Results

At this stage, the existing information in the selected articles was examined, and the findings
and conclusions of the selected articles were chosen for open coding. Subsequently, concepts
related to the open codes were selected, and finally, categories related to the extracted concepts
were identified, which revealed the foundations of peace. In this research, according to Table 3,
a total of 172 open codes and 25 concepts derived from open coding were obtained, ultimately
leading to the extraction of 10 categories. The identified foundations included budget,
educational sports, culture, competence, politics and religion, sports communities, sports
effectiveness, peace capabilities, effectiveness, and leadership nature. These were classified
according to the research objectives into three domains: behavioral, governance, and cognitive.
Data analysis revealed that effectiveness, communities, and educational sports can fit into the
behavioral domain of peace and sports. Additionally, effectiveness, competence, leadership, and
the nature of peace can be categorized in the cognitive section, while governance, which
includes culture, budget, and politics and religion, can be placed in that domain.

Discussion and Conclusion

The aim of this research was to analyze the thematic role of sports in the development of global
peace. To this end, relevant scientific resources related to the research question were utilized
from scientific databases. The findings indicated that ten categories—budget, educational
sports, culture, competence, politics and religion, communities, sports effectiveness, peace
capabilities, effectiveness, and leadership—can play a role in global peace. Through data
analysis, contexts were identified where effectiveness, communities, and educational sports can
fit into the behavioral context of peace and sports. Additionally, effectiveness, competence,
leadership, and the nature of peace can be categorized in the cognitive context, while
governance, which includes culture, budget, and politics and religion, can be placed in that
domain.

According to the findings of the research, it was observed that financial constraints hinder
the quantitative, practical, and organizational increase of peace, which aligns with studies by
(Dolnicar, Irvine, & Lazarevski, 2008; Nagabhushanam & Sridhar, 2010; V. Svensson, Vento-
Tormo, & Teichmann, 2018; Walker & Hayton, 2017). Budgeting is key to developing and
sustaining peace and sports programs, and consequently promoting peace in all communities.
Therefore, if there are constraints in securing funding, sport-based peace projects will be limited
and subsequently face challenges. Financial constraints arising from funding issues and limited
equipment budgets lead to a decrease in the impact of sport-based peace initiatives. With
financial limitations, there is a decrease in human resources, structural capacity, and the design
of initiatives (Cohen, Taylor, & Hanrahan, 2020). Based on the current study, by pursuing
diverse financial opportunities and simplifying the created financial flows, the unpredictability
of budgeting can be reduced. Short-term programs with limited budgets can be transformed into
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higher-quality programs in social environments, maximizing the impact of programs through
focused efforts, thereby achieving the main goal of peace (Walker & Hayton, 2018). Initiatives
in sports are determined by financial capacity; thus, financial capacity can also determine the
type of effective initiatives in sports. If little budget is allocated, we will witness minimal or
even no impact from global peace projects. If policymakers become aware of the peaceful
aspects of sports, they may allocate better budgets to reduce regional crises and conflicts
between countries at lower costs.

Educational sports, created through emphasizing women's sports, school sports, and youth
sports, have shaped mental connections stemming from sports and the friendships that arise
from them. The goal of educational sports is to establish a center focused on sport-based peace
programs, influencing women's sports, youth, and schools. The results of this research align
with findings from (Darnell, 2012; S. C. Darnell, Field, & Kidd, 2019; Straume & Hasselgard,
2014; P. G. Svensson & Mahoney, 2020). Sport-based peace programs positively impact
relationships, youth behavior change, pride, and social ownership towards the community
(Brake & Misener, 2020). Therefore, by developing school sports, women's sports, and youth
sports, we can witness their increased confidence in building relationships and, consequently,
peace. Recognizing the specific importance of culture in developing sport-based peace and
enriching and expanding culture globally can create a dynamic and flexible culture that prevents
cultural tensions through an understanding of diverse cultures. By recognizing various cultural
norms at different levels, sports can be supported for the development of global peace.

Culture serves as a meaningful tool for activities aimed at global peace within the framework
of cultural breadth, emphasizing the importance of culture and necessary biological
enlightenment. The results align with research findings from (S. C. Darnell & Huish, 2015;
Straume & Steen-Johnsen, 2012). The findings revealed that a lack of sufficient knowledge
regarding understanding local customs poses greater challenges for athletes, which can lead to
the integration of cultures at the international level through the continuation of group and team
sports and familiarization with the cultures of each community (Chen, Lune, & Queen, 2013).
By identifying the various cultures of each community, focusing on relationships and cultural
ideals, providing necessary training for cultural development, and promoting sustainable
solutions through sports while valuing culture and the cultural differences between
communities, pathways for developing peace can be enhanced.

Originality/Value

The present study demonstrates that sport, beyond being a mere physical activity, functions as a
diplomatic system and a peace-building ecosystem capable of bridging cultural and political divides.
Research Limitations/Implications

The temporal scope of this study, limited to articles published between 2015 and 2021, may have resulted
in the exclusion of some highly recent publications or foundational classic studies from the analytical
process.
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Figure 1. Conceptual model arising from the findings
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