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Introduction: The aim of the research was to model the socialization of Iraqi
citizens through public sports.

Methods: The research was applied and mixed in terms of purpose and method.
Socio-statistics in the qualitative section included professors of sports management
and sociology, managers and deputy directors of the ministry and departments of
youth and sports, and knowledgeable experts in the field of research in Irag, who
were selected by theoretical sampling (23 people); In the quantitative part,
participants in the general sports programs were included, according to the table of
Krejcie and Morgan, 384 people were selected through stratified random sampling.
The research tools were semi-structured in-depth interviews and a researcher-made
questionnaire. Data analysis was done using grounded theory methods (Glaser
Grounded theory) and structural equation modeling. Validity and reliability were
confirmed through reliability method (qualitative part) and experts' approval and
Cronbach's alpha (0.89) (quantitative part).

Results: Based on the findings of the qualitative part of the 362 primary codes, 49
more abstract concepts and 8 main categories were identified, which were divided
into 2 general categories "influencing factors" and "results from" the socialization
of Iraqgi citizens through public sports, and the final research model was drawn. In
the quantitative part, all significant numbers were greater than 1.96 and their
standard coefficients were greater than 0.4, which indicated the good fit of the
model.

Conclusion: Managers and officials of the country of Iraq should plan and take
appropriate measures regarding the socialization of citizens through public sports,
so that they can enjoy their many consequences in different parts of the society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Socialization can be considered as a kind of social interaction
process during which a person learns the norms, values and
other social, cultural and political elements in the group or
surrounding environment.  Various social institutions
participate in the socialization process of citizens and try to
convey this issue to people in different ways, and by aligning
them with the values and norms, they teach them the
appropriate manners and behavior to live in society. The most
basis of these institutions is the family, which teaches people
from childhood; but as the person gets older and enters the
society, various other institutions also contribute to this; which
are part of these social institutions, there are organizations that
operate with different structures regarding sports, and because
of the many attractions and excitements of this field, they
include many audiences, especially among teenagers and
young people. Sports activities, both at the championship level
and at the general level, can be very effective in forming the
social identity of citizens and their socialization process.
However, considering the wide range of participating classes
and the activities that include the field of public sports, the role
of this part of sports in the socialization of people can be
considered much stronger. Considering the importance of the
contents expressed about the issue of socialization of citizens
through public sports and the significant effects that this issue
can have on different dimensions of a society, the present
research dealt with the modeling of the socialization of Iragi
citizens through public sports.

Methods

The current research was a mixed type of research (qualitative-
quantitative) and applied in terms of purpose. In the first part
of the research, the qualitative approach and the "Foundation
Data Theory" method were used. In the quantitative part of the
research, the structural equations approach was used with the
help of SmartPLS software. The statistical population in the
qualitative section included all experts and specialists with
scientific, executive or scientific-executive background
related to the research topic. Based on this, professors of sports
management and sociology who are knowledgeable about the
field of research, the director and deputies of the Ministry of
Sports and Youth and sports and youth departments of Iraq,
and experts who are knowledgeable about the field of research
in this country were selected as the statistical population; and
from theoretical sampling method which is one of the main
features of foundation data theory. The statistical population
of the quantitative part also included people who participated
in public sports programs, and due to their high number,
according to the table of Karajesi and Morgan, 384 people
were selected as a statistical sample through stratified random
sampling from different regions.

Results

In the open and selective coding stage, a total of 362 primary
codes were extracted from the transcripts of 23 interviews and
their analysis. By examining the similarities and classifying
them, 49 more abstract concepts were identified and finally,
through the classification of similar concepts, 8 main

categories were identified. All these categories and concepts
were divided under 2 general categories: "factors affecting the
socialization of Iraqi citizens through participation in public
sports" and "consequences resulting from the socialization of
Iraqgi citizens through public sports”. 4 "Governmental-Legal",
"Cultural-Social”, "Management” and "Economic" factors
have been identified as the main categories affecting the
socialization of Iragi citizens through public sports, which
included a total of 31 concepts. 4 components of
"Development of Interactions”, "Cultural Development",
"Economic Benefits" and "Structural Benefits" have been
identified as the main categories of consequences resulting
from the socialization of Iragi citizens through public sports,
which include a total of 18 concepts. The third step or the final
process of coding was theoretical coding, which is actually the
main stage of theory design and the final model was designed
based on the previous two stages. In the modeling section of
structural equations, the fit of the model was measured; And
according to the resulting data, it was found that the model has
a good fit.

Conclusion

The findings of the present research show that various factors
have influenced the issue of socialization of Iraqgi citizens
through participation in public sports, and on the other hand,
this issue can lead to different consequences in different parts
of the society. One of the primary measures that must be taken
to carry out any program or project is to know its beneficiaries
in different stages of work. Knowing the beneficiaries and
their demands and the benefits that will be given to them from
the implementation of the project should be clearly defined
and explained to them well. In the project of socialization of
Iragi citizens through public sports, the beneficiaries can be
families, government officials, public and private sector
investors, etc. Another important issue is the issue of women
in Iragi society, who constitute half of the country's population
and play a very effective role in the socialization of their
children. They can also be pioneers and models of family
participation in public sports. Therefore, in the development of
public sports and the issue of socialization through it, women's
sports cannot be ignored. In today's era and with scientific
advances, a space has been formed for the expansion of global
communication, which can sometimes change or weaken the
culture of a society. Meanwhile, Iragi society officials should
try to preserve the culture and values of their society in various
ways and make appropriate plans in this regard, one of the best
of which is the use of sports and physical activity. According
to some of the findings of the research, in order to hold
socialization programs through public sports, the financial
resources of these projects must be provided in different ways,
and the public and private sectors play the main role in this
regard. It should be noted that when an issue is approved
officially and within the framework of the laws of a country
and is announced to the organizations in charge of the matter,
it becomes necessary to implement it, and any delay in its
implementation will be followed up by the official authorities.
Regarding public sports and its role in the socialization of
citizens, if the necessity of implementing programs is



determined by the government and communicated to the
relevant organizations, the follow-up of the programs will be
done better. On the other hand, holding such projects can have
different consequences for any country, including Irag. In fact,
holding such programs should not be limited only to big cities
and certain regions, but should be held on a wider level in
different cities, villages and regions so that its positive effects
can be seen in the society.
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