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Maccabean Revolt, In the early second century BCE, the repressive policies and
Seleucids, Hellenization efforts of the Seleucid Empire threatened the religious
Hasmoneans, Judea, and cultural identity of the Jews in Judea, leading to the outbreak of the
Hellenism Maccabean Revolt. The central question is how this religious
Received: 08 May 2025; movement led to the establishment of the independent Hasmonean

Accepted: 08 November 2025 dynasty and the consolidation of Jewish identity. Employing a

Article type: Research Paper historical method and a descriptive—analytical approach, this study

DOI:10.22034/hsow. 2025.2060119.1614 draws on classical sources such as the Books of Maccabees and the
works of Josephus Flavius, as well as modern scholarship. The findings
indicate that the Maccabean Revolt, through organizing popular forces,
reviving religious rituals, and rebuilding the Temple of Jerusalem,
created the conditions for political independence and the restoration of
religious identity. The Hasmonean dynasty, which emerged from this
revolt, consolidated Judea’s relative independence and strengthened
ethnic self-awareness against the cultural influence of Hellenism.
Although the dynasty eventually collapsed under the growing power of
Rome, the intellectual and cultural legacy of the Maccabees—
embodied in the preservation of faith, the continuity of religious
traditions, and the emergence of Hanukkah —left a lasting impact on
Jewish religious and cultural history.
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