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Abstract

The Fedayan-e Islam society (Jamiat Fada'iyan Islam), led by the
young cleric Nawab Safavi, engaged in nearly a decade-long
struggle against the Pahlavi regime in the mid-twentieth
century, with the aim of establishing an Islamic government,
and exerted significant influence on the political developments
of that period. This article, by examining the concept of Islamic
government from the perspective of the Fedayan-e Islam, raises
the fundamental question of whether the establishment of an
Islamic government in Iran was feasible based on the ideas and
views of this society. In order to provide a reasoned answer to
this question, the article employs a descriptive—analytical
approach and utilizes library-based research, drawing on
sources produced by or related to the Fedayan-e Islam. By
analyzing the data and organizing them into five components—
(1) the possibility of formulating a theory of Islamic
government, (2) the capacity to develop such a theory, (3) the
sources for establishing an Islamic government, (4) the
strategies for establishing an Islamic government, and (5) the
practical mechanisms proposed by the society for this
purpose—the study arrives at the following conclusion: the
Fedayan-e Islam suffered from substantial theoretical and
practical deficiencies across all dimensions, and the
establishment of an Islamic government based on their ideas and
viewpoints was not feasible.

Introduction

The issue of establishing an Islamic state in Iran has long been
intertwined with religious, political, and social processes.
Among the early advocates of politically engaged Islamic
movements, the Fedayeen-e Islam (founded in the mid-1940s)
were particularly notable for their explicit promotion of a
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Sharia-based political order. Led by Nawab Safavi, the
movement sought to challenge secular political authority and
implement Islamic law across society. While the movement’s
goals were clearly articulated, the practical viability of realizing
such an Islamic political system has received limited attention
in existing scholarly literature. This study analyzes the
ideological, organizational, and strategic foundations of the
Fedayeen-e Islam to assess whether the movement’s political
vision could be translated into a sustainable system of
governance. By critically examining their  writings,
declarations, and historical practices, it offers insights into the
disparity between revolutionary aspirations and the actual
capacity for effective governance.

Materials and Methods

This study investigates the ideology and political activities of
the Fedayeen-e Islam through a qualitative, descriptive—
analytical approach. Primary sources consist of the
organization’s official publications, including the Fedayeen-e
Islam Statement and the book The Guide to Truth, as well as
memoirs, speeches, and archival historical documents produced
by or related to key figures of the movement. Secondary sources
comprise scholarly analyses, historical narratives, and relevant
interviews with contemporary witnesses and observers. The
research methodology employs thematic content analysis to
identify the movement’s theoretical foundations for Islamic
governance, institutional and ideological resources, proposed
political strategies, and practical mechanisms employed to
pursue their objectives. In addition, a critical analytical
framework is applied to assess the degree of coherence between
ideological aspirations and political feasibility, as well as to
examine the structural, social, and institutional constraints that
shaped the movement’s practical and operational capacity.
Discussion of Results

The analysis identifies four key findings regarding the
feasibility of establishing an Islamic state in the context of the
Fedayeen-e Islam: Theoretical capacity: The movement lacked
a systematic and coherent theoretical framework for
governance. While strongly committed to the implementation of
Sharia, their writings and declarations primarily emphasized
moral and normative principles rather than institutional, legal,
or administrative structures. Leadership was largely centered on
the personal religious authority of Nawab Safavi, with minimal
intellectual contribution from other members. Organizational
and social resources: The Fedayeen-e Islam were constrained by
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a fragile institutional base, limited social legitimacy, and a lack
of sustained support from mainstream religious authorities,
including prominent clerics such as Ayatollah Boroujerdi.
Internal conflicts, along with the withdrawal of key members,
further undermined the movement’s human resources and
organizational  durability  Strategic  approaches:  The
movement’s strategy primarily prioritized the immediate
enforcement of Islamic law through coercive measures,
violence, and direct political pressure, rather than institution-
building or gradual social mobilization. Attempts to influence
political actors, including temporary cooperation with figures
such as Ayatollah Kashani and the National Front, were often
inconsistent and situational, reflecting strategic misjudgments.
Practical methods: The movement’s operational practices relied
on targeted assassinations, intimidation, and limited forms of
social intervention, which produced short-term effects but failed
to generate lasting legitimacy or public support. Dependence on
violent tactics ultimately alienated broader segments of society
and generated both moral and strategic dilemmas.

Conclusions

Overall, the findings indicate that while the ideological
commitment of the Fedayeen-e Islam was considerable, the
practical realization of an Islamic state was not viable. The
movement’s experience demonstrates a substantial gap between
ideological aspirations and political feasibility, suggesting that
effective governance requires not only religious legitimacy, but
also theoretical coherence, organizational stability, broad social
support, and strategic planning.
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