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Abstract

Publications in contemporary Iran served not only as news
media but also as tools for public education. This research
examines how history was taught and learned through
magazines and newspapers from 1289 to 1320 AH, and the
relationship between this representation and dominant
ideologies. The central question is: What strategies and
approaches were proposed in the press during this period for
teaching history, and what conflicts or gaps existed between the
official discourse of history teaching and critiques from writers
and teachers? The hypothesis is that despite the press's
adherence to nationalist and archaic government policies, it also
provided a platform for educational critiques, suggesting
teaching method reforms, and promoting historical thinking.
The research method is qualitative, based on critical content
analysis of educational articles and reports in late Qajar and
Reza Shah period publications. Findings indicate that
newspapers and magazines served to both reinforce power and
official ideology, while also facilitating critical dialogue on the
goals and methods of history education in Iranian schools.
Introduction

In contemporary Iran, history education has been significantly
influenced by the publication of textbooks and the approvals of
the Ministry of Education. Despite efforts by various
institutions, such as the Supreme Council of Education and
Culture, to organize the teaching and learning of history from
the late Qajar period to the Reza Shah period, there remains a
lack of clarity regarding the hidden and ideological dimensions
present in these lessons.
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History textbooks, along with newspapers and magazines, are
key written sources that shed light on the teaching and learning
of history during this period. This study aims to examine
textbooks, magazines, and newspapers from the late Qajar and
Reza Shah periods to better understand how history was taught
at that time. One of the main reasons for the importance of this
study is that the individuals writing about history education
were influential figures who shaped the educational system.
Therefore, their insights and contributions are crucial for our
understanding of this period.

Materials and Methods

This research relies on historical narratives found in the
publications under review, utilizing a descriptive approach and
critical analysis. The aim is to explore history teaching practices
among teachers and authors of articles in prominent magazines
and newspapers during the late Qajar era and the early Pahlavi
era. Key questions regarding the inefficiency of history teaching
methods, the disconnect between history and people's daily
lives, and the importance of fostering critical thinking and
historical imagination are central to this research. Additionally,
we seek to address the discrepancy between the official,
overarching policy of history teaching and the practical
experiences and criticisms of journalists and experts, an area
that has sparked challenging discussions in the field of history
but has been relatively unexplored.

Discussion and Results

In the waning years of the Qajar era and the dawn of the Pahlavi
era, numerous magazines were published, with distinguished
writers actively engaging in them. Within these publications,
history education, known as one of the most challenging
educational subjects, consistently captured the interest of
scholars and writers. These individuals were often trailblazers
in the realm of education, viewing history instruction not only
as a means of knowledge transmission, but also as a means of
molding the younger generation and preparing them to
contribute to the construction of a modern society.
Consequently, history was taught during this period with a
practical and ideological lens. Given that Iranian society at the
time grappled with issues such as nationalism, traditionalism,
and ethnocentrism, these factors significantly influenced the
teaching and learning of history. A notable drawback during this
era was the scarcity of proficient teachers and expert authors.
All writers stressed the importance of incorporating modern
teaching methods and altering history instruction practices,
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viewing this subject within the educational system as a tool for
shaping students' identity, ethics, and intellect.

Conclusion

Critical studies of history teaching in Iranian schools during the
late Qajar and early Pahlavi periods have revealed that the
current approach to teaching history requires fundamental
changes. Teachers must focus on developing historical thinking
in students and adapt teaching methods so that students can
comprehend historical events in various contexts and draw
lessons from them.

Historical research has indicated that reforming history teaching
in Iranian schools necessitates new and engaging approaches
and tools, such as images and maps. Studies have shown that
history teaching in Iran during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods
was influenced by the ideologies of nationalism, archaism, and
ethnocentrism. These ideologies not only impacted the content
of the curriculum but also shaped teaching methods and
educational objectives. Ethnocentrism and archaism led to the
neglect of cultural and historical diversity in Iran and hindered
critical thinking in history, despite history being a dynamic and
multidimensional science that is essential to national identity.
The study highlighted that history teaching through publications
is considered one of the most crucial elements in public
education and educational guidance. These publications not
only helped determine the educational materials in history
lessons but also played a significant role in shaping and
promoting dominant ideologies.
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