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Abstract

Imam al-Din Husayni Chishti, a historian of the Saduzai era, presents a
comprehensive account of the Durrani dynasty in his work Tarikh-e Husain Shahi.
Drawing on personal observations, oral reports, documents, and letters, he recorded
the events of this dynasty. This research, employing a descriptive-analytical
approach, addresses the question: what are the characteristics of Husayni's
perspective and methodology in his historiography? The findings indicate that he
used both simple and ornate prose styles according to content and purpose. His
indebtedness to Safavid court historiography in style, perspective, and method is a
prominent feature. He used simple prose to narrate events and ornate prose for
genealogies and praise of rulers. As a bureaucrat inclined toward Ash‘arism,
Husayni displayed a providential outlook by attributing events to divine will and an
elitist view by emphasizing prominent figures. His focus on political events
overshadowed social conditions. Furthermore, through fabricated genealogies
linking Ahmad Shah Durrani to Israelite prophets and the Prophet's Companions, he
sought to legitimize the Saduzai dynasty. Although his narrative is biased and lacks
socio-economic analysis, his attention to the geography and local history of eastern
Khorasan and India has made his work a valuable reference for later historians.

Keywords: Imam al-Din  Husayni, Tarikh-e Husain Shahi, historiography
perspective and methodology, Twelver Sunnism, genealogy construction, Saduzai.

Introduction

Following the assassination of Nader Shah Afshar in (1747), the vast empire he had
established rapidly disintegrated and was divided among various claimants to power.
Each claimant formed an independent polity in a different region: Ahmad Shah
Abdali in Kandahar, Azad Khan Afghan in Azerbaijan, and Karim Khan Zand in
Shiraz. Ahmad Shah Durrani, from the Pashtun tribes of eastern Khorasan and
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present-day Afghanistan, founded the Saduzai dynasty (1747-1842) His rule
encompassed a vast territory stretching from eastern Iran to the western Indian
subcontinent, and from the banks of the Amu River to the shores of the Sea of
Oman. After Ahmad Shah, power passed hereditarily to his son Timur Shah and
then to his successors (Shah Zaman, Shah Shuja, and Shah Mahmud). This dynasty
ruled parts of this domain intermittently and through internal strife until (1826)
when Amir Dust Muhammad Khan from the Barakzai tribe finally deposed them
and seized power.

Like every ruling dynasty and its predecessors, the Saduzais paid attention to
recording their deeds and sought to utilize historiography to consolidate power and
acquire legitimacy-a legitimacy often bolstered by connecting to Islamic and ethnic
traditions and by defining genealogical lineages for the rulers. Consequently, several
prominent historians were active in their court, one of whom was Imam al-Din
Husayni, the author of Tarikh-e Husain Shahi. By meticulously recording the details
of wars, courtly relations, and interactions with neighboring countries, Tarikh-e
Husain Shahi holds a distinguished place in the historiography of eastern Khorasan.
Due to its author's particular perspective on events, this book is a valuable source for
understanding the structure of historiography in this period. Although historians of
the past lacked a systematic methodology in the modern sense, examining their
works can reveal their concerns and intellectual frameworks in historiography.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, focusing on the text
of Tarikh-e Husain Shahi as its primary source. In this regard, the narrative
techniques, sources utilized by Husayni, and his ideological frameworks within the
context of post-Safavid Persian historiography have been examined. Furthermore, a
comparative analysis with works from the Safavid period, particularly ‘4lam-ara-ye
‘Abbasi (The World-Adorning History of Abbas), has been conducted to identify
influences and continuities in historiographical traditions.

Discussion & Findings

Husayni's historiography is characterized by a blend of providential and elitist
perspectives, rooted in his affiliation with the Chishti Sufi order and a Twelver
Sunni  worldview. He attributes historical events to divine will, thereby
marginalizing socio-economic factors. His narrative centers on elite actors-rulers
and military leaders-portraying them as divinely chosen instruments. Stylistically, he
alternates between simple prose (for factual reporting) and ornate, formal prose (for
genealogies and panegyrics), an approach influenced by models of Safavid court
historiography such as Eskandar Beg Turkman.

His methodology relies on multiple sources: personal observations (particularly
from military campaigns), oral reports from trusted informants, official documents
and correspondence, and prior written works. However, the selection and
presentation of his data are highly biased, serving the purpose of legitimizing
Saduzai rule. A key finding is his use of fabricated genealogies, linking Ahmad
Shah Durrani to Israelite prophets and Sufi saints in order to construct religious and
political legitimacy. Despite this orientation, his work contains valuable
geographical and socio-cultural descriptions of eastern Khorasan and India. By
detailing routes, tribal structures, economies, and local customs, it provides a
multifaceted view of the region.
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Conclusion

This article, through an analysis of the perspective and methodology of Imam al-Din
Husayni's historiography in his renowned work Tarikh-e Husain Shabhi,
demonstrates that his approach is a blend of providential and elitist outlooks, rooted
in the specific worldview of Twelver Sunnism and his deep affiliation with the
Chishti order. This perspective led him to attribute all historical events to divine
will, marginalizing the role of social, economic, and structural factors. Furthermore,
his focus on prominent personalities and rulers as the primary historical actors
steered his narrative toward court historiography and legitimation. A comparative
analysis of his work with '4lam-ara-ye 'Abbasi reveals his indebtedness to the
paradigm of Safavid court historiography, an influence manifested in his style,
determinist outlook, and elite-centric method.

The findings of this research clearly show that Husayni, in his historiography,
employed strategies such as fabricating genealogies-linking Ahmad Shah Durrani to
Israelite prophets and Sufi saints-and a deterministic interpretation of events, like the
prophecies of Sufi Sabir Shah, to establish religious and political foundations for the
Saduzai dynasty. This should be analyzed not as a methodological weakness but as a
reflection of the function of court historiography and as a response to the crisis of
legitimacy faced by nascent polities after Nader Shah Afshar. Methodologically,
Husayni provided a coherent and rich narrative of the Durrani era by synthesizing
direct observations, trusted oral reports, administrative documents, and prior written
sources. Although the biased selection of data and the prioritization of narratives
aligned with the ruling ideology cast a shadow on the work's impartiality, his
meticulous chronicling of events and unprecedented attention to the geographical,
economic, and socio-cultural details of eastern Khorasan and India-including
descriptions of ethnic structures, livelihoods, and popular beliefs-granted his work
distinct value. This book became a significant source for later historians such as
Munshi 'Abd al-Karim 'Alawi, author of Tarikh-e Ahmad Shah Durrani, and Fayz
Muhammad Katib, author of Tuhfat al-Habib and Siraj al-Tawarikh, to the extent
that much of the content of Tarikh-e Husain Shahi was quoted and adapted in their
works.

Another prominent feature of this book is Husayni's attention to the geography of
eastern Khorasan and India. Although this section is limited in volume, his precise
descriptions of waystations, people's livelihoods, climate, agriculture, culture, and
the beliefs of various ethnic groups, based on his direct observation, enhance the
book'’s value and distinguish it from other sources of the period.

This work can be analyzed not merely as a historical text but as a comprehensive
mirror reflecting the discourse of power, the crisis of legitimacy, and the mindset of
a Sufi-oriented bureaucrat in the Saduzai era. Despite the author's evident
orientations, due to its preservation and reflection of primary data and its author's
multidimensional view of geography and society, it has become an important and
unique source for historical research in the domain of Greater Khorasan and the
subcontinent, contributing significantly to the richness of Islamic historiography.
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