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Abstract

The unique and unpublished manuscript of the fourteenth-century Persian work
known as al-Walad al-Shafiq, preserved in the Stileymaniye Library in Istanbul, has
not yet been studied independently or systematically, despite its importance as a
source for understanding the history and culture of medieval Anatolia. This work
was composed within the political and cultural context of the late llkhanid period
and the early post-llkhanid era, a time marked by the transformation of governance
structures shaped by Mongol rule and the emergence of new patterns of power and
political legitimacy. Adopting a historiographical approach, this article examines al-
Walad al-Shafiq as a historical source, focusing on its modes of narrative
construction, the credibility and selection of sources, and the author’s motivations in
shaping historical memory and articulating political legitimacy. The study
demonstrates that references to the Seljuk dynasty in the text should not be
understood as evidence of the actual continuity of Seljuk political power, but rather
as part of a legitimizing discourse and a reconstruction of historical memory among
post-llkhanid bureaucratic elites, judges, members of the administrative apparatus,
and government officials. Based on the available evidence, the article argues that al-
Walad al-Shafig was not composed as a direct panegyric for the Ilkhanid rulers.
Instead, it appears to have been written for a local audience in Nigde and reflects the
political and social concerns of that region in response to the rising threat of the
Karamanids and the shifting power dynamics in Anatolia. In addition to analyzing
the content of the work, the article investigates the life and social position of its
author, Qadi Ahmad Nigdet, examining his motivations and objectives in composing
the text. It also identifies the intended audience of the work and analyzes their role
in receiving and interpreting the political and cultural messages conveyed by the
narrative.

Keywords: Seljuks of Anatolia, Persian historiography, al-Walad al-Shafig, Nigde,
Mongols.

Introduction

From the late sixth century AH / twelfth century CE, following the collapse of the
Seljuk political order in Iran, a series of major transformations including the Ghuzz
invasions, the decline of the Seljuks of Irag and Kerman, and the Mongol
onslaught—Ied to significant waves of migration by Iranian elites to Anatolia. These

1. DOI: 10.22051/hph.2026.51462.1817

2. PhD Graduate, Islamic History, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
n.mohammadil993@ut.ac.ir

Print ISSN: 2008-8841/ Online ISSN: 2538-3507



Persian Historiography and Political Legitimacy in ... / Mohammadi / 228

movements facilitated the transfer of Iranian administrative, literary, and intellectual
traditions into the land of Rum and laid the foundations for the emergence of Persian
historiography in Anatolia.Historiographical works such as al-Awamir al-‘Ala’iyya,
Musamarat al-Akhbar, Tarikh Al-i Saljag, Qani‘-yi Tasi’s Saljuag-nama, and al-
Walad al-Shafiq testify to the continuity of Iranian historiographical traditions
within this new cultural and political context. Among these works, al-Walad al-
Shafiq, composed by Qadi Ahmad Nigde’1 in the first half of the eighth century AH
/ fourteenth century CE, despite its historical significance and valuable information
on the city of Nigde and its cultural milieu, has not yet been examined
independently or systematically. Adopting a historiographical approach, this article
investigates the historical background and structural features of this work and
analyzes its position within the tradition of Persian historiography as well as its
cultural and political context in post-llkhanid Anatolia.

Methodology

This study adopts a historiographical approach to examine al-Walad al-Shafiq by
Qadi Ahmad Nigde’7, treating it as a historical source rather than merely a record of
events. The manuscript is analyzed through close reading, focusing on its structure,
narrative techniques, and the author’s objectives within the political and cultural
context of fourteenth-century Anatolia. The research also considers the intended
audience, the text’s connection with bureaucratic and judicial traditions, and its role
in constructing historical memory and political legitimacy. Comparisons with other
Persian historiographical works of the Seljuk and Mongol periods help situate al-
WaladI al-Shafiq within the continuity of Iranian historiographical traditions in
Anatolia.

Discussion & Resalts

The analvsis of al-Walad al-Shafia indicates that the work is more than a mere
historical account: it serves as a text for representina historical memorv and political
leaitimacv. The author. Oadi Ahmad Nigde’1. emphasizes the leaitimacv of the
extinct Seliuk dvnastv while downplavina the role of the Monaols. aimina to
reinforce lovalty to the past and the local identity of Nigde. The primarv audience of
the work consisted of urban elites. local notables. and landowners. who. throuah
recallina the leaitimacy of the former dvnasty. reaffirmed their sense of belonaina
and identitv.The findinas also show that the text reflects multiole and sometimes
contradictorv lovalties: praise for the traditional enemies of the Ilkhans. svmpathv
for the destroved Seliuks. and repeated references to “Nigde preserved bv God.” all
of which reinforce local identitv and attachment. Overall. al-Walad al-Shafia
exemplifies the continuitv of Persian historioaraphical traditions in Anatolia and
responds to the specific political and social conditions of the region, rather than
serving as direct praise of the Ilkhans.

Conclusion

Al-Walad al-Shafiqg is a complex and significant work in Persian historiography in
Anatolia, illustrating the continuity of Seljuk and local historical traditions. The
analysis shows that the author emphasizes the legitimacy of the extinct Seljuk
dynasty and reinforces the local identity and historical memory of Nigde, while
downplaying the role of the Mongols. The work was primarily intended for a local
audience of urban elites, landowners, and notables, reflecting multiple and
sometimes contradictory loyalties, including sympathy for the former Seljuk rulers
and acknowledgment of regional adversaries. Overall, al-Walad al-Shafiq continues
the Persian historiographical tradition in Anatolia and responds to the specific
political and social conditions of the region, highlighting the interconnection
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between historical writing, local identity, and political legitimacy.
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