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Abstract

In the history of Qom by Hassan b. Mohammad Qomi (d. 406 AH), water goes
beyond a natural element; it becomes a cultural, social, and political phenomenon.
The main question is how Qomi represents water on three levels: material, political,
and symbolic. On the material level, he deals with ganats (aqueduct), irrigated lands,
and methods of exploitation. On the political level, he presents water as a tool for
regulating power and gaining social prestige. On the symbolic level, he highlights
concepts such as purification, blessing, and healing. The sanctity of springs, the
connection of water with sacred figures, and rituals such as istisqa and sacrifice also
show how the anxiety of water scarcity is transformed into collective action. The
rulers' development measures — from restoring ganats to expanding water resources
— serve both a public function while a credibility-building role, and the people's
"prayer for good" symbolizes the connection between power and holiness. Also,
rituals and symbols such as the “Sugay of Karbala” and the “Alma Ghassan”
organize collective memory and Iranian-Islamic identity around water, turning it
into a common cultural context between residents and immigrants. As a result, Qomi
depicts the society of the fourth century AH as engaged in a multilayered interaction
with water, from the structure of its users to the sanctification of water resources,
creating a cultural-biological system. From this perspective, the history of Qom is a
pre-modern example of environmental historiography that explains the relationship
between man and nature in connection with geographical, political, and cultural-
religious meanings.
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Introduction

Islamic historiography, especially in the tradition of local historiography, is not
limited to simply recording events and often reflects the author’s understanding of
the relationship between man, society, and the natural environment. The History of
Qom by Hassan ibn Muhammad Qomi (d. 406 AH), one of the key texts of the
fourth century AH, is a clear example of such an approach. In this work, natural
resources-especially water-play a fundamental role in organizing the social,
economic, political, and religious life of the city of Qom. The present study Is
shaped by the central question of at what levels does Hassan Qomi represent water
and what image does this representation present of the relationship between man and
nature in the Shiite society of Qom? The main assumption of this study is that water
in the History of Qom is not simply a material element, but rather finds meaning in
three layers: material, socio-political, and symbolic-religious, and acts as an
identity-building factor in local history.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a qualitative and analytical approach and
employs the thematic content analysis method. The text of the History of Qom was
examined as the main source and water-related narratives-including aqueducts,
springs, irrigated lands, rituals, and government interventions-were extracted and
categorized. The theoretical framework of the research is influenced by the “fat
description” approach in cultural studies and social history and allows for the
analysis of hidden meanings and symbolic layers of natural elements. In explaining
the layers of meanings of water (material, political, and Symbolic-religious), tables
and concepts from religious studies, especially Mircea Eliade’s views on the sanctity
of place and religious centrality, have been used.

Discussion & Resalts

The findings of the research show that Hassan Qomi represents water on three
interconnected levels. On the material level, water is the foundation of agriculture,
development, urban development, and the local economy of Qom. Numerous reports
on ganats, water distribution, and irrigated lands indicate that the control and
exploitation of water resources played a decisive role in the city's livelihood and
economic structure. On the socio-political level, water management was a tool for
requlating power relations and gaining social prestige. In addition to its public
function, the restoration of ganats and the expansion of water resources by rulers
played a legitimizing role, and the people's "prayer for good" acted as a symbol of
the connection between power and holiness. On the symbolic-religious level, water
is associated with concepts such as purity, blessing, and healing. The sanctity of
springs, the connection of water with sacred figures, and rituals such as istisga and
sacrifice, indicate the transformation of water scarcity anxiety into collective and
meaningful action. Also, symbols such as the "waterers of Karbala" and narratives
such as "Al-Ma' Ghassan" play a role in the formation of collective memory and
Iranian-Islamic identity around water.

Conclusion

An analysis of the history of Qom as narrated by Hassan b. Mohammad Qomi shows
that water has been a multidimensional factor in shaping social structures and
religious beliefs. In the material dimension, water formed the basis of agriculture,
the local economy, and the tax system, and its distribution determined power and
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resources; in the political dimension, control of canals and water flows was
considered a tool for the rulers to settle and stabilize the structure of power and
social influence; and in the symbolic and religious dimension, water had an
inextricable link with sacred beliefs, purification rituals, and symbols of blessing,
and it represented a collective identity and sanctification of the lifeworld of the
inhabitants. Water management in the history of Qom changed along with political
and social developments: before Islam, water resources were in the hands of local
Iranian families; with the arrival of the Ash'arites and the formation of the "Water
Council", water distribution became more organized; during the reign of Muwayid
al-Dawlah Deylami, the government stabilized the flow of water by relying on local
confidants; And in later periods, resource management continued in a simpler, more
local form. In all these periods, religious beliefs and rituals related to water — such as
sacrifice for the birth of springs or the provision of water through sacred symbols —
helped to reproduce culture and social cohesion as part of social action. In the
“History of Qom”, water had temporal, spatial, and functional dimensions: festivals
and agricultural calendars linked water to the cycle of life and the sanctity of time;
sacred rivers and springs shaped the structure of settlements and the boundaries of
neighborhoods; and ritual rituals, while meeting material needs, help perpetuate
cultural and religious beliefs in the local context. By providing an integrated
analysis of human-environment interaction, this study offers two important
innovations. First, it shows that local historiography in the fourth century AH,
beyond merely reporting events, possessed the capacity for environmental and
cultural analysis, presenting a pre-modern example of environmental historiography.
Second, the multidimensional analytical framework introduced here enables
generalization to other local texts and provide interdisciplinary applications in
history, anthropology, and environmental studies. Overall, "The History of Qom" is
not only a local report, but also a window into the networks of power, economics,
and the meaning-making of water in early Islamic society, paving the way for future
research on human-environment interaction and comparative studies of local texts.
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