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Extended Abstract

Financial policies of the Marwanites in the transoxiana region

Introduction

Since ancient times, the region of Transoxiana has been one of the important regions during various Islamic periods, and attention
to revenue-generating sources has been primarily focused on areas possessing vast wealth in agriculture, trade, and other
resources. Transoxiana is an ancient land in Central Asia that throughout history has been known by names such as “Par-e Dari”
and “Fararud.” Until the third century AH, it was fully regarded as part of Khorasan and had no distinct name of its own (Blinsky,
Y4Ae: Yo). In addition to “Transoxiana,” names such as “Vararud” were also used for this region (Asadi Tusi, Y4¢+: ) + 4; Rudaki
Samargandi, Y+ +4: YVe). In early sources such as al-Buldan, Transoxiana is described either as part of the eastern territories or
with broader geographical boundaries (Ya'qubi, Y+ )¢: ©71-2A), and some geographers considered Transoxiana to be affiliated
with Khorasan (Ibn Rusta, Y3AT: Y\Y-)\Y). This continuous association with Khorasan in geographical texts reflects the
economic and political integration of these regions within the structure of the Islamic Caliphate. Some Orientalists, such as
Schwartz, believe that Transoxiana included the lands north of the Amu Darya as well as the regions between the Syr Darya
(Schwartz, Y+ Y): YY4¢e), Historians and travelers unanimously emphasize the vastness of this region, its abundance, greenery,
and fertility, to the extent that Transoxiana has been regarded as one of the most prosperous climatic zones. Its agricultural
richness turned this region into one of the principal sources of kharaj revenue for the Marwanid Caliphate.

The fiscal policy of the Marwanids, from the year 1¢ to VY'Y AH, was likewise based on these characteristics. Fiscal policy
refers to revenue-generating activities and, in a sense, the regulation of economic stability and growth, the instrument of which
is budgetary provision based on legitimate foundations and, at times, unconventional methods. Accordingly, Transoxiana was
always an important source for advancing fiscal policies and securing revenues. In this research, fiscal policies refer to the
measures adopted by the government in the form of expenditures and revenues, in order to determine how collections and
payments were carried out, the methods of levying various taxes, and their amounts. On the other hand, the excessive demands
of the caliphs and rising expenditures caused tax collection methods and tax levels to differ from those of the early Islamic
period. On this basis, it became necessary to investigate and analyze this subject. Regarding the sources used in this research,
the greatest emphasis has been placed on primary sources, although the works of other scholars have also been utilized alongside
them. Among the most important sources are Fotuh al-Boldan by Ahmad ibn Yahya Balazori, al-Kharaj by Imam Abu Yusuf,
Tabaqat al-Kobra by Mohammad ibn Sa'd, al-Kharaj by Yahya ibn Adam al-Qorashi, al-Amwal by Abu Obayda Qasem ibn
Salam, al-Wuzara' wa al-Kottab by Muhammad ibn Abdus Jahshiyari, Tarikh al-Ya'qubi by Ahmad ibn Abi Wazeh Ya'qubi,
and Moravej al-Zahab wa MaAden al-Jowhar by Ali ibn Hossein al-Masoudi. In some cases, the sources address the subject in
a scattered manner, while in others they deal specifically with certain issues related to fiscal policies. Nevertheless, the researcher
has endeavored to extract, through these sources and thematic analysis, a clear and coherent picture of this inquiry.

Methodology

The present study has been conducted using the historical research method, relying on a descriptive-analytical approach within
the field of library-based studies and with reference to primary sources. The overall effort of this work has been to move beyond
mere historical narration and instead to investigate events and occurrences analytically, with findings grounded in sources and
scholarly analysis. Adhering to the principles of historical research, the study seeks to arrive at an answer to the question posed.
The main objective of this research is to examine the policies and economic conditions of the Marwanid state in relation to its
fiscal policies. From this perspective, the present study seeks to answer the following question: What were the fiscal policies of
the Marwanids, and how did rulers perceive taxation and methods of tax collection in the region of Transoxiana? It should be
noted that the primary tool for data collection in the current study has been the method of note-taking from sources.

Result

The findings of this study indicate that the fiscal policies implemented by the Marwanids constituted one of the most important
means of revenue generation in the region of Transoxiana. The Marwanids ruled this region for nearly seventy years and, in
pursuit of their objectives — one of the most significant being access to the accumulated wealth of the region — spared no effort,
endeavor, or method to achieve this goal. Through various approaches, including killing and bloodshed, coercion, intimidation,
the creation of fear and terror, courting the favor of local landholders and elites, and the use of public threats, they were able to
achieve relative success in collecting taxes such as kharaj and jazya, as well as in acquiring spoils and gifts. Given the high
sensitivity involved in examining fiscal policies within a specific region and ruling system, particularly during the early centuries
of Islam, it can be stated that the Marwanids, in many instances, disregarded Islamic laws and the sources of the Quran and
Hadith in order to gain access to the financial resources they sought for meeting their needs and covering the expenditures and
extravagance of the caliphal apparatus, while also maintaining their dominance over the region. These non-Islamic directives
reached a point where many people were driven toward conversion to Islam; however, whether these conversions were genuine
or nominal, they did not exempt individuals from taxation. The rapid conversion of the population to Islam, in some cases, led
to a reduction in state revenues and hindered the spread of authentic Islam. On this basis, tax collection policies remained
unchanged, and only during the brief three-year caliphate of Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz — marked by the replacement of governors,
the granting of greater freedoms, and his lack of interest in territorial expansion — did the people temporarily experience some
relief from oppression and injustice. Nevertheless, the broader fiscal policies of the Marwanids in Transoxiana unfolded in such
a way that they had no effect on altering the religious orientation of the dhimmis and non-Muslims, and tax collection continued
even after the population embraced Islam. Governors, citing various justifications such as declining state revenues, continued to
forcibly collect taxes, including jazya. These improper policies and confrontational practices of the Marwanids escalated to the
extent that, in some regions, governors were killed and rebellions erupted against rulers and even local landholders. Such
developments led the Marwanids to pay less attention to the population's conversion to Islam and to intensify pressure on the
general populace, focusing primarily on wealth accumulation and financial extraction. For this reason, examining the fiscal
policies of this period is of considerable importance and value, as reliance on historical sources enables a clearer understanding
of these dynamics. Accordingly, this study opens new avenues for researchers, as substantial potential remains for further
investigation through the identification and analysis of other aspects of fiscal policy.




Muslims in the early centuries, particularly during the Marwanid era, set out toward these regions for various purposes, including
the promotion and expansion of Islam, the acquisition of accumulated wealth, and familiarity with distant lands. One of the primary
objectives during the period of conquests was the acquisition of wealth and the financing of the caliphal administration. For this
reason, many conguerors were dispatched during the Marwanid era until the fall of this dynasty under the Umayyad caliphs, with
the aim of securing tax revenues through various methods. Since Islamic conquests yielded revenues such as kharaj, jazya, spoils,
gifts, and grants, the opening of various cities in Transoxiana during this period placed substantial financial resources at the
disposal of conquerors, encouraging caliphs and governors to employ fiscal policies in their use and extraction. In many cases,
little regard was given to religious considerations in the methods of revenue collection. Although, during the reformist period of
Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz, Islamic legal principles were to some extent taken as the basis, this did not last long, and rulers soon
reverted to previous practices in their treatment of the population and tax collection. Consequently, due to its special position,
specific fiscal policies were devised for Transoxiana, and through a detailed examination of these policies, this study provides a
clearer understanding of the history of this period. It can be stated that the fiscal policies of this era, particularly in the collection
of kharaj and jazya, faced challenges such as local resistance and cultural diversity. Examining these policies is essential due to
their impact on the economic and political stability of the region, as well as the lack of focused research on this subject. The aim
of this study is to elucidate the fiscal policies of the Marwanids and the attitudes of rulers toward methods of tax collection in
Transoxiana, addressing the question of how these policies were formed and what effects they produced. Using the historical
research method with a descriptive—analytical approach and relying on historical sources, the data have been analyzed. The
findings show that Marwanid fiscal policies were a combination of the centralized approaches of the periods of Abd al-Malik and
Qutayba, the repressive era of Yazid ibn Muhallab, and the reformist period of Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz. Abd al-Malik increased
efficiency by standardizing the kharaj administration, but the tax pressures imposed by Yazid ibn Muhallab led to declining
production and rebellion. Umar's reforms, emphasizing Islamic justice, garnered public approval but were not sustained due to
elite resistance. Nasr ibn Sayyar established relative stability through fiscal reorganization; however, the expansion of Islam and
tax exemptions reduced caliphal revenues. This study, through a comprehensive analysis of Marwanid fiscal policies, demonstrates
that a lack of cohesion and mismanagement contributed to the weakening of caliphal influence in Transoxiana and underscores
the need for deeper study of taxation systems in Islamic history.

Conclusions

The present study was carried out aiming at examining the fiscal policies of the Marwanids in Transoxiana and the nature of the
rulers' attitudes toward taxation and methods of tax collection during this period. Due to its exceptional geographical position,
agricultural prosperity, and commercial significance, Transoxiana constituted one of the principal sources of revenue for the
Marwanid Caliphate. The fiscal policies of this era primarily centered on the collection of jazya, kharaj, spoils, and gifts reflect the
Marwanids' efforts to secure the financial resources required to sustain their extensive empire; however, these policies were
accompanied by numerous challenges. The findings of the study indicate that Marwanid fiscal policies in Transoxiana were
characterized by diversity and complexity. While Abd al-Malik, through the translation of administrative diwans into Arabic, and
Qutayba, through strict supervision of kharaj collection, sought to centralize and enhance the efficiency of the taxation system,
coercive approaches such as the policies of Yazid ibn Muhallab — marked by the imposition of heavy and unlawful taxes — led to a
decline in agricultural production, widespread migration, and local uprisings. In contrast, the reforms of Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz,
emphasizing religious justice and the exemption of new converts from jazya, represented an attempt to align the fiscal system with
Islamic principles and to reduce social tensions; nevertheless, the revocation of these reforms by his successors, due to financial
pressures and resistance from governing elites, revealed a structural weakness in the implementation of sustainable policies. Nasr
ibn Sayyar achieved relative success in establishing economic stability through the reorganization of the taxation system and the
differentiation of fiscal obligations between Muslims and dhimmis; however, these efforts proved insufficient in the face of political
challenges and the expansion of Islam, which led to a reduction in tax revenues. The innovation of this study lies in its exclusive
focus on Marwanid fiscal policies in Transoxiana and its in-depth analysis of the economic, social, and political impacts of these
policies on the region. Unlike previous studies that have either addressed the Umayyad period as a whole or examined limited
aspects of the fiscal system, this study, relying on historical sources and comparative analysis, offers a comprehensive explanation
of the contradictions and challenges inherent in Marwanid fiscal policies. The research hypothesis — that Marwanid fiscal policies
in Transoxiana, influenced by the financial needs of the empire, the region's cultural diversity, and local resistance, resulted in a
combination of pragmatic, repressive, and reformist approaches — is confirmed. Although these policies succeeded in securing
financial resources for the caliphate in the short term, in the long run they contributed to the weakening of Marwanid authority and
facilitated the decline of Umayyad rule in the region due to a lack of coherence, mismanagement, and economic pressure on the
local population. The overall findings of this study demonstrate that the success of fiscal policies in Transoxiana depended on
achieving a balance between the financial needs of the caliphate and the economic and social capacities of the local population. Just
and coherent approaches, such as the reforms of Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz and the policies of Nasr, contributed to stability and public
satisfaction, whereas oppressive and inconsistent policies, such as those implemented by Yazid ibn Muhallab and Ashras, led to
unrest and a decline in production. This research emphasizes the necessity of more detailed studies of taxation systems in the early
Islamic centuries and their impact on political and social developments, and it may serve as a foundation for future research in the
economic history of Islamic caliphates.
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