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ABSTRACT

The historical cities of Iran are a collection of urban spaces and structures that were delimited
by gates, and often a wall and a moat. The gates and ramparts could shift over time with the
expansion or contraction of the city's perimeter, resulting in variable city sizes. Graves and
cemeteries have always held a high status among the people of this country, and as a permanent,
well-known, and highly important element in the urban space, they contributed to the city's
legibility. For this reason, their use in naming gates, referencing graves based on their adjacent
gates in historical texts, and other documents such as inscriptions carved on the tombs, along
with the integration and correlation of this information with other existing historical
knowledge, helps identify the historical district's boundaries across different periods. The goal
of this research—which employs a library study, field visits, and descriptive-analytical
method—is to re-identify the boundaries of the historical district of Shiraz during various
historical periods based on the location of mausoleums and cemeteries and their alignment with
historical data. This is because some of these graves remain, and based on them, one can reach
a better understanding of the location of the gates, historical cemeteries, and ultimately the
boundary of Shiraz's historical district. Understanding this boundary of the city, in turn, leads
to a better recognition and understanding of its other elements in different historical periods.
The research findings indicate that the historical district of Shiraz has undergone few changes
in its northeastern sector during a period of history and southeastern sector, while remaining
almost constant in other areas throughout history.
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Extended Abstract

Re-ldentification of the historical district boundaries of Shiraz and its changes
based on shrines and cemeteries

Introduction

Shiraz, a city with a illustrious history in Iran, is recognized as one of the oldest centers of civilization, with its central core—
the historical fabric—serving as a symbol of Islamic culture, art, and architecture. This fabric, which currently spans
approximately 360 hectares, has roots in the Islamic period and was founded by Muhammad ibn Yusuf in 74 AH (Abn
Balkhi, 1384, p. 132). From the Achaemenid era, evidenced by discoveries such as Qasr-e Abu Nasr and Persepolis, to the
Islamic periods, Shiraz has consistently been a hub of cultural transformations. Its historical fabric not only encompasses
structures such as mosques, bazaars, and mansions but also includes cemeteries and shrines as enduring and sacred elements
that have played a key role in defining urban boundaries. Precisely identifying these areas aids in better understanding the
city's political, economic, and social conditions across various periods, including the location of historical neighborhoods
and the interpretation of events. Despite previous studies such as those by Charei (1387), Parsaei et al. (1390), Ravanshadnia
(1395), Nadim (1398), and Rezalu et al. (1399), the systematic relationship between shrines, cemeteries, and changes in the
boundaries of the historical fabric has not yet been examined. This gap necessitates the present research.

Methodology

The methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical and is based on the collection of information from library and field
sources. This approach involves examining historical texts, inscribed documents, maps, and travelogues, alongside field
investigations to align the current locations of shrines and cemeteries with historical data. The research questions are as
follows: 1) What is the distribution of cemeteries and shrines in the historical fabric of Shiraz? 2) How have the boundaries
of the historical fabric of Shiraz changed across historical periods, and how many gates did it have in each period? 3) What
has been the significance and role of graves, tombs, and cemeteries among the people and in cities? 4) What is the relationship
between graves, tombs, and cemeteries in identifying the boundaries of the historical fabric of Shiraz? To address these, the
distribution of cemeteries such as Bagh-e Now, Bahaliyeh, and Sheikh Kabir is first examined; then, boundaries and gates
are analyzed based on graves; the cultural importance of shrines is described; and finally, their connection to the historical
boundaries is elucidated.

The research framework is grounded in historical-spatial analysis, which first examines library data such as the books Shad
al-lzar, Tazkireh-ye Hezar Mazar, and Shiraznameh to extract the locations of cemeteries (such as Bagh-e Now, Bahaliyeh,
and Sheikh Kabir) and shrines. This is then aligned through field research, such as visits to remaining sites (e.qg., the shrine
of Khatun Qiyamat and the tomb of Sheikh Abu Zura'eh), and analysis of inscriptions (e.g., the gravestone of Nusrat al-Din).
The methods applied include content analysis of texts for gate naming, mapping the distribution of cemeteries, and temporal
comparison of boundaries from the Umayyad period to the Qajar era.

Discussion

Shrines and cemeteries have held a special place in the history and culture of Shiraz, serving as sacred and enduring elements
that not only form part of the urban identity but also act as important tools for identifying the city's historical boundaries. In
the eighth and ninth centuries AH, books such as Shad al-lzar and Tazkireh-ye Hezar Mazar introduced the tombs and
cemeteries of Shiraz, while Shiraznameh described the city through its buried figures. This indicates the importance of graves
among the people. The author of Shad al-1zar divided Shiraz's cemeteries into seven sections and assigned each day of the
week to visiting one, reflecting their religious and cultural role. Foreign travel writers such as Ibn Battuta and Chardin also
spoke of the profound respect people held for these sites (Ibn Battuta, 1370, p. 262).

Many historical figures were buried near famous shrines to benefit from their sanctity. For instance, Imamzadeh Seyyed
Abdullah (A.S.) had a dome and shrine during the Safavid period and is located near Bazar-e Morgh (currently Bazar-e
Ruhollah). Prominent figures of the Buyid dynasty, such as Imad al-Dawleh Deylami (d. 338 AH) and Samsam al-Dawleh,
were buried near the tomb of Ali ibn Hamzeh (A.S.) (Hosseini Fasaei, 1388, pp. 218-227). Mahmud Shah Inju (736 AH) and
his son Abu Ishag were also laid to rest adjacent to Sheikh Kabir (Afsar, 1353, pp. 212-213). Cemeteries were often within
the city and considered part of the urban space.

The restoration and reconstruction of shrines demonstrate their ongoing importance. The tomb of Sheikh Kabir (Abu
Abdullah Muhammad ibn Khafif, 3rd-4th centuries AH) was restored multiple times: during the Atabeg era by Zangi ibn
Mawdud and Abu Bakr (Mostowfi, 1336, pp. 138-139; Beyzavi, 1382, p. 121), in the eighth century by Sheikh Bahlul
Mughul (Zarkub Shirazi, 1350, pp. 50 & 93), and during the Inju period by Abu Ishaq, who built three domes over it (Mehraz,
1348, p. 409). This shrine functioned as an important school where nobles such as Sadr al-Din Muzaffar Baghnavi studied
(Lambert, 1386, p. 143). Sa'di Shirazi mentioned Sheikh Kabir in his poetry. Ibn Battuta described him as the leader of Fars,
with people visiting twice a day and judges gathering in his school (Ibn Battuta, 1370, p. 262). This tomb prospered in the
Darb-e Shazdeh neighborhood until the early Safavid period but later declined (Deylami, 1363, p. 310).

The shrine of Shah Cheragh was also developed by Tashi Khatun (mother of Abu Ishaq Inju) with a tall dome, a school, a
corner for travelers, and Quran reciters (Ibn Battuta, 1370, p. 251). She herself visited on Monday nights. The tomb of Bibi
Dokhtaran was built by Khatun Qatlugh Beyg Changizi with a dome and school (Isa ibn Juneyd Shirazi, 1364, p. 154), and
the tomb of Seyyed Abdullah held importance during the Safavid era (Afsar, 1353, p. 167).

The abundance of graves in the alleys of the historical fabric confirms their significance. The well-known status of graves
was such that gates and neighborhoods were named after them, such as the Sang-e Siah neighborhood from the black
gravestone of Sibuyeh (a 2nd-century scholar, author of an Arabic syntax book), where people rubbed their chests on it for
grammatical prowess (Isa ibn Juneyd Shirazi, 1364, pp. 137-139). Hafez and Sa'di are popular due to their literature, but




others for their moral and scholarly virtues. Many alleys, such as Nur Mohammad, Sadr al-Din Mohammad, Nasr al-Din,
and Seyyed Abu Taleb, are named after imamzadehs.

This importance highlights the connection of graves to identifying historical boundaries. Gate naming was often based on
adjacent shrines, which, due to their permanence, delineate boundaries. For example, the eastern gate: Dowlat (from Sheikh
Dowlat ibn Ibrahim), Monzar (from Monzar ibn Qays), and Kol-e Sheikh Abu Zura'eh (from Sheikh Abu Zura'eh Ardabili) (Isa
ibn Juneyd Shirazi, 1364, pp. 318-321). Today, only the shrine of Sheikh Abu Zura'eh remains, indicating the positions of others.
The Khatun Gate from the Khatun shrine, Darb-e Salam from Salam ibn Abdullah Sufi (later Shah Da'i from Nizam al-Din
Muhammad Hosseini, d. 920 AH) (Isa ibn Juneyd Shirazi, 1364, p. 175). Kol-e Shahzadeh Qasem from Imamzadeh Shahzadeh
Qasem (A.S.). The Sa'di Gate leads to Sa'di's tomb, though not directly involved, it identifies the northeastern gate.

The Bahaliyeh cemetery (inside the city, west) includes the shrines of Nusrat al-Din (A.S.), Sibuyeh, and Bibi Dokhtaran.
The inscription on Nusrat al-Din's gravestone refers to a corner near the rampart, marking the southwest (Isa ibn Juneyd
Shirazi, 1364, pp. 139 & 154). The Beyza and Murdestan gates did not relocate. The northern gate was near Sheikh Kabir.

A table of shrines summarizes their roles: for example, Shahzadeh Qasem (Kol-e Shahzadeh Qasem, between south-
southwest), Khatun Qiyamat (Khatun Gate, southeast), and cemeteries such as Bagh-e Now (inside, east), Bahaliyeh (inside,
west), Dar al-Salam (outside, south), Sheikh Kabir (inside, north), Mashhad-e Om Kolthum (initially inside, then outside,
southeast).

In texts such as Shiraznameh and Shad al-Izar, tombs and their locations are introduced with terms like "outside, behind,
near, beyond the gate," enhancing urban legibility (Isa ibn Juneyd Shirazi, 1364, pp. 21-433). Historical Iranian cities were
bounded by ramparts and gates, with changeable boundaries, but shrines as fixed markers have preserved them.

Conclusion

The historical fabric of Shiraz, which today covers approximately 360 hectares of the city's area, is its cultural-historical core
and has varied in extent across different periods. This area was often enclosed by a rampart and connected to the outside
through main and secondary gates. Gates had various hames throughout history, and identifying their locations is key to a
more precise understanding of the fabric's boundaries. In this regard, the positions of graves, tombs, and cemeteries play a
pivotal role, as enduring elements that assist in locating gates and ramparts.

Graves and shrines have long held great importance among the people of Shiraz. Many tombs were repeatedly restored
and rebuilt, people visited them for pilgrimage, and even kings and nobles built their own tombs adjacent to ancient ones.
This significance is evident in the abundance of imamzadehs buried in the historical fabric and the naming of alleys,
neighborhoods, and gates after them. For example, historical documents such as books, inscriptions, and maps use graves as
reliable elements for naming gates. Since many of these graves remain today, the positions of historical gates can be
reconstructed. Additionally, in historical texts, the locations of shrines or cemeteries are often described relative to the
rampart or gate; although ramparts and gates no longer exist, shrines serve as indicators to specify their positions.

Based on the data, Shiraz's boundaries are as follows: north in the area of Sheikh Kabir's shrine and the Estakhr Gate; east
to the shrine of Sheikh Abu Zura'eh Ardabili; southeast to Mashhad-e Om Kolthum and the shrine of Khatun Qiyamat; south
to the north of Dar al-Salam cemetery, the burial site of Salam ibn Abdullah Sufi (later Shah Da'i) and Imamzadeh Shahzadeh
Qasem (A.S.); southwest to the area of Imamzadeh Nusrat al-Din (A.S.), whose gravestone inscription refers to the city
rampart; and west to the shrine of Imamzadeh Bibi Dokhtaran (A.S.) and Bahaliyeh cemetery. Additionally, the names of
the Murdestan neighborhood and gate and Beyza appear in the book Zubdat al-Tawarikh (9th century), indicating no
significant relocation of the western and northwestern gates throughout history.

Cemeteries also had varying positions: Bahaliyeh, Bagh-e Now, and Sheikh Kabir inside the city; Dar al-Salam outside
the city; and Mashhad-e Om Kolthum initially inside and then outside. Based on this information, we conclude that the
boundaries of Shiraz's historical fabric have not undergone significant changes throughout history. The only expansions
occurred in a period in the northeast (such as the Safavid era) and a slight reduction in the southeast (Zand era, with Karim
Khan making the enclosure smaller), but in other areas, the boundaries remained largely stable. This stability highlights the
cultural importance of graves in preserving urban identity and aids in conservation planning.
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