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Abstract

The end of World War II marked a new era in Iran’s contemporary history concerning its
relations with the global capitalist hegemony. Following WWII, which established US.
hegemony in the global capitalist system and international relations, Iran’s politics and economy
were heavily influenced by the U.S,, especially during the Cold War. Consequently, the Nixon
Doctrine, stemming from U.S. domestic and international challenges over the Vietnam War,
significantly impacted Iran. Assigning Iran the primary military role in the Persian Gulf under
this doctrine affected Iranian societal structures, notably its military. This historical research,
therefore, investigates: What was the impact of implementing the Nixon Twin-Pillar Doctrine
in the Persian Gulf, with Iran as its first military pillar, on Iran’s armament capabilities from
1969 to 19717 Findings indicate that U.S.-Iran alignment and mutual willingness for Iran to
assume the primary military role under the Nixon Doctrine in the Persian Gulf enhanced
Iran’s armament capabilities from 1969 to 1971. This increase stemmed from Iran’s ability to
purchase arms from nations with military industries, crucially enabled by President Nixon’s
personal support. This allowed Iran, under the Shah, to acquire advanced weaponry from the
U.S., Britain, Western European nations, and even the USSR, to fulfill its military role within
the Nixon Doctrine.
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Introduction

The 1970s C.E. ushered in profound geopolitical transformations in the
Middle East, particularly within the strategic Persian Gulf region. Britain’s
1971 military withdrawal from East of Suez engendered a regional power
vacuum, attracting heightened attention from major powers, notably the
United States and the Soviet Union, amidst the Cold War. During this critical
historical juncture, marked by escalating East-Westideological and geostrategic
rivalries and the repercussions of the Vietnam War for the US., the Nixon
Doctrine was introduced in 1969 C.E. by President Richard Nixon. This
new US. foreign policy is fundamentally aimed at reducing direct American
military commitments globally, relying instead on allied regional powers to
maintain stability and counter communist influence. Iran, under the rule of
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, was central to the implementation of the Nixon
Doctrine in the Persian Gulf. The nation’s prominent geopolitical position
and abundant oil resources rendered it an ideal candidate to act as a regional
gendarme and a key pillar of US. policy. Consequently, military and security
relations between Iran and the United States entered a new;, intensified phase,
distinctly characterized by the extensive sale of the most advanced American
weaponry to Iran. The Shah was granted considerable latitude (carte blanche)
to equip the Imperial Iranian Armed Forces with modern armaments,
including F-14 Tomcat fighters, Chieftain tanks, and advanced naval vessels
such as destroyers and hovercraft. The present historical research aims to
examine the impact of the Nixon Doctrine on the enhancement of Iran’s
armament capabilities, a direct consequence of this policy. The military
ramifications of the Nixon Doctrine profoundly influenced the accelerated
and unprecedented augmentation of the Iranian Army’s strength during the
second Pahlavi era. This study seeks to elucidate how U.S. foreign policy at
this particular juncture catalyzed the transformation of Iran into one of the
preeminent military powers in the Persian Gulf and the broader Middle East,
and to investigate the military consequences this transformation entailed for
Iran during this period.

Materials and Methods

The historical, political, and international nature of the present research
necessitates the adoption of a historical approach, utilizing a descriptive-
analytical methodology. Within this framework, the researcher initially
provides a scientific description of the contexts, events, and policies
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pertinent to the subject matter, and subsequently proceeds to elucidate the
causal factors underlying its formation, its essential components, and its
military ramifications. This study, employing the historical research method
in a descriptive-analytical manner and relying on library and documentary
studies, examines the influential factors in the formulation of the Nixon
Doctrine and scrutinizes its military consequences for the enhancement
of the Iranian Army’s armament capabilities during the second Pahlavi
era. The authors of this research seek to answer the fundamental question:
What impact did Nixon’s twin-pillar doctrine in the Persian Gulf, and Iran’s
tulfillment of a military role as the primary pillar of this doctrine, have on
the army’s armament capabilities between 1969 and 1971 C.E.? In this study,
while adhering to the principle of academic integrity and relying on credible
sources, an initial examination is made of the historical-political contexts
leading to the emergence of the Nixon Doctrine. This includes the Cold
War and its critical turning point, the Vietnam War, and ultimately, the shift
in the United States’ approach to its grand strategies at the international
system level. Following the collection, validation, and classification of data
from these diverse sources, the authors have conducted a qualitative analysis
and engaged in scientific inference regarding the dimensions of the Nixon
Doctrine’s impact on Iran’s armament capabilities.

Result and Discussion

The formulation and implementation of the Nixon Doctrine in the late 1960s
C.E. can be fundamentally understood and analyzed within the context of the
ideological and geopolitical conflicts of the Cold War era, and particularly
under the influence of its decisive turning point, the Vietnam War. This
doctrine represented a shift in United States policy to reduce direct U.S. military
commitments worldwide and rely on allied regional powers to maintain stability
and contain communist influence at the international system level. This policy
shift had profound impacts on the structure of the international system and
power equations in various regions of the world, including the sensitive Middle
East region and, more specifically, the Persian Gulf. Iran, under Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi, became one of the pivotal elements for the implementation
of this doctrine in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf region. The British
military withdrawal from East of Suez in 1971 C.E.-itself a consequence of
the decline of its colonial power after World War II and an indicator of the
hegemonic transition from Britain to the United States-created a power vacuum
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in the Persian Gulf region. At a time when the United States, affected by the
repercussions of the Vietnam War and domestic pressures, was refraining from
direct military intervention in crisis regions, Iran emerged as an ideal candidate
to fill this vacuum and assume the role of protecting Western interests. Iran’s
strategic position, its shared border with the Soviet Union, abundant energy
resources, as well as the Shah’s personal interest and ambition to transform Iran
into a dominant regional power, provided the basis for this selection. Thus, Iran
became the primary pillar of the so-called twin-pillar policy within the Nixon
Doctrine in the Persian Gulf, transforming into the region’s gendarme. The
Pahlavi regime’s acceptance of this role, in the first instance, entailed significant
military consequences for Iran. The most significant of these consequences
was the unprecedented quantitative and qualitative expansion of the Imperial
Iranian Armed Forces’ capabilities, which endowed Iran with the capacity to
intervene in regional crises, such as the suppression of the Dhofar rebellion
in Oman, with the aim of countering communist movements. The massive
and virtually unrestricted procurement of advanced weaponry and military
equipment, particularly from the United States, was a salient characteristic of
this period.

Conclusions

The challenges confronted by the United States during the Vietnam War
prompted Richard Nixon to formulate his doctrine, which emphasized
a reduction in direct American military commitments and a reliance on
regional allies. The Persian Gulf, as an energy hub and a strategic region, was
placed at the core of this doctrine, and the twin-pillar policy, with Iran as the
primary military pillar and Saudi Arabia as the secondary financial pillar, was
implemented. Iran’s acceptance of the role of regional gendarme, a position
that aligned with the ambitions of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, led the United
States to abandon its previous restrictions on arms sales. Consequently, a
deluge of advanced American weaponry, in both quantitative and qualitative
terms, flowed into Iran, and military procurements from Britain and other
Western nations, such as Italy and France, also saw a significant increase. This
development fundamentally transformed the structure of the Iranian military-
across its land, naval, and air forces-and established it as the preeminent
military power in the region. Possessing this enhanced capability enabled
Iran to undertake direct and indirect military interventions in regional affairs,
including the suppression of insurgents in Oman.
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