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Abstract

Higher education institutions were established in the final
years of the Pahlavi era, centered in Kermanshah province
in the western regions of Iran. Ilam province—one of the
country’s newly established and underdeveloped
provinces—witnessed for the first time the establishment
of its earliest institution of higher education at the
undergraduate level, specializing in animal husbandry and
founded under the auspices of the Kermanshah College of
Sciences. Given its historical background, geographical
and climatic conditions, extensive rangelands, and the
predominance of pastoralist culture and livelihoods, the
province constituted a suitable setting for modernizing
livestock production and dairy processing. Achieving this
objective required up-to-date technical and specialized
expertise in animal breeding and livestock products. This
study, for the first time, examines the establishment of
higher education in Ilam province through founding the
Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry as a branch of Razi
University. The findings indicate that the earliest scientific
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policymaking efforts for higher education in Ilam were
initiated through field studies conducted by teams from the
higher education sector—initially under the framework of
the Kermanshahan College of Sciences, and later as a
campus of Razi University, which served as one of the
most important centers of higher education in western
Iran—in collaboration with the University of Akron in the
United States. On this basis, the foundation of the first
institution of higher education in Ilam Province was laid,
and the Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry, as one of Razi
University’s satellite faculties, formally paved the way for
the introduction of higher education into the province
beginning in 1976.The results further show that the
establishment of this faculty faced serious challenges.
Lack of adequate educational infrastructure, shortages of
land and water, limited laboratory and instructional
equipment, insufficient specialized personnel, and the
political crisis in the final years of the Pahlavi regime led
to many difficulties for the Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry campus. Nevertheless, despite these obstacles,
the establishment of this campus became an entry point for
the subsequent development of higher education in the
province and ultimately for founding Ilam University in
the two decades following the victory of the Islamic
Revolution.

Keywords: Higher Education, Kermanshahan Faculty of
Sciences, Razi University, Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry.
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A Study of the First Higher Education Policies in Ilam
Province (1976-1978)

Extended Abstract

The issue of modern education, sending students abroad for education and
establishing higher education centers in a new style, was the result of the
Iranian society's encounter with the West and the recognition of the concept
and function of a new educational center called a university, which began in
the Qajar era. Its clear manifestation was the establishment of the Dar al-
Fonon (Polytechnic) during the Nasseri era with the efforts of Amir Kabir.
This process finally took on a different form with the establishment of the
University of Tehran in 1934. Although higher and specialized schools of
agricultural medicine and technology were established in various cities and
large universities such as Tehran, Tabriz, Ferdowsi Mashhad, Shiraz, etc.
until the 1950s, the penetration of higher education, especially in peripheral
regions and cities, especially in Western Iran, was a very slow process. In
western Iran, until the 1950s, education took the form of modern schools,
primary courses, and then supplementary courses in agricultural, health and
medical education centers and higher education schools. Finally, in
Kermanshah, in 1972, with the establishment of the Kermanshah Faculty of
Sciences, undergraduate courses in natural sciences and mathematics began.
Ilam, which was still considered a governorate of part of Kermanshah
province until early fifties, was recognized as a new province in the political
divisions of the country in early 1974. At the request of the governor of
Ilam, Asghar Afrasiaei, the field of animal husbandry was also launched in
the second half of 1974, considering the needs of the western region of the
country, in the framework of the Kermanshah Faculty of Natural Sciences
and Mathematics. Then, with the official opening of Razi University in
October (1976), the llam Faculty of Animal Husbandry was defined as one
of the campuses of Razi University. In fact, the opening of Razi University
in Kermanshah in 1976 as a comprehensive university in the west of the
country is known as the beginning of the entry of higher education into the
cities of Sanandaj and Ilam in the provinces of Kurdistan and Ilam. There is
not much knowledge about how the Ilam Faculty of Animal Husbandry was
established, its context, sources of studies, management, problems and
issues. This research paper examines how the Ilam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry was established and the first scientific and educational policies,
issues, problems and achievements and failures of this faculty as the
cornerstone of higher education in Ilam province. Accordingly, the present
study seeks to answer the question of how the first efforts to establish a
higher education center in llam were made and what the consequences were.

Background: Despite the quantitative and qualitative development and
historical developments of higher education in Ilam province after the
Islamic Revolution, there has not yet been a documented and comprehensive
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study on the first scientific policies in the history of the establishment of the
science institution in this region. The study of the history and historiography
of higher education institutions in Iranian society is one of the topics that has
not received much attention. This neglect is even more pronounced in the
case of higher education institutions and institutions in the peripheral regions
in various geographical areas of contemporary Iran. Despite nearly half a
century of the first scientific and educational efforts in the provinces of the
western region of the country, it can be stated that no valuable and
noteworthy work has been done. One of these centers and institutions is the
University of Ilam and its history and the establishment of the Faculty of
Animal Husbandry on the Ilam campus, which was affiliated with Razi
University in Kermanshah, which can be considered the first scientific
experience and policy making in remote areas of Iran in the late Pahlavi era.
No studies have been conducted yet on this center and how it was
established as the first higher education center affiliated with Razi
University of Kermanshah, which was known as the [lam Faculty of Animal
Husbandry of Razi University. In this regard, this research is the first attempt
to examine the nature of the institution of science in western Iran and in [lam
province. The establishment of the Center for Historical Studies and
Documents at Razi University following the efforts of the Department of
Historical Sciences and the Iranian History Association of Kermanshah
Center, and the establishment of the Higher Education Studies Group in the
west of the country, provided research opportunities in this field by
publishing a brief history of Razi University in the west of the country.

Method and Objectives: Investigating and explaining the history of higher
education institutions and institutions that play a prominent role in the
cultural and scientific development of societies is one of the most important
objectives of cultural history studies. Cultural and civilizational studies and
how such institutions were established provide the origin, planning, and
recognition of their strengths and weaknesses, efficiency, or inefficiency,
and help explain the history of higher education in this region of Iran in the
late Pahlavi era and the beginning of the Islamic Revolution. The present
study examined the establishment of the [lam Faculty of Animal Husbandry
and its related issues. In this study, an attempt was made to historically
discuss and examine the process of introduction of higher education into
Ilam based on documentary studies, considering the historical documents
and records of the [lam Faculty of Animal Husbandry available in the higher
education archives, and to answer these questions: How were the first
policies and efforts made to introduce higher education in Ilam province?
What were the stages, and what was its function? This research, using
descriptive and analytical methods and using archival documents, for the
first time in the history of higher education in Ilam, discusses and examines
the contexts and backgrounds in the Faculty of Science in Kermanshah, the
process of establishment, how studies were formed, the structure of human
resources and the challenges of the first scientific institution in this province,
and the first scientific activities and policies of the Faculty of Animal
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Husbandry, Razi Pardis University (Ilam). It describes and analyzes the
contexts and the process of establishment and the problems facing the first
higher education institution in this province based on historical and archival
documents.

Discussion and Conclusion: The results of this study show that the
establishment of this faculty has faced serious challenges; lack of land,
water, laboratory and educational equipment, specialized human resources,
and the political crisis during the Pahlavi era have the the campus of the
Faculty of Animal Husbandry of Ilam to suffer many problems and failures.
Regarding the practical units of this field, lack of faculty members,
deprivation of the province, lack of sufficient budget were among the
problems despite the continuous efforts made by the deans of the Faculty of
Science of Kermanshahan and Razi University, and the deans of the Faculty
of Animal Husbandry, Ilam, for providing the required facilities. In any case,
the establishment of the Animal Husbandry Department in Razi University
and the experiences and studies resulting from it in the coming years paved
the way for the introduction of higher education into Ilam province and the
establishment of other scientific disciplines such as veterinary medicine and
agriculture in Razi University and Kermanshah province. Despite local
efforts and support from the central branch of the western part of the country
in Razi University to establish the campus of the Animal Husbandry
Department of Razi University in [lam province, there were many problems
in the path of scientific and educational activities of this faculty. The
experiences of facing these problems in the years after the Revolution
provided the motivation for paying more attention to appropriate planning in
the field of higher education in Ilam province. The consequences of this
attention have been the expansion and development of the higher education
system in [lam province, which deserves an independent study.

Keywords: Higher Education, Kermanshahan Faculty of Sciences, Razi
University, [lam Faculty of Animal Husbandry.



