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The growth of Islamic movements in Muslim societies during the
recent decades has brought about increasing attention of scholars to
roots and records of such happenings. In this field, the study of
Muslims’ responds to the colonial presence of European powers in
Islamic lands, attracting academics, has resulted in various theories.
Following this approach, the present work aims to study the movement
of an Islamic sect, namely Sanusiyya/ Senussiyyah, in north Africa,
especially in Libya, during 1850-1914 when their successful struggle
against European colonial powers helped Muslim awaking much.
The findings show that from ideological point of view, Sanusis’
beliefs were founded on local understanding of Islam-Sufism in
Libya. This restricted expansion of Sanusism within and without
Libya. Asto the financial resources, the Sanusis were mostly dependent
on slave trade. But this asset became unreliable as a result of slavery
trade prohibition policy of the great powers in the 19? century.

In the field of political-military efforts, it seems that the origin of
Sanusis’ achievements should be searched for in the colonial policies
of Britain (in Egypt and Sudan) and France (in Tunis and Algeria)
who to avoid unnecessary conflicts preferred to keep Libyan desert
as a buffer between their colonies, while weakness prevented the
Ottomans’ involvement in Libyan affairs. Having accepted legitimacy
of the Ottoman Caliphate, the Sanusis took advantage of the existing
power vacuum and established themselves in Libya (mid-19"
century). Since then, till the beginning of the Great War (1914) they
conducted the Jihads and operations against both Franchand Italian
colonialism in Libya itself.
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3. Editorial Article 3 (no title), Manchester Guardian, 15 Sep t. 1881.
4. Tripoli. Times, 17 May 1882.
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The Coming of Mahdy (1882). Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine, Vol. 132: 132ff.; The Coming of
the Mahdi. New York Times, 3 Dec. 1882.
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J. Alvarez to Salisbury, 27 June 1899 and same to same, 5 July 1899 both in Correspondence Respecting
Affairs in North-East Africa and the Soudan, Part I, Confidential, July to Dec. 1899: 19 (nos. 23-24),
FO 881/7328.

2. King, 1908: 145ff.; Italian Libya, 1920: 17.

3. For instance, French in Central Africa: the Shadow of the Senoussi. The Times of India, 12 Feb.
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18 Dec. 1899; Our London Correspondence. The Manchester Guardian, 20 Dec. 1899; also see,
Uzoidwe. 1985: 19ff.; Herbert, 2003: 702ff.
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Harcourt, Memo, 22 Spt. 1892 and Enclosure, CAB 37/31 Part One, UK, National Archives.

1. Sanoussi, the Sheikh of Jarbob, 1894: 35.

2. Swaine, Sattistics of Tripoly (Africa). 2 Nov. 1881, Enclos. No. 2 In Dufferine to Grranville, 2 Nov.
1881, Further Correspondence Respecting the Affairs of North Africa. 1881, pp. 161-167, MS
Selected Foreign Office Files on Africa, NA, UK.

3. Alvarez to Salisbury, 13 Sept. 1900, Further Correspondence Respecting Affairs in North-East Africa
and the Soudan. July to December 1900. MS Selected Foreign Office Files on Africa. The National
Archives: 118 (no. 90).
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5. For instance, see Memorandum by Sir P. Anderson, in Further Correspondence Respecting the Niger
Territories. July to December 1895. FO 881/6783: 27-29, no. 18.
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2. The Boyd Alexander Expedition Through Nigeria. Times, 23 Jan. 1905.
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1. Saleh El Khalidi, 256-257.

2. For instance, see Captain Avon (1 Nov. 1906): 340-341; Pan-Islamic Movement. New York Herald
[European Edition], 25 Sept. 1906.
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4. Reuter. The Senussi Movement. Daily Telegraph, 25 Sept. 1907.

5. Muslim Messiah Bobs up Again: Preaching the Jehad Against Europeans. Herald Tribune, 22 Sept.

1907; cf. Fall, 309.
6. A Handbook of Libya: 63.
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