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The expansion of relations between Iran and Europe during the Safavid
era (16-18 AD/ 10-12 AH) led Europeans to broaden their understanding
of Iran’s geography. Europeans pursued this goal by extensively
producing and distributing geographic maps during this period. Unlike
travel writers, European cartographers rarely conducted fieldwork or
surveys, leading to perceptual errors in Iranian toponyms on their maps.
The number of maps and the diversity of informationthey included about
Iran’s geographical features, especially descriptions of its natural
landscape, were remarkable. In this context, the present article examines
how the river "Bendemir* was named and depicted on a map of Iran and
its surrounding regions created by the French cartographer Guillaume
Delislein 1702 AD (1113 AH). This study specifically asks: What is the
historical origin of the name "Bandemir" on Delisle’s map, where is it
located along the northem coast of the Persian Gulf, and to what extent
does Delisle’s placement match the geographical realities of the Safavid
period? The article uses a descriptive-comparative methodology and
draws on various Iranian and European sources to assess this natural
feature, as shown on Delisle’s map. The study's findings reveal a pattern
of tensionbetween the cartographer’smental geography and the territorial
realities of the Safavid era. Specifically, the river labeled "Bandemir”
lacked an independent geographical identity along the northern coast of
the Persian Gulf, nor did it align with the territorial realities of the Safavid
province of Fars. Delisle, shaped by perceptual errorsfrom previoustravel
writersand cartographers,and by the historical fame of the dam known as
Amir, which ‘ Azad al-Dawla of the Buyid dynasty reportedly built, gave
this name to what scholars would later identify as the Sakkan or Qara-
Aghaj River.
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