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Article type: Rereading the process of the collapse of the Ottoman state
Research Article necessitates attention to the various developments of the late
Ottoman period. Examining the policies of the Ottoman sultans

of thisera is of ﬁ_reat importance. In a situation where the center
of Ipower had shifted from the Bab Humayoun (Imperial Gate/
Palace) to the Bab Ali (Sublime Porte/ Government) since the
beginning of the Tanzimat period, the sultans of this era

Article history: garbored tge idea dof restoring the absolute power %f Ithe
ved- ttomans despite adapting to the new circumstances. Sultan
Received: 19 May 2025 Ay giijaziz (1. 1277-1293 AH/1861-1876 CE), after ascending to
Received in revised form: 24 the throne, actlveI%/ sought to revive the authority of the Bab
July 2025 Humayoun. Therefore, this article seeks to investigate: "What
Accented: 7 September 2025 impact did the dual mindset and approaches of this Ottoman
CCepted. £ Septemboer Sultan have on the developments of the Tanzimat era?" A
Published online: reYIgW of Ar?dl']lazkz'?jacftlﬁns and Imehasures durlr;g his rﬁlgn,
relying on the method of historical character analysis, shows

16 November 2025 that to achieve the revival of Sultanic authority, Abdlilaziz tried
to portray himself as the main proponent of the Tanzimat and

reforms.” While pretending to be committed to reformist

modernization, he focused his efforts on weakening the Bab Ali.

Abdiilaziz attempted to lead the modernization within the state

Keywords: and society by preventing the rise of the successors of Ali Pasha
Ottoman State to the Bosmon of Grand Vizier and sidelining figures like

! Midhat Pasha. This was an endeavor in which he did not achieve
Bab Humayun, much success. Consequently, instead of reforming affairs, not
Bab Ali, only did the Ottoman state's internal and external problems not

- decrease, but the exacerbation of the annual budget deficit

Tanzimat E_ra' . revealed public dissatisfaction with him. Accor?iin ly, in

Sultan Abdulaziz addition to reformist and modernizing groups, the traditional
segments of Ottoman society also opposed the Policies of this
Ottoman Sultan. As a result of the continuation of the precarious
situation and the political deadlock that arose, Abdulaziz was
deposed from the throne by the efforts of Ottoman political
figures because he was unwilling to relinquish his absolute
authority. Therefore, according to the findings of this research,
the duality governing Abdulaziz's policy-making and his
vacillation between absolute authoritarianism and reformist
modernization led to the further weakening of the Ottoman state
during this time.
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