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Purpose: Poetry holds a very high status in camp literature. For
individuals who, for any reason, become imprisoned or
incarcerated, the first literary spark that ignites within them to
endure the harsh conditions of captivity is poetry. On the walls of
the camp, alongside parallel lines marking the number of days of
captivity, one can find Saib-style couplets that, according to the
state of the prisoners, convey various meanings. Among these,
poems of separation and grievance against fate (habsieh) stand out
more prominently than other types of poetry. In this context, letters
contain a significant portion of captivity poetry and are considered
part of resistance literature.

Method/Research: This research is based on the qualitative
content analysis of prisoners' letters, supported by concrete and
tangible evidence.

Findings/Results: In camp literature: 1) It encompasses
everything from refined poetry to popular verse. 2) In its mystical
poetry, being a prisoner in jail is considered better than being a
prisoner of one's own self. 3) In this genre of literature, worldly
imprisonment and captivity can serve as means for self-purification.
4) Pure mystical poetry emerges as a result of heartbreak and
seclusion. 5) Poems with themes of perseverance and resistance
gain meaning when they are rooted in religion.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Poetry has a very high place in camp literature. And people who are imprisoned for any
reason, the first literary spark that is struck in their body to endure the harsh conditions of
captivity is poetry. On the walls of the camp, after the parallel lines that indicate the number
of days of captivity, there are single verses that have different meanings according to the
situation of the prisoners, and of course, the poem of mourning and lamentation of the time
(imprisonment) is full in the meantime. It is more colorful than other types of poetry. And in
the meantime, the letters contain an important part of the poems and literature of
sustainability.

In camp literature: 1- There is everything from glorious poetry to folk poetry. 2- In its
mystical poetry, being imprisoned is better than being a prisoner of the soul. 3- In such
literature, worldly imprisonment and captivity can be means of self-purification. 4- Pure
mystical poems will emerge as a result of heartbreak and isolation. 5- Poems with the themes
of endurance and stability find meaning if they are derived from religion. The research in this
research is based on qualitative content analysis and with objective and tangible citations.

Methodology

The author of this research participated in the national plan for collecting letters from the
freedmen in 1987, which was carried out by the Office of Literature and Art of the Art
Resistance, and for his part collected more than 1,500 letters from the freedmen of Kerman
province. | did. After completing the doctoral courses in Persian literature, it was decided to
make every effort to explore the structure and content of these valuable documents by
obtaining nearly 8,000 letters from Iranian prisoners collected from other provinces. The
research method in this research is mainly field based on letters and diaries of freedmen.

Discussion

For the Iranian captives who had been held captive by the enemy for two to ten years, there
was no other means of communication than the two special letters given to them. Obviously a
prisoner in those few pages had to briefly discuss important matters with his family, and of

course with poetry he could put many meanings into a few words.

Poetry has always been common among Iranians since ancient times as the shortest and at the
same time the fastest and most efficient type of emotion transmission in correspondence.

At the time of writing this study, out of nearly 800 letters that were exchanged between
prisoners of war and their families between 1981 and 1990, have been studied by the author of
this study, 35 prisoners in their letters They used poetry and 191 verses of poetry were
extracted from these letters, which had the following topics:

A- Hejran poem: 104 verses
B- Mystical and religious poetry: 42 verses
C- Poetry of patience and endurance: 23 verses
D- Educational and moral poetry: 14 verses
E. Folk poetry: 15 verses

These poems are from later poets such as: Hafez, Saadi, Rumi, Khayyam, Biddle, Helali
Joghtai, Seif Farghani, Iraqi, Zoghi, Tohidi Shirazi, Foroughi Bastami, Mahasti Ganjavi,
Fayez, Khajeh Abdullah Ansari, Baba Taher and the contemporary poets such as: Mehdi
Soheili, Habib Chaychian, Qasem Rasa and Hassan Moayedi.
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Separation, distance, sadness, nostalgia, homelessness and words close to these meanings
are very useful in Persian poetry. In Hafez's divan 60 times, in Saadi's divan 158 times, in
Khajavi Kermani's divan 117 times and in other collections of poetry of contemporary poets,
especially the latter, these three words have been used abundantly and many times.

Perhaps the pain of being away is a sign of man's return to his nature, because man has
strayed from his origin, that is, his heavenly originality, and wants to return to him, and this
feeling of separation and homelessness, during the separation of one's home, family and
friends, it has a double appearance. Of the 191 verses written by the Iranian captives that have
been extracted so far, the most poems contain content, embarrassment and distance.

According to the memoirs of the freedmen and the testimony of thousands of letters read
from the prisoners of war of Iran and Iraqg, during this research, the Iranian prisoners in the
camps and prisons of Iraq had reached high levels of mysticism and spirituality. The
following verses recorded in the letters of the captives themselves show the mystical spirit of
the Iranian captives.

The resilience of Iranian prisoners to the pain of homelessness and, more importantly, to
physical torture is commendable. The written memoirs of the freedmen are full of descriptions
of these atrocities and endurance. And the endurance of the captives was in two ways: 1-
physical and 2- spiritual and religious. That the physical endurance of human beings is
derived from their endurance and spiritual and doctrinal stability.

Conclusion

Camp literature is a branch of the sacred literature of sustainability. And the letters of the
freedmen contain poems with the following themes: 1- True freedom is embedded in the
liberation of the soul. 2- Embarrassment and separation from property and children is the first
difficulty of love and losing its last difficulty. 3- A captive who has a sacred goal will not be
captured by worldly whims and desires. 4- Jihad and captivity in the mystical poetry of
Shiism, it is a sign of jihad and captivity of the school of Imam Hussein (AS). 5- Pure
mystical poems are the result of the broken heart and the sincerest prayers in the prayers of
the captives. 6- Prison and captivity can be means of self-purification. 7- Physical endurance
and stability is the result of perseverance and spiritual and belief stability. 8- The moral and
educational poems of the captives are accompanied by condemnation of the world and
worldliness, hijab, honor, patriotism, gaining knowledge, resurrection, etc. And that camp
literature is a pure corner of the forgotten literature history of a nation that many people in
different eras have been involved in and created, and certainly the history of literature is the
sustainability of that nation.
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