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Purpose: The researchers based on ‘Present of Mozaffari’ by Oskar
Mann, Kurdish legends and maxims of Darwishian, Kurdish legends
of Rodenko, Sicilian Kurdish legends, the ancient Kurdish stories of
Lescot Roger and the Kurdish legends and myths of Mansouri
Moghadam investigated and analyzed the numbers three and seven
in the content of Kurdish stories and legends.

Method and Research: This research, done in a descriptive-
analytical-documentary method based on library studies.

Findings and Conclusions: As it can be seen, there is a secret and
tight connection between numbers and the world, and behind these
quantitative numbers, there is a biological and world-believing
quality. Among these numbers, the numbers three and seven are the
most frequent numbers, each of which implies a specific concept
and belief., The results showed that numbers have symbolic
importance both in the themes of the stories and in their narrative
structure; In other words, the symbolic meaning of simultaneous
numbers is completed based on the study of the theme and the
structure of the stories. Some of the themes of the number three and
seven are in the structure of legends, and some others are in the
concepts and themes of legends, and there is a kind of
proportionality between these two, that is, the content and structure
of triple and seven in legends.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In addition to being entertaining, legends and stories have a high research capacity in the field
of anthropology, psychology, religious studies, linguistics, folklore, art, etc. of ancient people.
It is true that today, despite the growth of novels, mankind is no longer interested in listening
to these legends and stories; but it has been realized that these legends and stories carry the
deposits of beliefs and worldviews of intelligent people who, with the help of these elements,
have metaphorically transmitted their experiences to future generations (their children and
grandchildren). In fact, these legends and stories report the present through metaphor and
code. Tales are part of the folklore and oral literature of every people. The main method of
studying folk tales is the structuralism method. The subject of structuralism study is the study
of the structure and system in which its components are related to each other and influence
each other. Structural analysis in stories seeks to decompose stories into their constituent
elements and extract a fixed and stable pattern in them. This pattern is, above all, a numerical
pattern. A type of structural analysis of folklore describes the pattern and design hidden in a
folkloric text, usually based on a binary opposition that has already been formed. This type of
structural analysis is called “typical” or “vertical” structural analysis. The main representative
of this method is “Claude Levi-Strauss”. Strauss divides the myth into mythological units. He
says that the meaning of the myth is not in the mythological units, but in the way these
elements are combined. In Strauss’ method, the elements are pulled out of their specific order
and regrouped in one or more analytical “schemas” or “representatives”. In his opinion, the
linear sequence of the story is only its obvious aspect and with vertical structural analysis, the
hidden theme of the story can be revealed. (Leach, 1979: 8)

Methodology
This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical-documentary method with the help
of library study and data mining in information sources such as information databases.

Discussion

Meanings, themes and triple concepts in Kurdish legends

Emphasis and completion of the argument:

This theme in legends, as the completion of the argument and the prerequisite for performing
an action, is one of the cases that expresses the emphasis on a matter in a triple form and, in a
way, determines the evolution in a temporary period; for example, it is said: “The woman fell
asleep three times and saw the same dream each time” (Rudenko, 2011: 155); “Call her three
times until everyone comes to life and comes to life.” (Ibid.: 232) It is after these triplets that
a matter reaches its end.

Travel and set forth:

This theme of the threefold in legends has its roots in the cultural system of the Kurds and
Iranian tribes. The most important ritual in which the concept of transition is marked by the
threefold is the three-day funeral ceremony, which is a symbol of the soul's passage to the
afterlife. The ceremony of the third day of the deceased is also important among the Lor
tribes, and among this tribe, people light a fire on the deceased's body for three consecutive
nights. (Asdian, 2005: 121)

War and battle:

In legends, battle is associated with the triad. Examples of this theme are as follows: Three
brothers go to war. (Cecil and Cecil, 1386: 13-14) Three people were fighting each other.
(Ibid.: 48) The giant (during the battle) separates three hairs from his chest. (Ibid.: 50)
Transformation and adventure:
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This theme is rooted in ancient legends and myths, including Zoroastrian mythology. “In
myth, due to the fracture of the myth, a character is transformed into several characters, and
this fracture is often the transformation of one person into three; for example, Garshasb, the
character of Garshasb is tripled and becomes Garshasb, Nariman, and Sam.” (Malmir, 2008:
287) Three secret-telling pigeons that each time reveal a secret to the character of the story
(Rudenko, 2011: 330-335) cause new adventures and developments in the legend.

Seven meanings, themes, and concepts in Kurdish stories

Uniformity and continuity:

Seven means a sign of stillness and uniformity; for example, the devil says: My toothache has
been aching for seven years. (Cecil and Cecil, 2007: 16) It has been seven years since | took a
wife. (Ibid.: 183) It has been seven years since | have been looking for them. (Ibid.: 233) In
another place it is said that they fed the fish for seven full days. (Ibid.: 77) Such repetitions
are a symbol of uniformity and lack of change.

Abundance and perfection:

In legends, this theme is not unrelated to the items referred to; for example, when seven is a
symbol of blessing and abundance, it comes with categories such as sheep, coins, etc.: A
sheep gives birth to seven lambs. (Cecil and Cecil, 2007: 189) Seven bags of gold are
mentioned with seven shares. (Ibid.: 412) Seven Khosravani's coffers (treasure) are among the
roots of a tree. (Mansouri-Moghaddam, 2019: 130) Seven camels are loaded. (Cecil and Cecil,
2007: 101) Or seven beautiful pomegranates are given to one of the main heroes (the king).
(Rudenko, 2011: 178)

Superior power:

Seven giants (Cecil and Cecil, 2007: 407) are the symbol of complete and dominant power in
the legend and it means that there is no power above this level of power. Another legend
states: “I am a black demon and I had seven children.” (Lescot, Y44Y: 200) Or that the demon
has seven sons who go hunting every day (ibid.: 196), which was the symbol of the demon’s
invincibility and power.

Fiesta:

The theme of celebration and joy, represented by the number seven, shows a kind of value
perspective around numbers. Joy and celebration are the achievement of stillness and peace,
which is the distinguishing feature of the theme of evolution in the numbers seven and three.
In the number three, often the two parallel sides (good and evil) experience a kind of conflict
or wandering in three stages and after three stages they come out of wandering and suspense.
This stage is not a desired stage; rather, it is more of a kind of achievement of stability.
Stillness and wholeness:

In an ancient legend, the number seven is specifically associated with habitation and stability.
In this legend, there is talk of a building that is built at the head of a seven-way street, and all
seven roads lead to it, and there is a guesthouse there (Lescot, 1991: 250).

Conclusion

Most Kurdish stories have a three-part structure in which a goal and ideal are formed, an
obstacle is created for it, and in the third stage, this obstacle is overcome and the goal is
achieved.

Unlike the number three, the number seven symbolizes stillness, completion, fulfillment, and
the achievement of a desired result. When the number seven represents values and beliefs, it
symbolizes wholeness and perfection, abundance, richness, and blessing. Celebration rituals,
including weddings, creation, and so on, are the most important categories associated with the
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number seven. The concept of perfection or development is implicit in both the number three
and the number seven; but development is the true symbol of the number seven.
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