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Abstract

Purpose: The present study aims to conduct a systematic critical analysis of the structural and content-
related aspects in university theses in the field of oral history, covering the period from after the Islamic
Revolution until now. Subsequently, it focuses on identifying thematic and methodological challenges,
temporal dispersion, academic levels, specializations, and production centers, as well as explaining their

impact on the quality and credibility of academic research based on oral history.

Method and Research Design: Conducted using a critical approach and a descriptive-analytical method,
this study relies on reputable thesis indexing databases and a mixed-methods data analysis.

Findings and Conclusion: The results indicate numerous challenges. Thematically, an unbalanced focus
on border regions and the dominance of a revolutionary-defensive discourse have led to the marginaliza-
tion of social, economic, and cultural dimensions. Methodologically, there is a fundamental weakness in
applying theoretical frameworks and a predominance of descriptive models. A lack of thematic innovation
and vagueness in selecting titles, along with a noticeable absence of interdisciplinary areas, are other identi-
fied issues. Structural analysis reveals a deep gap between academic levels (with a quantitative dominance
of Master's theses) and a lack of cross-level research continuity, leading to methodological and theoretical
superficiality. Chronologically, after an initial stagnation, theses experienced excessive growth and eventu-
ally reached a stability based on saturation; this approach has resulted in a quantitative-driven mass pro-
duction of research lacking the capacity to develop the science of history. The unbalanced concentration
in the geographical distribution of thesis production centers and the consequent creation of serious gaps
in recording the lived experiences of people from various regions are other alarming findings of this study.
It is ultimately concluded that oral history within the Iranian academic sphere has not yet been able to
utilize its full potential for producing authentic and balanced knowledge. It requires a serious revision in

research policies, methodical training, and the development of theoretical and executive infrastructures.
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Introduction

Oral history, as a research method based on the recording and analysis of oral nar-
ratives, has transformed the field of contemporary historiography in recent decades,
providing access to hidden layers of lived experiences and marginalized narratives. This
method serves as a complement to written documents and as an independent source
for critical re-examination of history and the revitalization of the narratives of margin-
alized groups. However, despite the apparent theoretical and methodological capabili-
ties of oral history, its application in the academic sphere - particularly in the form of
university dissertations - has been accompanied by numerous structural and content
challenges. These challenges, while affecting the quality of research, have impacted the
potential of oral history to produce genuine and balanced knowledge. In this regard,
the present study has been designed to systematically explore the damages present in
master's theses in the field of oral history in Iran. The main issue of this research is to
identify and explain the thematic, methodological, and structural challenges that have
led to the imbalance in the theoretical capacities of oral history within the academic
environment. The importance of this stems from the fact that university dissertations,
in addition to reflecting the dominant intellectual and methodological currents in the
academic sphere, also play a decisive role in shaping the future of research in this field.
Therefore, the aforementioned critical analysis can pave the way for presenting strate-
gies to enhance the quality of future study and strengthen the role of oral history in
historical knowledge production. The present study aims to answer the fundamental
question of which structural and content factors have influenced the incomplete reflec-
tion of the potential of oral history in Iranian university master's and doctoral theses,

and how these challenges can be mitigated for the development of this field.

Materials & Methods

In terms of objective, the present research is fundamental-applied; in terms of method,
it is descriptive-analytical. Data collection is based on the examination of university
thesis indexing databases (National Library, Irandoc, Nordoc, and university libraries),

and the analysis of the extracted data follows a mixed-methods approach.
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Discussion & Result

Theses at various levels of the History field play an important role in the growth and
development of knowledge and research skills of scholars in this area. These works
challenge students to confront issues of source criticism, contextual interpretation, and
research ethics, and through the discovery of primary sources or critical re-reading of
sources, lead to new insights into historical narratives. This process strengthens the
dynamics of historical discourse. However, systematic critical analysis of these scientific
productions is a necessary prerequisite to ensure their quality and authenticity. Meth-
odological shortcomings lead to superficial and sometimes distorted historical analyses,
and structural challenges threaten the scientific integrity of dissertations. Investigat-
ing these damages facilitates the reform and enhancement of teaching guidelines and,
through the development of clear standards, strengthens the cognitive dynamics of
the field of history; This process prevents theses from suffering from issues related to
subject, methodology, timing, academic level, and Geographical distribution. From this
perspective, the pathology of authored theses focused on oral history becomes neces-

sary in terms of title, orientation, degree, defense date, and institution of production.

Conclusion

University theses in the field of oral history in Iran despite a noticeable growth in the
last two decades, face qualitative and structural challenges and present an incomplete
reflection of the potential this research method. These challenges are analyzable at
three levels: thematic, methodological, and structural. From a thematic perspective,
the dominance of revolutionary-defensive discourse and the uneven focus on border
regions has, on the one hand, marginalized social, economic, and cultural spheres, and
on the other, led to a monocular historical narrative and limitations in documenting
the experiences of diverse groups. This trend, in addition to weakening the capabili-
ties of oral history for use in historical studies, raises fundamental questions about the
independence of academic studies and the diversity of perspectives in thesis research.
Methodologically, the fundamental weakness in the application of theoretical frame-
works and the prevalence of a descriptive pattern indicate that many dissertations have

stalled at the data collection stage and have not led to analysis, critique, and theory
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generation. This damage, coupled with generic title selection and a lack of topical inno-
vation, indicates the weakness of internal institutional research oversight and guidance
mechanisms in the process of approving and implementing theses. Structurally, the
deep gap between master's and doctoral levels has led to a lack of research continuity
and superficiality. This imbalance has limited the depth of theoretical and methodo-
logical discussions and hindered the oral history domain from producing impactful
research literature. Similarly, the uneven geographic dispersion of production centers,
with a strong focus on Tehran and the marginalization of border regions and provin-
cial centers, has a void in the collective memory of areas, preventing the formation of
indigenous schools and balanced development in this field. In summary, it can be con-
cluded that oral history in the academic space of Iran has not yet been able to emerge
dynamically as an interdisciplinary approach and remains on the margins of the domi-
nant historical discourse. To exit this situation, fundamental re-evaluation of research
policies, systematic education in oral history, development of theoretical and practical
infrastructure is essential. In this case, oral history can fulfill its primary role and play
a constructive part in the production, development, and shifting of the boundaries of

historical knowledge.
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