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Abstract
Purpose: This study will investigate how the Imperial Properties of the West came into being and

outline the process by which landowners in this area were dispossessed.

Method and Research Design: This research, based on a descriptive-analytical method and us-
ing hitherto unpublished archival records, tries to shed light on the formation, procedures, and
mechanisms of dispossessing landowners and smallholders, as well as the quantitative expansion
of lands placed under the jurisdiction of the Imperial Properties Administration of the West.

Findings and Conclusion: The findings indicate that the Western Properties Administration pur-
sued a specific and targeted strategy to acquire extensive landholdings in vast areas of Kermanshah
in the name of Reza Shah. The geographic areas targeted by this organization were to be cleared
of any ownership other than Reza Shah’s within a defined period. The results reveal that the
Western Real Estate Administration employed varied methods of purchase, exchange, and ag-
gressive occupation in order to extend the circle of its territories. Although the ultimate goal was
the expropriation and integration of lands into the domain of the Real Estate Administration, the
outward form of transactions generally conformed to Islamic law; formal documentation, and
monetary payment.

Keywords: Western Royal Estates; Kermanshah; Reza Shah; Landowners and Smallholders; Ex-
propriation.
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Introduction

The extensive purchases of real estate by Reza Shah began during his time as prime
minister when he started buying houses in Tehran and lands and properties in many
parts of Iran, including Kermanshah. That process significantly accelerated after his
accession to the throne, aided both by the military and the expanding bureaucratic
apparatus. The Imperial Estates Administration was established almost immediately
after the dynastic change and even before the coronation ceremony. Its branch in Ker-
manshah was founded within two months, by early winter 1925 (1304 SH). Establish-
ment of this organization in so short a period after Reza Shah's coronation shows that
during the period prior to his coronation, his landholdings—especially in coastal areas
and Kermanshah—were already so large that they required a formal administrative
mechanism. It further indicates that throughout Reza Shah's reign, the Imperial Estates
Administration played a leading role in organizing and developing these possessions,
collecting revenues, and documenting his movable and immovable assets.

The central question of this study is, on one hand, the formation and quantitative ex-
pansion of Reza Shah's estates in the Kermanshah region, and on the other, the mecha-
nisms through which local landowners and smallholders were dispossessed. This paper
uses a descriptive-analytical approach and depends for its documentation on a set of
unpublished archival documents as well as period newspapers, in order to examine
the emergence of the royal estates in western Iran and the methods through which the

Imperial Estates Administration acquired lands and displaced existing owners.

Materials and Methods

The aim of this research is to explore the formation of Imperial Estates in western Iran
and to explain the process of dispossessing landowners in Kermanshah during Reza
Shah's rule. Based on a descriptive-analytic approach and using unpublished archival
documents, this study examines the establishment, processes, and mechanisms of dis-
possession, as well as the quantitative growth of lands placed under the authority of the

Imperial Estates Department in the West.
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Result and Discussion

The result of this research shows that Reza Shal’s assertion, at the end of his rule, that
his land acquisition and the dispossession of the owners were not out of personal inter-
est but out of development and welfare of the territories, does not correspond to the
available evidence. While some examples, such as the Law on the Transfer of Khuzestan
Lands to Private Ownership in April 1935, and the well-documented interest of Reza
Shah in development, construction, and productivity may give the impression of sup-
porting his assertion, the archival evidence is to the contrary.

The documentation points to a decidedly different reality: Reza Shah's repeated visits
to Kermanshah to supervise the administration and organization of the estates, includ-
ing directly observing construction activities and operations by the Imperial Estates
Administration. Having toured the administration centers, the agricultural elementary
school, model farms, and other construction projects in Shahabad, he would typically
leave for Tehran "without stopping in Kermanshah." On these trips he did not visit any
of the cities or towns on his route, which included Kangavar, Bisotun, Sahneh, Zahab,
and Qasr-e Shirin, even though these urban centers at the time had larger populations
and greater urban prominence than Shahabad.

Conclusions

The research indicates that, within the first year of his rule, the geographic scope and
boundaries of the western imperial estates were demarcated. The blueprint called for
the abolition of all forms of ownership within this demarcated area within a certain
timeframe in such a way that all lands, pastures, and properties falling within it would
eventually be registered under the name of Reza Shah. However, in the process of own-
ers being dispossessed of their property, the outward appearance of legal and religious
propriety was maintained as far as possible. Even in those instances involving accusa-
tions of “rebellion,” there were some aspects of moderation to be observed, at the very

least as related to the families and immediate relatives.
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Sazman-e Asnad va Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma) (National Library and Ar-
chives Organization of Iran):

[In Persian]
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Books

Amir Ahmadi, Ahmad. (1373/1994). “Asnad-e noxostin sepahbod-e Iran” (Docu-
ments of Iran’s first lieutenant general) (vol. 1). Edited by Sirous Sadvandian. Teh-
ran: Moassese-ye Pazuhe§ va Motale’at-e Farhangi-ye Bonyad-e Mostazafan va
Janbazan-e Enqgelab-e Eslami (The Research and Cultural Studies Institute of the
Foundation for the Oppressed and Disabled Veterans of the Islamic Revolution).
[In Persian]

Amir Ahmadi, Ahmad. (1373/1994). “Xaterat-e noxostin sepahbod-e Iran” (Memoirs
of Iran’s first lieutenant general) (vol. 1). Edited by Gholamhossein Zargarinejad.
Tehran: Moassese-ye Pazuhes$ va Motale'at-e Farhangi-ye Bonyad-e Mostaz’afan
va Janbazan-e Enqelab-e Eslami (The Research and Cultural Studies Institute of
the Foundation for the Oppressed and Disabled Veterans of the Islamic Revolu-
tion). [In Persian]

“Daftar-e tarix: Majmu’e-ye Asnad va Manabe’-e Tarixi” (A collection of historical
documents and sources) (vol. 3). (1380/2001). Compiled by Iraj Afshar. Tehran:
Bonyad-e Mouqoufat-e Afshar (Dr. Mahmoud Afshar Foundation). [In Persian]

Derakhshani, Ali-Akbar. (n.d.). “Xaterat” (Memoirs). n.p. [In Persian]

Khalili, Eliyeh. (2005). “Yadi az gozaste-ha: Zendegi va sar-gozast-e Yahudiyan-e
Kord-e Iran” (A Remembrance of the past: The life and story of the Kurdish
Jews of Tran). Los Angeles: Serkat-e Nasr-e Ketab. [In Persian]

Mardukh, Mohammad. (1379/2000). “Tarix-e Mardoux” (The History of Mardukh).
Tehran: Karang. [In Persian]

Motallebi, Motalleb. (1395/2016). “Ilat-e Kermansahan va naqs-e anha dar qosun-e
Iran-e ‘ahd-e Qajar” (The tribes of Kermanshah and their role in the Iranian

military during the Qajar era). Tehran: Sazman-e Asnad va Ketab-xane-ye Melli-
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ye Iran (Sakma) (National Library and Archives Organization of Iran). [In Per-

sian]

Newspaper
Ruzname-ye Kuse$ (Koushesh Newspaper), 18 Mehr 1315/10 October, 1936, issue no.

232. [In Persian]
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