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Abstract

Purpose:Because oral history, as a branch of historical science, is a chance for study in organiza-
tions, including the Police Organization, this article endeavors to study and examine the most
significant damages to the oral history of the Sacred Defense in the Police Organization patho-
logically.

Method and Research Design: Content analysis of selected texts in this article is employed to
examine and quantify the most substantial harms of such works. Field studies and organizational

lived experiences form another component of the data.

Findings and Conclusion: The Sacred Defense decade in the Police Force was a critical period
during which workers were engaged in service on the fronts of the war or nationally in the security
and order sector. Because of that, gathering their memories in various forms is highly important
for the present and future of the organization. The outcome of the study reveals that there are
structural, methodological, content-related, and human factors involved in the compilation of the

oral history of the Sacred Defense.
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Introduction:

In spite of the pessimistic view of memory and its unreliability in historical accounts, memoirs
have been powerful sources in contemporary history and historiography; and the reminder of oral
history has become indispensable in order to make sense of the problems historically. Oral history,
nowadays, with its origins in memory, is a sought-after and trendy commodity of institutions,
organizations, and historians who utilize the most recent technologies to record others' lived
experience and structure their narrative. Narrative is the only fitting and useful genre to mirror
the construction of the past, something inherent to history and common to history and memory.
Any event description is itself narrative and story. Narrative, as structuring of information in a
linear chronological order, is the organizing axis of any type of history, and memory, as narrative
shape of the past events, is the center core of oral history and the most important output of the
interview. A memoir is a piece or literature written by the author based on conscious
memory of previous events at a specific place and time, as witnessed and heard by the
author. The Sacred Defense and the eight-year Iran-Iraq war are considered a turning
point for memoirs and oral history in Iran. Actually, the main step in the field of oral
history in Iran began with the eight-year war history, leading to a vast amount of works
on the subject. Following the history of the Iranian Islamic Revolution from the two
sides of revolutionaries and opponents, the Sacred Defense oral history added to the
oral history of Iran. The high volume of production that has been done in the field of
oral history of the Sacred Defense demonstrates that this content has been produced
specifically in Iran.

These works, however, have paid more attention to content and less attention to oral
history scientific principles and methods. In other words, oral history scientific principles
have been less followed and more works have been produced empirically. With regard
to content, Iranian oral history has mostly dealt with political and war history, and
other subjects less so. Commanders', managers', and staff of the law enforcement forces'
memoirs, including the Gendarmerie, Islamic Revolutionary Committees, and the City
Police during Holy Defense, either on the battlefields or in their respective zones, have
been gathered and published in various books within and outside the organization. In

connection with these produced works, this article will try to research and investigate
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the most important damages to the oral history of the Police Organization during the
Holy Defense period and answer this question: What are the most important damages

to the oral history of the Police Organization during the Holy Defense period?

Materials and Methods:

The research is qualitative and cross-comparative in nature where the content of
selected work is compared to explore and quantify the most significant harms of the
work. Organizational lived experiences as well as field research on the subject matter is
another data component.

Statistical Population: Statistical population for the present paper consists of thirteen
book titles, randomly chosen among twenty-seven volumes of books published by
the Police Political-Ideological Organization between 1399-1403 as memoirs or oral
histories. Interviewees are men, and eleven interviewees are police chiefs and two

interviewees are clerics of the Police Ideological-Political Organization.

Results and Discussion:Weakness in Method: Although oral history has a loose and
adaptable character and may be molded in any research setting, collecting quality
productions perforce leans on the method and practices of oral history. For intentional
oral history, not by coincidence is it possible to show causes and context for how the
events occurred, the position and state of the narrator, and even other related matters.
The questions and the interviewer are the focal points of oral history. Analysis of
the chosen works indicates an oversight of principles and methods. Elimination of
interrogations and the prominent role of the writers have taken these books out of the
state of oral history and even from memoirs, making them literary and epic volumes
that, in a broad perspective, can be regarded as official works about the revolution, the
Sacred Defense, and organizational and revolutionary responsibilities.

Interviewer and narrator activism is the core of oral history. Oral history has double
agency, and its narratives are not single-agent; therefore, the interviewer must have
knowledge about the background and performance of the interviewee and his/her
organization, as well as the interviewee's behavior during the interview time, and must

pose questions that guide the story to the desired level in terms of quality and logic.
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Since questions from the selected books have been ruled out, it is not feasible to assess
the interviewer's knowledge; however, on the basis of the various evidence, clues, and
objections from some narratives, it can be assumed that external interviewers possessed

limited subject matter knowledge.

Political and Organizational Considerations: Politics and ideology necessarily impact
oral history. Organizations and governments try to use history for legitimacy or replicate
history for their benefit. Oral history archives are indirectly rooted in revolutionary institutions,
and the basis of their oral history is focused on individuals connected with institutions. The
interviewer and oral historian, unwittingly or consciously guided by the political context, may
omit details or add content. This is evident in the chosen works and has been problematic for

accurate representation of events.

Elitism: The historical participation of the era of democracy recognizes that social classes
everywhere have a universal right to recreate the past, and oral history provides a forum for
silenced voices to be heard. The selections, however, are all about commanders and managers;
they can be referred to as oral histories or male memoirs. All the interviewees are men, eleven

generals and two clerics who manage the political and ideological structure of the police force.

Memoir as Oral History: A further serious defect in the selected books is the omission
of questions and tampering with texts by authors and interviewers. Infringements on the
original text and tampering with the interview context amount to creating a new work that
may deviate from the initial account.

Faults in Narrative: History is a narrative genre, with events ordered to reconstruct the past.
The majority of works chosen for this anthology are pathologically impaired in narrative, and

authors skim over important subjects and events, typically in one sentence.

Other Drawbacks: Other drawbacks are the lack of a proper and standardized archive
for the storage of works, multiple institutionalizations, lack of a centralized and independent
framework for collecting and preserving oral history in the organization, and no index for
published works.
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Conclusions:Oral history is helpful to institutions today in many ways. Overcoming
this issue is important to the Police Organization, in light of its missions that are multi-
faceted, to enable it to rely on oral history to gain knowledge about management
experience, organizational development, and cultural and social factors, and use it to
enhance and develop operational and organizational structures and procedures. This
paper, grounded in content analysis of selected works, field techniques, interviews, and
experience, addressed the following query: What are the most noteworthy harms to the
oral history of the Police Organization in the Holy Defense period?

Evidence and documentation analysis demonstrates that structurally, because of
the multiplicity of centers and lack of focus, there existed simultaneous work and,
consequently, no specialization. Since there is no organizational historian and there
is no attention to technical mechanisms, most works produced are a long way from
standard acceptability. Most of the works demonstrate prevailing tendencies toward
elitism and male-oriented history. Organizational demands, presentation of a particular
official account, and attempts at modeling individuals create distances between narrative
and reality. Methodologically, the selected works are imperfect: elimination of questions
during interviews has turned works into memoirs, and plotting in some stories is not

ideal and cause-and-effect relations are lost.
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