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Abstract

The kalami-historical (theological-historical) approach is among the prevalent methodologies in composing the
Sirat al-Nabawiyyah (the Prophetic biography). This study seeks to clarify the components and characteristics of
this approach through an examination of two contemporary works: History of Islam from Its Beginning to the
Hijrah by ‘Ali Davani and History of Islam: From the Age of Ignorance to the Demise of the Prophet of Islam by
Mahdi Pishva’i. Accordingly, the central question addressed in this study is: What constitutes the kalami-
historical approach, and how is it manifested in the aforementioned works by Davani and Pishva’i? To answer
this question, a comparative content analysis was conducted on both texts. The findings indicate that the kalami-
historical approach is a dual methodology rooted in both history and kalam (Islamic theology), with a primary
reliance on theological principles. In this framework, historical narration is guided and evaluated through
theological presuppositions, and history functions as a means to defend and articulate doctrinal beliefs. The study
identifies the main features of this approach as an emphasis on sacred history, reliance on theological doctrines,
the use of historical evidence and historiographical methods, the preservation and defense of theological beliefs,
attention to miracles, the explicit representation of the role and status of Imam ‘Ali (Peace Be Upon Him) in
early Islam, and the critique of Orientalist doubts and skeptical narratives. At the same time, this approach has
been subject to criticism, including its deviation from strict historiographical requirements, the
instrumentalization of history, and the conflation of kalam with historical inquiry. Despite these critiques, the
kalami-historical approach demonstrates a distinctive capacity to reassess dominant historical narratives and to
offer alternative interpretations grounded in theological reasoning.

Keywords: Theological-historical approach, Sacred History, Theological Beliefs and Principles,
Historiographical Requirements, Ali Davani, Mehdi Pishvaei.

Introduction

The biography of the Prophet of Islam (Peace Be Upon Him), known as Sirat Rasiil Allah, has been written
according to various methodological approaches, one of which is the theological-historical approach. This
approach is reflected in a number of works devoted to the life of the Prophet (PBUH). Among these are History
of Islam from Its Beginning to the Hijrah by ‘Ali Davani and History of Islam: From the Age of Ignorance to the
Demise of the Prophet of Islam by Mahdi Pishva’i. A content-based examination of these works indicates that
they conform closely to the defining components of the theological-historical approach. This study raises the
following question: What is the theological-historical approach, and how is it reflected in the two works by
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Davani and Pishva’i? A preliminary hypothesis suggests that this approach represents a hybrid methodology
combining theology (kalam) and history, in which theological doctrines are granted priority in historical
interpretation. Given the scholarly background and intellectual orientation of both authors, it was hypothesized
that they consciously adopted this approach in their writings on the history and biography of the Prophet
(PBUH), a hypothesis that is subsequently confirmed through content analysis of their works.

The importance of this study lies in its contribution to a clearer and more systematic understanding of
methodological approaches in Sirah studies, as well as in highlighting the distinctions among them. By
examining both works together, this research offers a more comprehensive picture of the theological-historical
approach than would be possible through the analysis of a single text. Moreover, such an investigation sheds
light on the presuppositions and intellectual commitments of the authors themselves. Accordingly, the two books
were analyzed using a comparative content analysis method, and sufficient evidence was extracted to clarify the
defining features of the theological-historical approach, which will be elaborated in the following sections.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on documentary (library-based) data collection. The
collected data were analyzed using a comparative content analysis method applied to the two selected works.
From a methodological standpoint, the research is developmental in nature, as it contributes to refining and
expanding the analytical tools used to study historiographical and theological approaches. The procedure
involved classifying and coding data extracted from both texts according to a predefined conceptual framework
of the theological-historical approach, followed by an assessment of the degree to which the contents of these
works correspond to that framework.

Research Findings

The findings reveal that the theological-historical approach, as reflected in the works of Davani and Pishva’i,
represents a synthetic methodology grounded in both kalam and history. In this approach, the history and Sirah
of the Prophet (PBUH) are narrated through reliance on theological principles while employing historical
evidence and documentation. The primary objective is to reinforce conviction among believing audiences and to
present an educational and normative model derived from the Prophet’s life. Both authors draw extensively on
historical sources, including Sunni accounts, yet they accord primacy to Shi‘i sources, treating them as a
criterion for evaluating other reports. They also emphasize the role and status of Imam ‘Ali (AS) in early Islamic
history, countering narratives that marginalize his position. Furthermore, they engage critically with Orientalist
interpretations and certain biased historical accounts. While theology serves as the foundational framework of
their analysis, attention to historical documentation and method remains evident throughout their works.

At the same time, the study identifies several criticisms of the theological-historical approach, including its
potential departure from strict historiographical standards, the instrumental use of history, the conflation of
theology with historical inquiry, and insufficient critique of intra-religious sources. Nevertheless, the approach
can also reveal historical oversights and offer interpretations that, in some cases, align more closely with
theological and moral realities.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

The theological-historical approach constitutes an integrated methodology in which theological commitments
guide the reconstruction of the Prophet’s history and Sirah. Through a content analysis of the works of Davani
and Pishva’i, this study demonstrates that theological belief functions as the primary principle, while history
operates as a supportive tool. Core characteristics of this approach include the defense of Shi‘i beliefs, the
emphasis on Imam ‘Ali’s role in early Islam, the critique of Orientalist narratives, and a critical stance toward
certain dominant Sunni historical accounts.

Although the instrumentalization of history and the blurring of boundaries between theology and
historiography present methodological challenges, the theological-historical approach remains a significant and
influential framework in contemporary Sirah studies, offering alternative readings grounded in doctrinal
coherence and religious commitment.
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